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РКЕҒАСЕ 


Kashmir, ог KASHYAP MARU has been called from time immemorial 
as the RISHI BHUMI, or SHARDA РЕТНА— the land of learning, ог 
paradise on earth (according to Firdausi). Kashyap Rishi who was the 
patron saint of Kashmir, got the water of the lake SATISAR drained off 
through penances to Goddess Sharika, who resided at Hari Parbat Shrine. 
This valley of Kashmir is craddled among the snow-clad mountains. The 
valley is famous for heavenly beauty, the birds of various hues warble and 
flowers of variegated colours and emit fragrance round the year. 


Kalhan pandit, the ancient historian of Kashmir has said in 
RAJTARANGNI -“Kashmir was the seat of learning, culture and litera- 
ture”. NILMAT PURAN and the other ancient works also testify to the 
same. Shaivism was the main philosophy propounded by Vasu Gupta, 
Soma Nanda, Battakalata, Utpala Deva. Abhinava Gupta, Swami Ram Ji 
and Swami Laxman Ji efc. This philosophy was followed by the Kashmiri 
Hindus with faith. 


With the advent of Islam in the fourteen century (Christian) sufism was 
brought and advocated in the valley by Saiyeeds who fled Arabia when 
Timur invaded this country. So, by and by, a new composite culture was 
born in Kashmir. This is represented by the WAKYAS of the Hindu 
Shaivarte female-saint, Lalla Ded and by the SHRUKS of the Muslims sufi 
saint, Nund Rishi. By and by a galaxy of other saints, seers, ascetics, 
mystics and sufies appeared on the firmament of this sacred valley. They 
taught tolerance and universal brotherhood that enabled the denizens of 
the valley to withstand atrocities and persecution during the onslaughts of 
Dulch (zulj), Sikander, Pathans and Mehrakula, the Mangol tyrant etc. 
The historical works of zona Raj, Shri vara and Prajya Bhatt etc. throw 
much light on this. Let us all salute these noble and sacred sons of the soil 
of Kashmir and emulate them. 


The authors of this work have tried to immortalize them by composing 
this work. They have drawn upon a number of works of the past and the 
present. Special mention may be made of Sant Mala (In Urdu), by Late 
Rugh Nath Dhar of Srinagar, and other works by English Indologists: 
Stein, Grierson, Buhler, stratton, Knowles etc. Who with dedication and 
zeal translated our ancient Shastras and other works into English. The 
present authors acknowledge the debt of gratitude to them and others who 
furnished valuable information regarding these saints who taught high 
moral and ethical values and piety. It is the duty of every Kashmiri to 
remember them and pay homage to them by acting upon their noble 
teachings. 
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Part : One 


Sri Kanth (Alias, Sedh Moul) 


His original name was Sedha Sri Kanth, but he was popularly known 
as Sedh Moul (the master of Sidhis or a man with occult vision). The origin 
of his family heirarcy is related to Ganpatyar, Srinagar. Though much 15 
not known about his family history, still from the previous historical 
chronicles that the authors have traced reveal that he was born at 
PADAMPORA, the modern Pampore, in the Kashmir valley. one ghat sull 
exists, familiar with his name as “Sedhyarbal”. He was a true religious 
devotee and Guru of the great mystic, Lalleshwari. He had undertaken 
great research in ancient fables, parables and epics, that had touched his 
heart and soul and led to his renunciation of wordly life. In his later stage 
of life, he moved towards the forest as an ascetic in pursuit of “Truth”, as 
he felt the wordly life to be a nest of pain and discomfort. After a long 
penance in the forest. he4 came back when Lalleshwari married to Sona 
Pandit, son of Chander Pandit of Pampore village. He himself solemnized 
the marriage. 


Besides it, Sedh Moul performed many miracles. 


It is said that he cured so many people and saved them from the jaws of 
death, being sapped by fatal diseases merely by chanting mantras, tying 
coloured threads around their necks, giving Bhasmas (divinely ash, after 
oblations are poured into the sacred fire) into their mouth. He could 
predict droughts, floods through his occult vision. 


As the legend goes, he restored vision to a blind boy (a baker’s son) by 
revolving a divinely wand around his head thrice after chanting holy 
mantras. The boy’s mother bowed before him and paid obeisance to his 
divinely powers. 


Such tales are legendary in character as they date back to antiquity 
and the author owes gratitude to the earlier writers like Pt. Rugh Nath 
Dhar, Anand Koul Bamzai, Mr. M.L.Saqi Mr. Kemu and other scholars 
who wrote the manuscripts either in Sanskrit or Persian and even in Urdu 
and Hindi; from these sources the present volume has been prepared. 


One of the writers (K.L.Dhar) cannot justify authenticity in these 
legendry tales carried from predecessors to the present generations as the 
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historical and legendary sources of the past generations аге not so much 
valid and reliable in scientific terms. 


Lalleshwari (Lalla Ded) 


Her real name is still a Mystery but this fact h 
that she was born at Pandrathan, (the modern P. 
(A.D). 


as been authenticated 
ampore), in the year 1317, 


The reliable sources regarding Lalleshwari’s marriage with Sona 
Pandit are the historical chronicles and the research work done by a galaxy 
of scholars and researchers mentioned in the preface. It is note worthy to 
mention here that one of the present authors of this volume has also drawn 
the conclusion from these sources of the earlier authors of great repute, 
who have been referred again in the future pages and confirmed her 
marital relationship, being married to Sona Pandit, though her family 
heirarchy could not be traced. She was called by the name of Padmavati by 
her in-laws. As ill luck would have it, she had a step mother-in-law, who 
was callous as well as cruel. She turned Lalleshwari’s life hellish as she 
teased and taunted her at every occasion. She used to keep a big boulder 
inside her food bow] to make others feel that she gave her food lavishly, 
but originally she suffered from pangs of hunger, being a budding rustic. 
She kept her calm and never complained of either being ill-fed or ill- 
treated. She passed her twelve years of youth in misery and agony at the 
hands of her brutal mother-in-law. This reveals her suave and saintly 
nature. It also reflects her great powers of endurance, forbearance and 


fortitude. She bore all the sufferings like a lamb, that depicted her divinely 
nature, from her formative years. 


After some time, her father-in-law made preparations for the inaugura- 
tion of the new house. This function was celebrated with gala and gaiety 
and many goats and sheep were sacrified. All the neighbours were invited, 
and dainty dishes were served. One of the neighbours enquired of 
Laleshwari’s welfare, as she did not show any signs of discontent, while 
serving the banquet as a host. But Laleshwari’s inner voice murmured a 
saying in an aphoristic style, which meant “What though, whether sheep 
were slaughtered and the ceremony passed off with pomp and show, but 
the ill fated bride would ever be fed with a boulder inside her bowl”. The 
neighbours looked with awe at this remark that revealed her heart. 
Afterwards, Laleshwari’s father-in-law also came to know of it and once he 
also searched into her food bowl to know the truth that made Laleshwari 
weep within so much so that she burst into tears and revealed her 
sufferings in a poetic vein, before the neighbour. He smelled a Tat and 
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admitted that her words turned true, as she was served with a boulder 
inside the food bowl. Her father-in-law got enraged and cursed his wife for 
such a foul play. But despite that, her mother-in-law’s mean mentality did 
not change and she tortured her in other ways, while she bore all and never 
lost her calm. 


Her Miracles 


In her youth, she became fed up with the worldly affairs and her mind 
reeled under divinely thoughts and the world seemed her to be a nest of 
sorrows like that of Lord Buddha. Gradually, she developed hatred for worldly 
objects and began to associate with divinely people. She used to swim across 
the river and mediate at the shrine of a local Deity (Bharov). Under some divine 
influence, while swimming across the river, her feet never touched water and 
reached the other side of the river like a lotus leaf above water. Such supernatu- 
ral feats puzzled the whole vicinity. Such miraculous feats made her-in-laws 
quite unnerved and they attributed it all to her demoniac powers. Quite surpris- 
ingly, she reached home at the scheduled time, while carrying a pitcher over her 
head. Once her husband got angry and struck the pitcher with a stick. Quite 
mysteriously, the claypot broke but the water remained intact. Her husband 
and mother-in-law dubbed her as a witch. It was the first ray of divinity that she 
exhibited, as she filled all the domestic pots with water and threw the remaining 
water іп а ditch nearby. The ditch turned into a dazzling lake and the people of 
the village named that lake as “Lal Тгар”. This lake existed for a long time in the 
vicinity of Pampore as the surrounding village was christened as “Trag”, and 
was inhabited by Muslims as well as Hindus. This lake is quite a furlong long 
without any source or outlet. The mysterious quality of the water is that it 
never gives foul smell nor dries up in the summer and its water is cool and 
sweet. This is a living legend of the spirituality of the charismatic lady. Nobody 
is allowed either to wash clothes or take a bath in this lake. It is also said that 
she used to spin yarn in the charkha (spinning wheel). Once her mother-in-law, 
feeling jealous of her mysterious powers angrily remarked that Lalaesheari 
spun the thick thread, Laleshwari collected the yarn and threw it inot another 
lake (perhaps the Dal Lake). As the legend goes, this yarn sprouted into 
beautiful lotus stalks. It is said that the lotus stalk (Nadru) had developed fibre 
around it, its fiberous growth is attributed to the miracles performed by this 
divinely lady. Since then, Nadru (Lotus stalk) had a fiberous growth. I (K.L. 
Dhar) also heard such a tale from his father, when I was а child. 


Later, on her home environment grew quite uncongenial for her and her 
patience also crossed the normal limits. She became totally engrossed in the 
path of divinity and devoted her body and soul in quest of spirituality. One 
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day she grew totally fed up with the worldly enjoyments, that seemed to 
her the real sorce of pain, she tore of her clothes and wandered from pl 
to place in the nude form as a real mystic. Some of her contemper, 
objected to her nudity, but she had gone too ahead 
spwituality and thought this material lust of human beings as a mire or 
mirage. She developed perfect faith in God, and went to and fro in search 
ог the “Realm of Reality” (Abode of truth) People began to call her “Lala 
Mech” (A mad women with a projected belly). 


ace 
aries 


But the savy saints could Tecognize the height of spirituality at a 
glance and called her “Divinely Lala” or “Laleshwari” out of great 
reverence for her. She began to reveal her heart and outburst into 
enigmatic philosophical verses. Even the greatest scholars well-versed in 
Kashmiri. language were unable to interpret the deepest lessons of wisdom 
conveyed by her through the pearls of Prophetic poetry. Some of her 
words of wisdom have been translated by a galaxy of well-renowned 
Kashmiri poets: and scholars and were much in vogue in kashmir in 
Yesteryears of peace and tranquility. Her sayings are the valuable jewels 
that shall never lose their glamour (show) even after centuries and shall 
remind the Kashmiri’s of their rich Cultural heritage even if they roam 
round the globe. The great sufi saints, savants, scholars and men of letters 
derive the nectar of life from her aphorisms and quotable quotes. Her style 
of expression is beyond the comprehension level of the common Kashmiri 
folk. Her life is an epitome of austerity, valour and piety. 


But it is unfortunate that по Scholar upto this age has been able to 
portray her in true splendour and familiarize the whole world about her 
birth and miracles. The authors of the present book have tried to bring to 
light some of her miracles as far as possible, by going through some of the 
rare manuscripts in other languages like Persian, Urdu and English. Some 
of these writers and scholars like George Garrison, Dr. Laniel Debarfort, 
deserve kudos for his translation of her penetrating and pithy verses in 
poetic form. Among other oriental writers, who have taken pains to 
present some of her valuable literature are, Pt. Sarvanand Charagi, Aftab 
Koul, Pt. Anand Koul Bamzai, Pt. Gopi Nath and Рі. Ram Joo Mala. They 
deserve all praise for their exemplary efforts, despite financial constraints. 


Her Association with Spiritual Saints of elevated order 


When Shiekh-ul-Alam, Shiekh Noor-ud-Din Noorani, was born in the year 
1377, he did not suck his mother’s to breast soon after his birth. All efforts to 
motivate the new born baby to suck turned to ashes. Laleshwari, also came to 


in the Path of 
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know of this episode. She at once approached and whispered in his ear and 
uttered some words in Kashmiri verse that meant, “(referring to Shiekh-ul- 
Alam) when you were not ashamed of your birth, why do you feel ashamed 
of sucking the breast”, it is said that Nund Reshi at once sucked the 
mother’s breast and his parent’s anxiety was over. This verse is the lip- 
word of every Kashmiri. It is said that only Sheikh-ul-Alam could under- 
stand the spiritual glory of Laleshwari even at his birth. Even Shickh-ul- 
Alam became her disciple in later life. 


Once a congregation of spiritual saints was organised. Sheik-ul-Alam, 
Sheik Noor-ud-din Wali and Baba Nasur-ud-Din also participated in it. 
Poetry was the medium of conversation. Baba Nasur-ud-Din outburst in 
росис vein which meant, “There is no illiuminating object like ths sun: 
and no sacred pilgimage like the Ganges, no strange pillar like a brother 
and no comfort like the life partner (wife)”. 


Shiekh Noor-ud-din also reciprocated in poetic vein (in Kashmiri), 
which meant “There is no luminous object like the eyes; no pilgimage like 
stout limbs, no support like pocket, and no comfort like meditation. 


At this Lalleshwari also broke her silence in the зате medium that 
meant “There is no illuminating elixir of mind like the wine; no support- 
ing pillar like one’s nest (birth place); and no comfort giver like one’s 
inner (spiritual) estate”. While going in depth through the essence of 
Lalaeshwari’s intuition and Prophetic poetry, the savvy of spiritual saints 
felt quite stunned and paid obeisence to her spiritual and intellectual 
superiority. 


Her association with Shahi-Hamdan 


Saiyeed Ali Hamdani (Peace be on his soul): migrated from Hamdan (a 
place in Iran) to Kashmir in 1379 (A.D). He was revered as an enlightened saint 
and travelled all around the Islamic places of Kashmir. Just a strange coinci- 
dence! Laleshwari roamed to and fro in the nude form and had a face to face 
meeting with Him at Pampore. She felt shy and wanted a shelter, as she could 
also perceive some spirituality in him and spoke at once. To quote, “I have a 
glimpse of a true male; while others are males only in name”. So in order to 
protect her nude form, she tried to plunge into the baker’s hot oven. The baker 
covered the even with a lid out of fear so that nobody could know the secret. 
Meanwhile, Shahi Hamdan approached the Baker’s shop and enquired of the 
whereabouts of the Hindu naked woman (Lalaeshwari). The baker was tongue- 
tied and bowed his head out of reverence before this great mystic. Afterwards, 
Shahi Hamdan lifted the lid and Lalaeshwari came out like a fairy attired in 
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divinely robes. Shahi Hamdan also felt low before this great ch 
personality and recognized her spiritual worth. It is Said that b. 
comfortable life in Kashmir, after this episode. This had be 
proverb in Kashmir that the divinely grace that had been bes 
the oil merchant but turned her back upon the merchant and showered her 


grace upon the blessed baker, as she went to the oil merchant, first but he 
refused to give shelter. 


arismatic 
akers led а 
come a pet 
towed upon 


As the legend goes, Shahi Hamdan rode on his horse back with his 
companion Taimur Shah on his way to Kashmir. His horse resembled the fiery 
engine (the full background shall be given while throwing light upon the 
miracles of Shahi Hamdan later in this book). Here the authors have 
alluded to “Taimur Shah” not as, “Taimur; the lame”, but Taimur alluded: 
Shah; the king об ап; so a word of caution for the readers not to mistake 
him for “Taimur; the lame”. Taimur had turned orphan in his youth and 
served as a valet.in a black smith’s shop. Lord Shiva had been kind to him 
and feathered the crown of kingship on his cap. He used to enquire of the 
welfare of his people round the clock. He was enraged at the misconduct of 
Saiyeed Shah Hamdan and he compelled him to ride on a horse of heated 
copper, that resembled a fiery engine, as a sort of penance. Other Saiyeeds 
tried to do it but they were burnt into ashes, as this horse burst out in the 
form of terrible lightening. But Syed Shah Hamdani ((PUBH) stood the test 


of time and was declared as an ascetic of a top order by the then king of 
Iran. 


At another occassion, another congregation of like minded saints was 
organised in which Sed Moul; Shahi Hamdan (Peace be on his soul) Shiekh-ul- 
Alam (PUBH) and Laleshwari also participated. Shahi Hamdan requested 
Laleshwari to perform some spiritual miracle in his presence. At last Shahi 
Hamdan brought some rice and water filled earthern pot and kept it upon her 
head. The pot began to boil upon her head and all the saints felt stunned and 
began to applaud her spiritual glory. 


It is quite painful that no great monument has been raised to comemorate 
this charismatic spiritual saint except a place christened as “Lala Trag” near 
Pampore. Besides being a mystic, she was a postess par-excellence, but most 
of his verses have remained a mystery as nobody has tried to unfold and 


vibrate the delicate strings of her poetry that penetrated the hearts of Kashmiri’s 


as the key of her unfathomed literary treasure lies beyond human exploration 
so far. 


Lala Ded’s “Wakhas” (Spiritual utterances in aphoristic style) had created 
curiosity among the great literary and religious scholars through out the globe 


з 





COMPOSITE CULTURE AND SAINTS OF KASHMIR 7 


for their deep and hidden meanings. According to a legend, it is said that 
Laleshwari appeared in the guise of a virgin Goddess and showered her 
blessing to the famous mystic of Kashmir,. Merza Kak, born а small hamlet, 
Hangalgund, near Kokernag (Anantnag), who practised celibacy throughout 
his life. 

Even the great scholar and critic, Dr. Brig Premi, in his panegric to 
Lalaeshwari described her as the great mystic of Kashmir. He was proud of 
Kashmir, being the soil of great sages and anchorites, whose mysteries mysti- 
fied all the people of the globe. According to him, her mysticism and 
cnigmaticpoetry puzzled the great scholars and writers of Kashmir, especially 
her”. Wakhas”, were her own unique creation. 


Rupa Bhavani (alias Alak Sahiba) 


As per her family history, she was the daughter of Pt. Madhav Joo Dhar 
and her mother’s name was Sampta Devi. From her early childhood, she like 
Lord Budha, felt disillusioned about the myth of painful worldly existence adn 
devoted herself in the service of God. Though her father married her with gala 
and gaiety, still there was no change in her mystic way of life. Being married, 
she did not allow any lust to overcome her religious way of life. As the story: 
goes, once a great “Yagya” (sacred religious ceremony) was performed by her 
in-laws. The family head priest (Puruhit) was invited to recite the wholly 
mantras. The priest became a butt of ridicule due to his limited Vedic lore, he 
was unable to bear humiliation and left without taking the meal. At this 
Rupbhavani requested the priest that it did not behove good to leave without 
a meal. She further added that he looked exhausted and it was advisable for him 
lo take a bath to feel fresh. The priest acted according to her biddings and it is 
said that he at once got inspiration in Vedic wisdom after a bath and 
Rupabhavani cast a glance at him. When all began to have their meals, she 
recited a beautiful verse and all the congregation of priests were stunned at her 
super natural and untellectual talents. Her mother-in-law got jealous of her 
appluad by the priests and began to torture her on each and every occasion. So 
much so that she poisoned the ears of her son against Rupabhavani i.e., (her 
husband). It is sad that she could not recognize her innocent spiritual and 
suave nature. She began to call her a devilish woman with witchlike feats. 
Though her mother-in-law left no stone unturned to denigrate her (Rupabhavani) 
still she failed in all her fake mechanisms. Further the fame of her miracles 
spread far and wide and her mean, mother-in-law defamed her even among her 
relations, that aggrieved Rupabhavani’s sober emotions. She could no longer 
bear with her taunts and left in-laws house for good. This divinely lady witha 
broken heart, reached to parents house and related the tale of woe, to his 
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from the valley during the beginning of the decade of “Nasty Nineties”. 
She spent twelve and a half years in that Ashram in search of reality (God) 
and made deep penance to probe for “Truth” in this world of illusion. Her 
devotees were illuminated by her sweet association that transformed their 
heart and soul, When she left for “Lar” her devotees roamed through 
Srinagar and other places and longing for her darshans to purify their 
souls and vouchsafe a spark of her Spirituality. 


It is said that a widow Jaman Devi became her sincere d 
served her sincerely to the last. During her last days of life, Alak Sahiba 
was recognized as a mystic. Not Hindus but non-Hindus thronged around 
her to listen to ehr saintly sayings. The high officials also visited the 
sacred place at Lar and issued orders for donation of 70 Kharwars of land 
for constructing a spacious Dharamshala where mass meals could be 
arranged. That land was transferred and annexed with the divinely shrine. 
During the tribal invasion (Qabali Raid) of 1947, the houses of the 
protectors of the Shrine were gutted down by the invadors and the 
Dharamshala was also partly damaged in that desvastating fire. 


isciple, who 


Her Descandents 


Among her true and sincere descendents, was Pt. Bal J oo Dhar, her 
brother’s son, who devoted his body and soul in her services. His early years 
of educational career were also devoted towards her. Her brother Lal Joo Dhar 
also used to come and enquire of her welfare and рау obeisance to this great 
Spiritual lady and he wished to take back his son, who had served her to the 
core of his heart. She also made a mention of this Promisiong lad; Pt. Bal Joo 
Dhar, in her poetic Correspondence in typical Persian and Kashmiri language 
and regretted that his precious career was wasted in her Service and also due to 
the proper lack of educational facilities in the tiny hamlet of Waskura (Sumbal). 


The blessings of Alak Sahiba served Baljoo Dhar in good stead as he got 
a good job without education he submitted an application to the caamp officer 
of the then Pathan Governor.of Kashmir through Ziladar. It was really a miracle 
as if this application had really got the spiritual approval of Alak Sahiba, as her 
invisible message of recommandation went through the 


bowed before him as a mark of respect. Both of them rode on horses and 
reached to Srinagar. It was all through the blessings of Alak Sahiba, that Baljoo 
Dhar, got appointed and he was assigned the job of a head clerk. The 
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Governor made a proclamation that the suppliants should submit all their 
applications, regarding their problems through Baljoo Dhar. An year 
clapsed in the same way and the Mughal Emperor of Delhi was also 
impressed by his work and instructed that he (Bal joo) should be deputed 
to Delhi in the Mughal Darbar and was assigned the job of Minister in 
waiting and granted a consolidated salary accordingly. He served in Delhi 
for seven years and then renounced the worldly life preferring to an ascetic 
way of life. From Delhi, he sent a spiritual message to Alak Sahiba 
informing her that he should also follow her footsteps so that his eyes shall 
be illumined by the spiritual wisdom. He came to the conclusion that this 
worldly life was not a reality but only illusion and that a person’s body was 
also alien to him, the soul was the only reality that is free from birth and 
death. 


Rupa Bhawani's journey to the world of Reality 


After spending twelve years and a half at Lar, she moved towards her final 
destination, Waskura, to spend her last years of worldly life there. This place 
was situated on the foot of a hill, and Alak Sahiba made her deep penance 
near the spring (specially the well, that appeared, when she instructed the 
potter women’s blind son to dig it as soon as the water appeared the eye 
sight was restored to the blind boy) and the whole hamlet was stunned by 
this miracle. The well at Lar took the form of a conch shaped spring and it 
was named after her as “Sahibi Spring”. The water appeared in this 
drought prone village and it oozed out in a zig zag fashion irrigating all 
the fields of this arid village. A garden was also laid out and diferent fruit 
saplings were planted. Her resting place was also constructed at the middle 
of the orchard and was dismantled after some time and some land on her 
name existed in the official records till seventies. Later the Chief Care 
taker, Pt. Rugh Nath Dhar, from whose urdu manuscript the authors have 
traced some parts of her life history had reported in the late sevenites that 
the condition of the shrine was in doldrums, God knows about its fate after 
1990 The Alak Sahiba Trust also remained silent about it. During the life 
time of Alak Sahiba (Rupa Bhawani) this village was inhabited mostly by 
Hindus, because it fell in the vicinity of Tulla Mulla (The shrine of Khir 
Bhawani) as most of the pilgrims during those days used to visit Tulla 
Mulla from Waskura while plying on boats through the Vitasta (The 
Jhelum River). Most of the people including Muslims were the true devotees of 
Alak Sahiba. Prominent among them was Pt. Prasad Ram Mattoo. 


After her flight to Heavenly abode, they looked after the shrine and 
performed annual Havana (An austere oblation to the sacred fire) during 





| тоне, j 
HA ЖАСЫ 


í y PRAA 3 тр yA М 


AE ал Le 








14 DETAILS OF SAINTS 


Sheikh noor-ud-din wali (Alias Nund Reshi) 


From the historical sources, there was a “Sahaz” Dynasty of Hindu rulers 
in the present District of Kishtiwar of the Jammu Province. The last of the rulers 
was “Salar 5аһа2”, who was forced to leave the kingdom due to some revolt 
that cropped up during those times. His father, Ranga Sahaz, being a soldier 
left the job and settled in an adjacent forest known as “Rupwan”. When Sultan 
Zulgadar Khan invaded Kashmir, there was large scale loot, arson, merciless 
massacre, especially when the invader invaded through this belt. Ranga Sahaz 
was killed in an encounter with the sultan, and his son “Salar” fled from the 
battle scene. After long sojourn through еврсарізі and hilly tracks, he reached 
Bijbehara (a town adjacent to modern Anantnag District of the Kashmir prov- 
ince) and spend some days in the service of the renowned ascetic of those 
days “Yasmeen Reshi” by name. There the exiled Hindu, Salar Sahaz, was 
compelled to embrace Islam and he was christened as “Sheikh Salar”. There 
was an orphan lady, who had only survived during the riots, and she had been 
married to low caste Muslim (Doom). Later she became widow and married to 
Shiekh Salar under the influence of Yasmeen Reshi. The name of the lady was 
“Sader Mouji” and they settled in Qaimoh village near Wanpoh in Anantnag 
district (some miles away from Anantnag). The widow, “Sadar Mouji” had two 


minor sons from her previous husband (the low caste Muslim) and no issue 
{rom Shiekh Salar. 


Shiekh-ul-Alam’s birth is still shrouded in mystery, as the Village was 
inhabited by Hindus during those days. Accidently Shiekh Salar and Sadar 
Mouji over heard a Brahmin saying to his wife near the sacred spring that if 
someone went to this spring on a particular day before dawn, two flower 
bougets shall appear in it. The mysterious quality of the first bouget shall be 
that the lady who smells it first shall give birth to a spiritual soul, having 
divinely traits. The second bouget shall also have the mysterious quality but 
her son shall not achieve the hieght of Spirituality as the first one. Sadar Mouji 
followed the instructions of the Brahmin and his sayings turned true and she 
gave birth to a saintly child in the year 1377 (A.D) christian €ra, whose spiritual 
lame spread far and wide. The second bouget was smelt by a Brahmin lady and 
she gave birth to “Bhim Reshi”; who was buried alive by Muslims. 


When the glittering face of this saintly child (Later as known as Shiekh-u}- 
Alam) shone, the village like the dazzling son, his parents: Salar Shiekh and 
Sadar Mouji were wild with delight. But soon after his birth, he refuseq to suck 
(ће mother’s breast and she felt disturbed. During those days, the great mystic 
Lalla Ded reached to hamlet, after her long sojourn. The mystic Whispered 
within the baby’s ear saying, “When you are not ashamed of your birth, 
why should you feel ashamed of sucking your mother’s breast”. As the 
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legend goes, it is said that the baby soon sucked the mother’s breast as if he 
had heard the divinely message. All the people felt bewildered and nobody 
could unfold the mystery. The Hindus began to have firm belief in this 
holy phenomena and it has been explained fully in the “Holy Gita”. Only 
this mystery was beyond the bounds of the worldly mortals, but the great 
mystic Lalla Ded could realize the super natural elements in this child. 


Later on, he was kept under the guidance of a teacher, but he refused 
to go beyond the first alphabet of the urdu language. After some time, 
Sheikh Salar departed from this mortal world. The widow mother, Sadar 
Mouji, was deeply concerned how to eke out a living. She was dismayed as 
the child refused to learn; She tried to motivate him in some arts and crafts 
still he did not show interest in any activity. He became fed up with the 
wordly comforts, which he realized were the sources of great pain. 


One fine morning, he left in search of Truth (God) alongwith his two 
step brothers. The chief occupation of his half brothers was theft and 
burglary. He was compelled to watch their nefarious activities but his 
heart was averse to them. 


Some incidents reflecting his austerity of soul 


1. Once his half brothers stole a blanket and asked Shiekh-ul-Alam to 
take home and they left in the other direction. When he ran towards home, 
the dogs began to bark at him. He could understand their language and 
realized that he had done a wrong deed and even small creatures like dogs 
warned him of the sinful act. He put the blanket on the cow to save her 
from cold and reached home empty handed. When his half brothers asked 
about it, he explained to them the barking of dogs in poetic vein. While in 
English translation it meant “Oh! ignorant human being, listen to the cry 
of the dog which meant as you sow, so shall you reap”. Shickh-ul-Alam 
went on saying that he could realize the evil deed that he had done that day 
and had to reap the fruits of it at the end. As a penance, he put the blanket 
on the cow and set her free. At this his brothers felt enraged and called him 
а madman. 


2. Once his brother broke open a house at Khudwani (a place adjacent 
to Kaimoh, Anantnag) and dragged him inside. While entering into the 
house he found the family members in nude form and took pity on their 
nudity. He threw his own blanket to cover them and returned without 
blanket. When his brothers asked about it, he replied, “I saw the family in 
nudity and covered them with my own blanket. We should protect the 
shelterless, is God’s decree”. At this his brothers cursed and abused him a 
lot, but he turned a deaf ear to them. 
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blown and the dome echoes with the sound of the drums; a word to the wise 
but the fool does not grasp even if the drums beat before him”. His 
auserity in diet and other ways of life were quite examplary. His ascetic 
чује, divinely vision, deep penance and devotion to the formless aspect of 
God was highly, commendable. Even he was quite against the ways of the 
Molavi’s and Mullahas (Religious preachers). As he opposed them fear- 
lessly in poetic vein. Once he bluntly remarked to a Mullah that he ate 
seven dainty dishes of “Hand and Sag” and assured him that he shall enter 


the paradise leaving behind the Mullah for eating the blood of the poor 
people. 


Even if hundreds of pages were written one of the author (K.L.Dhar) 
would not feel content to highlight the noble virtues of this great spiritual saint 
and his high moral values and miracles. So many great writers have written 
books about the poetic saying of this Divinely Dervesh. His prophetic sayings 
turn true in this Kaliyug (The Age of Kali; the age of violence, cheat and fraud) 
some of the Kashmiri researches have done a lot of research work on the life 
and teachings of this great Seer. Prominent among them Mr. Mohd Amin, 
Aftab Koul Wanchoo. Even the great historian of Kashmir, Pt. Anand Koul 
Bamzai, has been unable to touch all the facets of this Charimatic Saint. But a 
journal known as “Salikan Kashmir” that was in circulation in early seventien 
has highlighted, the miracles of this mystic. 


His flight to Heavenely Abode 


He left for the “World of Reality” in the month of Holy Ramdan (The 
fasting month of the Muslim Calendar) on 13th of Maghar in the year 1473 
Bikrimi Era) at Rupwan near modern, Chari Sharief, in Budgam district. 
He took rest for sometime at this place after long sojourn to relax himself. 
To quote, “This place is Chrar. Oh! exhausted body, take rest and wait 
here now and don’t go far”. Finally he breathed his last at this place and a 
grand masoleum over his mortal remains was raised in his memory. People 
of all faiths from all the corners of Kashmir used to come to this place, pay 
homage and seek blessings from this spiritual samt to fulfil their long 
cherished desires. It is said that he did not take solid grain for 26 years and 
fed himself on milk and water. He never took meat, onion and honey. 
Some sects of the Muslim community of Kashmir have remained vegetar- 
jan thus following his faith. People of all faiths rever this saint and do not 
take milk till they make their offerings at this holy shrine of “Almdar 
Kashmir”. This Sufi Saint has remained a symbol of Hindu Muslim 
cultural unity and his shrine an emblem of harmony, since he took birth on 

the soil of Sages (Kashmir). 








COMPOSITE CULTURE AND SAINTS OF RASKIN 


He had so many disciples, well known among them were, Baba Nasur- 
ud-Din, Zein Shah Sahib of Aishmaqam (near tourist Resort of Pahalgam), 
Lachman Reshi of Chrarisharief, Narain Reshi of Waterhail (A hamlet near 
Budgam). Shah Bibi of Pushkar (A place near Beerwah, Budgam) Srikant 
Reshi of Pampore and Jai Singh (Rajput) All the saints of the Rishi war and 
others of the Rishi order had totally abstained from meat, and onions as a 
mark of respect to this great saint. That 15 why “Kashmir” had been earlier 
known as “Rishi wari” or the “Land of Reshis” . 


Now the outlook of the modern people has changed and that 15 why 
crimes, fraud, cheat and adultery are on the rise because the people of this soil 
of sages have lost the noble values and do not follow the teachings of these 
noble Rishis and enjoy the “Tamsic’ (уре of pleasure by addicting themselves 
to alcholic drinks, dainty dishes of meat and have gone blind due to excessive 
sensuous pleasures. 


It was an ominous day for the people of this flowery vale, where the 
flowers of different hues bloomed together and the birds of beautiful colours 
warbled together, when an Afghan mercenary desecrated the sacred Shrine in 
the month of May 1994. Not satisfied with this, he finally set it on fire and thus 
turned the age long emblem of Kashmiri culture to ashes. Not only the people 
of Kashmir but the Kashmiri living in India and abroad were plunged into grief, 
when the holy shrine of the Sufi saint was levelled to the ground, as per press 
reports. 


Now the Govt. has begun to reconstruct this holy shrine, to restore the 
faith among Kashmiri. After the destruction of the holy shrine, the former Sadar 
Riyasat Dr. Karan Singh, in his fascinating article”. “That very special state” in 
the Sunday Times of India,” dated, May 21, 1995 wrote,” It is impossible to 
describe the exquisite beauty of the 600 year old shrine, which was a master 
piece of Kashmiri architecture, nor the tangible atmosphere of peace and 
spiritual fragrance that one encountered within its hallowed portals. While the 
outer structure might be built, the holy relics and artifacts have gone for ever, 
а grievious loss not only to the Kashmiris but also to the Spiritual heritage of 
the world. This act of concerted vandalism deserves the strongest possible 
condemnation. 


Even the famous Kashmiri writer, “ Ramesh Khazanchi іп his article, “Secu- 
larism Defiled”, published in the “Times of India” dated May 20, 1994 remarked 
Rishi War (The abode of saints) as the valley has been known for ages, 
symbolized the spirit of universal brotherhood tolerance and confluence of 
different faiths. Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Noorani (Peace be on his soul) was the 
apostle of Sufi creed, accepting in its fold, people of all religions, temporal and 
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famous as “PIR PANDIT PADHHAH HARDO JAHAN MUSHKIL ASAN” 
Which meant to “Oh! emperor of the two worlds, ease our troubles and 
tensions by your divinely grace”. 


His Miracles 


It is his miracle, that made his mother possible to have а dip in the holy 
Ganges, while sitting at home. In the other miracle, he brought the mother of his 
disciple, Nan Shah, back to life after serious illness. 


Once Mala Akhoon, (A Muslim priest) invited him to a feast on the 
condition that nothing should be tasted before the feast. When they laid the 
dinner sheet, so many dainty dishes like chicken, eggs, mutton and vegetables 
were prepared. Some of the disciples began to think how he could accept the 
invitation being a Non Muslim. However, when the dinner was laid, Peer Sahib, 
sprinkled water over it and all the items of dinner appeared in lively form. The 
Chickens and sheep ran from the dinner bowls and vegetables also turned 
fresh and green. One of the chickens had turned lame. Peer Sahib angrily spoke 
who had taken the leg of the lame chicken and its leg should be brought 
immediately. Akhoon shah sahib felt greatly ashamed and tendered an apol- 
ogy before Rishi Peer Sahib ina remorseful mood. Peer Sahib remarked, “This 
was an unholy dinner as his condition prior to its was not fulfilled”. At this all 
the disciples in the gathering were awe struck. They applauded his spirituality. 
He alongwith Nan Shah left without dinner. 


Another legend goes, that Malla Akhoon Sahib used to keep himself 
awake during the nights to learn the suparnatural skills to perform some 
charismatic feats. He used to perform wonders during the early morning, as he 
had gained knowledge of mysterious mazes. The people were unaware of 
it. It is said that there was a girl of matchless beauty of a wealthy family, 
perhaps from Delhi. Akhoon Shah developed lust for her and he was 
successful in bringing her to his home alongwith her bed, by dint of his 

magical charms, during the dead of the night and in the early mroning 
send her back to home. It remained a mystery for some time and the girl 
turned mad in love for Mala Akhoon. But the parents were quite unaware 
of this episode. Later on they got a smell of it and interrogated their 
daughter and she sunk her head in shame and confessed it. Her parents 
were deeply humiliated and aggrieved at the act of adultery of their 
daughter. To confirm the act of adultery, they asked her to bring the gift of 
that land, where she weni during the night. The next day she brought the 
twig of an almond tree and they came to know that it was a tree of Kashmir, 
that confirmed girl’s visit to Kashmir during the night. 
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The girl’s parents pleaded for justice in the court of Aurangzeb, 
through the then Governor of Kashmir, Asaf Khan. The Governor tried to 
investigate the matter thoroughly but could not get the clue, being a 
mystery. 


Finally, the parents accused Rishi peer and the Governor demanded 
that he should be introduced to him to know about his miracles. Aurangzeb 
send the royal order to detain Rishi Peer, as he knew the whole secret of 
the episode. It is said that when the king’s, ambassador brought the royal 
message, Peer Pandit Padshah rode on lion and appeared before King 
during the dead of the night. The king had a night-mare as a this mystic 
saint appeared before him. He requested Peer Sahib to produce his identity 
and he showed the procalamation. At this Aurangzeb, was tongue tied and 
cancelled his detention order and tendered an apology before him. After- 
wards he ordered to allot some villages of Delhi to him for the construc- 
tion of his shrines in different places of Delhi. 


These are some of the miracles of this spiritual soul among the 
unlimited miracles, performed by him. A great writer prepared a seperate 
booklet about the life and miracles of this mystic under anonymity. The 
sources, where from the authors have traced the brief life history of this 
saint is from a book entitled “Sanat Mala” written by Rugh Nath Dhar, 
mentioning that he has also traced the sources from a comprehensive 
treatise on this saint compiled and written in Persian by “Thakur Bhan”. 
This ancient Kashmiri writer who had two sons namely Keshi Nath Pandit 
and Lal Pandit. 


The annual “Shrada Ceremony” of this holy saint endowed with 
spiritual powers “PIR PANDIT PADSHAH” is performed every year with 
great devotion on the Sth day of the Baisaakh (Baisakh Panchami) accord- 
ing to the Bikrami Calendar. Perhaps some of the living descendents of this 
anchorite like “Nand Lal and Jia Lal Pandit might have also expired. His 
Ashram is situated near AliKadal (Budgir) in the down town of Srinagar 
city. 


Except the Persian version of his “Life and Miracles”, no Kashmiri 
writer has ever cared to prepare a detailed history, of this sage; a ray of the 
composite Kashmiri culture. It is said that there is a strange coincidence 
between his date of birth and date of death. He left this mortal body in the 
year 1754 (Bikrami) when his mortal remains were taken to perform the 
final rites. When a large gathering of mourners with the pall bearers lifted 
the cofin cloth, to their utter surprise, they found nothing in it. It is said 
that he left to Heavenly Abode with mortal remains as well. Hope that the 
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readers shall try to appreciate our little endeavour in bringing some of his 
miracles to lime light. 


Krishna Kar 


He was the son of Pt. Lal Kar of Rainawari. He was the Guru of Reshi Peer 
Sahib. It was according to the direction of Mata Sharika, the Divinely mother, 
that he became his Guru and got associated with him. It is said that this 
MASTANA or typical mystic reached Reshi Peer’s house and asked his 
mother to give him Reshi’s Hokka (Hubble bubble) for having one or two puffs 
of smoke. He also told his mother to give one or two puffs to Peer Sahib on 
reaching home. When he reached home, she told him of the mystic (Krishan 
Kar’s) arrival prior to him and his instructions to smoke two puffs of the same 
“Chellum”. As soon as, he (Reshi) took the second puff, a Divine spark kindled 
іп him and he was devoted to God. 


His life story is also linked with Mesha Sahib, as he was his disciple. A 
spark of Divinity kindled in him because of his association with Mesha Sahib. 


His father celebrated the marriage Ceremony of Krishan Kar himself and 
PT. Krishan Kar got some children as well. Later on he got detached to married 
life and moved to and fro in the garb of a Mastana (a typical mystic). He used 
to go around Hari Parbhat daily in the morning carrying a pot of fire with live 
ambers on his shoulders during his prakrama. He was a true and sincere 
devotee of “Mata ЅПагіка”. He had also an association with Zinda Peer. 


Nothing is known about his miracles but he even used to roam around 
Malkhah (a graveyard around the Hari Parbhat), wearing a garland of skulls 
round his head. He used to whisper in his own spiritual language and per- 
formed typical penance to satiate the holy mother “Sharika”. He was a typical 


asectic and a nude mystic poet as is evident from his ancient photo sketches 
drawn by some of the artists of his age. 


Being a disciple of Mesha Sahib, he did a yeomen’s service to him and he 
blessed him with the gift of spirituality, beyond the narrow barriers of race and 
religion. He also composed a poem in praise of Goddess “Sharika” in 
persian calling her a dazzling Goddess in divinely form. He also drew an 
imaginative pen portriat of the Goddness, blessing her true devotees. This 
typical mystic used to chant the hymn composed by him before her temple, 
at Hari Parbhat and felt tranquility of body and soul in his deep devotion. 
The great persian poetess and mystic (Ded Sahiba) also alluded to his 
mystic powers in one of her poems. Some. people during his age, were 

frightened by his awesome looks while in wrath, Wearing a garland of 
skulls just like the form of Maha Kali (The. wrathful form of Goddess 
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Durga). Some of his mystical poetry was beyond the comprehension of the 
worldly mortals. 


Meshasahib (Rainawari) 


There is a stange story about his life. It is said that a merchant, 
Niranjan by name lived in a village in Kishtiwar Tehsil of Doda (Jammu 
Province) had no issue but was of a spiritual bent of mind, endowed with 
qualities of benevolence and philanthropy. Once a Sadhu passed by his 
shop, he served him with reverence and gave him some money. The Sadhu 
felt greatly impressed by him nobility and istructed him to visit a forest 
nearby, there was a saint, Nanak Shah by name, who could fulfil his wish, 
being aslways in meditative mood by the sacred fire. Niranjan acted 
according to the Sadhu's biddings and a son was blessed to him. It was a 
great source of joy to the issueless couple. But unfortunately the couple 
died in a terrible flash of lightenning. The child was helpless pining for 
food and shelter. Soon Nanak Shah passed by the way and entrusted this 
destitute child to a Muslim landlord of Pakhli village. The Land Lord 
brought him up and he the boy grew up to a lad of fifteen years. He 
engaged the boy in tilling land. While tilling the land, he began to see his 
torn out rags. Accidently Lal Kar passed through that place and was 
surprised to see the boy tilling the land in a forlorn sate. Lal Kar asked him 
about his whereabouts and address of his master. Lal Kar spent night at his 
master's house and the former brought the tender: aged boy to Srinagar, 
after seeking the land lord's permission to take the boy with him. 


The land lord consented not knowing that the boy had gained the 
spiritual height. Lal Kar smelt some spiritual element in him and instructed 
his family members to assign light work to him as a servant. He also 
alloted him a seperate room in his house at Rainwari. 


It is said that Saint Nanak Shah had given him some lessons of wisdom 
and he began to meditate in the room allotted to him. Lal Kar, having no 
issue had earnestly prayed for a son to this boy, who turned into a mystic 
and came to be known as “Mesha Sahib”. Mesha Sahib granted his wish 
and a son was born to him, who became a typical Mastana, “KRISHAN 
KAR” by name. Later Krishan Kar became the disciple of Mesha Sahib. 


Miracles of Mesha Sahib 


Some time after Lal Kar passed away without perfoming the thread 
ceremony of Krishan Kar. Then his mother asked him in an obligi +. nood 
as to who would per‘or 1 the thread ceremony of his son. The fir: .niracle 
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of Mesha Sahib was that he brought Lal Kar back to life to enable him to 
perform the sacred thread ceremony. Lal Kar lived upto sixty years. 


Afterwards this typical ascetic lived in a small hut near Nalla Mar (A 
canal that links the city with Dal Lake, afterwards it was levelled and a 
circular road built over it during Sheri Kashmir’s regime). Mesha Sahib 
remained a tight lipped meditator. 


Once a carge boat passed through this link canal and it stopped all of 
a sudden. The boat men tried hard to row it but of no avail. Mesha Sahib 
broke his silence and shouted to them in a loud voice to utter the name of 
“MESHA PASHAH”. They uttered it and the boat moved ahead. All 
Hindus and Muslims pined for his darshan “DEEDAR”. He left for 


heavenly abode on 1021 (Hijri era) and it snowed heavily on that day. As ` 


the tradition goes, people say that it snowed on the day of his “Urs” and he 
was also called by his followers as “SHEEN MISHA” or “Snow Misha”. 
His Urs is celebrated on the 5th day of Poha (in Bikrami era) near his 
shrine at Rainawari, Srinagar. He was a shining example of Hindu Muslim 
unity. 

Leelawati 


Her family history could not be traced but she was a obscure saint and 
а renowned mathematician. She specialized in astrology as well. Some of 
her mathematical axioms are alluded in modern mathematical courses. But 
it is unfortunate that no book has so far been published to highlight her 
contribution in mysticism and astrology. People say that she was born 
before the great mystic, Lalleshwari, though her exact date of birth is still 
shrouded in a mystery. 


Jaman Devi 


She was a Brahaman lady of Lar (A village near Ganderbal Kashmir). 
She had become a widow during her teenage and devoted herself wholly 
and solely to the worship of God. She had also visited the ashram of Rupa 
Bhawani at Lar, and gained the divinely knowledge in her association. She 
also became a mystic afterwards-and so many of her devotees saw her in 
deep meditation at the holy cave of “Amar Nath”. It is sad that so many 
such pearls of Vitasta have remained under the curtain and the present 
authors have tried to give a brief background of such ignored mystics. 


Ssamapta Devi 


Her early life history has not been available but her Ashram was 
situated at “URPISH”; a place adjacent to Nuner, Ganderbal. People 
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planted a fruit orchard in her memory and a Dharamshala was also built 
near it. Her miracles could not be traced but it will not be out of place to 
mention that she was also a divine soul. 


Shri Bhat 


He was a great physician during the reign of Sultan Zein-ulab-ud-Din 

` Badshah. (the most popular king of Kashmir) He belonged (о Vichar Nag, а 

place near Soura (the birth place of Sheri Kashmir, Shiekh Mohd Abdullah). He 

lived during an age, when the Hindus of Kashmir were subject to so many 

atrocities by the cuel king known as “Sikandar Butshikan”; (Sikander; the idol 

destroyer of Kashmir). Some of the Hindus fled from Kashmir and it is said that 
only eleven families of Hindus remained in Kashmir. 


The ways of God are mysterious and after him the great King Budshah 
began to rule. All of a sudden, he developed a dangerous carbuncle. АЛ the 
physicians and Hakims began to treat him but of no avail. His ailment aggra- 
vated and every medicine turned ineffective. Soon the great devotee of God, 
and a Hakim was called. He assured that he would cure the king, being blessed 
with supernatural powers. He gave him a herbal balm and the king began to 
recover gradually and his uneasiness disappeared. The King got a new lease of 
life by his treatment and called him to his court. He asked him to demand for the 
reward and assured him to pay whatever he demanded. Shri Bhat showed 
indifference and remained silent for some time, feeling aggrieved at the pathetic 
plight of his own race. Shri Bhat replied what reward he would demand, when 
his own brethren were living in exile. The great reward to him would be if his 
brethren were brought back with honour and diginity. The great King (Budshah) 
acceded to his request and asked him to demand something more. Shri replied 
that Hindus should be exempted from surcharge tax. He accepted to all his 
demands and Hinus (Pandits) again began to live happily in this vale of 
composite culture as the birds and flowers of different hues and the valley 
dazzled with brightness and the air was filled with appealing fragrance. Later on 
this great and benevolent king started so many welfare schemes both for 
Hindus as well as Muslims and the birds again began to warble in Kashmir, in 
a free and fearless atmosphere. 


Later on Shri Bhat was elevated to the rank of Director (Chief) of 
Health Services. He was a Godly man and devoted all his energy for the 
benefit of the creations of God. He was non attached and cared less for 
himself but more for the prosperity of the people. His selfless devotion, 
feeling that the service of people was the service of God proved him to be 
a great “Karamyogi” and the whole of Kashmir appreciated Shri Bhat and 
the magnanimous king, Budshah. Even the people utter his name to relieve 
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them from the miseries and burdens of life calling him as “Budshah” 
PADSHAH”; Shri Bhat the renowned physician and a Messiah of Kashmir. 


Sham Sunder Koul (Jalali) 


He was born in the Jalali dynasty of Rainawari. The clues of his far 
history were unavailable but it is said that he spent most of his life Span in deep 
meditation in а forest near “BRARIANGAN” (a forest near Uttersu via Achabal 
Anantnag route) near the temple of Uma Devi, three hundred years back. 
Remanand Swami was his disciple. There is also a natural spring near his 
Ashram and it still exists at Brari Agnan as it was constructed in they year 1953 
(A.D.). At this holy place, so many grief stricken people seek solace. Even 
great Saints and Sadhus seek rekuge in this peaceful and divinely place. They 
perform puja and chant holy bhajans (devotional songs). The Dharmarth Trust 
had also constructed another Dharamshala to provide shelter to the Sadhus 
who proceed to the holy Amarnath cave via that route. 


mily 


As the tradition goes this saintly person had attained divinely wisdom, 
while he used to chant the divinely name at this Heaven like place of the 
Anantnag District of Kashmir Valley. 


Sahib Koul (Kharyar) 


He was born in Kharyar, (Habbakadal) in the down town of Srinagar and 
belonged to the above mentioned dynasty. He was well versed in Sanskrit and 
Persian and an obscure Sadhu as well as poet. He had written many religious 
books like “Alam Charitar” and “Krishna Avtar”. Besides these, he wrote so 
many books of Sanskrit literature. Being, the sincere devotee of Mata DURGA 
(The Divinely Mother), he never abstained from meat and drink. He believed 
that such things were his source of inspiration. 


His Prohetic Sayings 


He was a contemporary of Rishi Peer, Some years younger to him, he had 
prophesied that another Sun shall rise on the soil of Kashmir in the form of 
Rishi Peer. He cured patients by supernatural powers, being a Hakim (an 
oriental physician). As the tradition goes, a patient who had lost also hope 
of survival was brought to him, looking pale and terribly sick. He cast a 
glance upon him and proposed that a pan of milk should be heated and 
advised the patient to be tied above it in upside down posture so that the 
steam of the milk went to his brain through nostrils. People around were 
awe struck as a small snake came out of his mouth. Thus he got cured of his 
ailment and revived back in a miraculous manner. : 
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As the tradition goes, it is said that once cholera had spread in 
Kashmir and it took the shape of dreaded epidemic. Accidentally a 
fisherwoman entered into his house to sell fish. His family members 
demanded money from him to buy them, but realizing the reality, he 
prohibited them to buy the fish. At this all the family were wild with anger 
and his wife remarked “Let me buy them from my own money No sooner 
did the fisherwoman begin to weigh than the scales of the balance got tilted 
го one side. She weighed the fish of the whole basket but the balance tilted 
one side. The fisherwoman became puzzled at this mysterious phenom- 
enon.’ Soon Sahib Кош, the mystic, cast a glance on the fisherwoman. The 
fisherwoman was blushed and tendered an apology, realizing his mystical 
powers. He warned the fisherwoman not to enter without his permission. 
When she ran away, the raging chloera calmed down, Sahib Koul declared 
in meditation that the fisherwoman was the cause of cholera. 


In short, he was a mystic of mysterious powers. Some of his descend- 
ents like, “Madhusudhan Sahib, Nand Lal, Sarwanand Sahib also passed 
away some time back, probably in mid seventies. 


Saiyeed Ali Hamdani Sahib (PUBH) 


He actually hailed from Hamdan, a province of Iran and moved towards 
Kashmir in the year 1379 A.D. He was also regarded as a mystic of the highest 
order. He was well renowned for his spiritual powers and was also seen by the 
great mystic Lalleshwari as well. He had earlier performed some miracles in Iran 
as well and later rode to every nook and corner of Kashmir valley for a period of 
seven years, while preaching the noble doctrines of Islam. 


His tomb lies near the shrine of Goddess “Kali” on the banks of river 
Jhelum, in Srinagar city, also known as the city of seven bridges, just on the left 
side of Zainakadal bridge. There still exists the spring of Goddess Maha Kali on 
the inner side of the holy shrine. It is said that there is spring inside the Shrine 
and nobody is allowed to cast a glance on it and whosoever does so turns 
blind according to the tradition. 


As the legend goes a sacred discourse on spirituality took place between 
that Hindu ascetic and Syed Hamdan Sahib (Peace be on his soul) near that 
spring. While others say that he also embraced Islam at the Syed Sahib’s 
bidding. 


This holy ascetic (Dervash); Syed Sahib advised the people to follow 
the teachings of Islam in word and deed and so many mosques, shrines and 
Ziratgahs. (The holy places of Islamic cult) were built throughout the valley of 
Kashmir. He also met Lalleshwari on the soil of the sweet valley as already 
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mentioned in her life and miracles. Besides her, he also had Spiritual 
conversation with the Sufi Saint Shiekh Noor-ud-din Wali Sahib (PBUH ja 
(ALMDARI-KASHMIR): Peace be upon his soul. 


His annual Urs known as “Ura Shahi Hamdan Sahib” is celebrated 
with religious sanctity every year. That day was declared a gazzetted 
holiday even during the Maharaja’s reign as well. There is also a grave 
yard of this Muslim mystic on one side of the compound. The whole area is 
strongly fenced with a big entrance gate on the Mughal style of architec- 
lure. On the river side the Hindu Goddess; Maha Kali” is also worshipped 
depicting the age long composite culture of the valley. A booklet has, 
already been published about the life and teachings of this divinely soul, 
who practised Islam and spread it by love and motivated everyone by his 
chrismatic personality. Even late Bakshi Gulam Mohd, Chief Minister of 
J&K was buried in the compound of “Shahi Hamdan Sahib (PBUH) 


Shah Sahib (Safakadal) 


His original name was Namat Ullah Shah and most of his devotees called 
him with reverence as Shah Sahib. He actually hailed from Iran and was a poet 
of Persian language. He was the conemporary of Rupa Bhawani and a typical 
mystic with charismatic personality. He enabled a Hindu to have darshan of 
“Lord Shiva” on the occassion of Shivratri and eulogized the Divinity of “Lord 
Shiva” in Persian verse. Both Hindus as well as Muslims revered him as a 
“Dervesh” beyond the barriers of race or religion. He propheseid about the 
turbulent times ahead of Kashmir and that virtually happened till Budshah took 
the reigns of Kashmir. Some of his famous sayings are inscribed around the 
walls of his shrine. Those have been recorded by a famous historian of 
Kashmir” and an Englishman had also copied them, though prohibited by the 
Trustees of the shrine. He was also a contemporary of Batmallo Sahib. 


Batamaloo Sahib 


His original name was, Shiekh Dawood and was a typical saint with 
austere dietary habits. Following the example of Almdar-Kashmir. Shiekh Noor- 
ud-Din Wali (PBUH) he also abstained from meat and eggs. His followers 
have also restricted themselves to the Vegetarian diet. 


Even the people, who visit his shrine during his Urs (Annual 
comemorative day) abstain from meat and people of all faiths of Kashmir 
shower petals of affection and devotion during the Urs. According to the 
tradition a fierce wind blows during the Urs, therefore he is also Called as 
“Wav Batmaloo Sahib” (Windy Batmaloo Sahib). - 


~ 
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It is said that he used to help the poor and needy and those suppliants 
used to prostrate themselves before the shrine calling him with reverence as 
“Batmoul” (The Giver of food) 


Much is not known about his miracles and the authors pray to the readers 
to inform them if they know about some of his miracles. It is shocking to note 
that most of the Kashmir writers have ignored this great Dervesh, really a jewel 
in the flowery vale. 


Peer Dastgir Sahib 


His original name was Saiyced Abdul Qadir Jeelani (Peace be upon him). 
He hailed from Baghdad and belonged to the Saiyeed Dynasty. He fled from 
Baghdad due to the atrocities committed by the cruel king “Taimur Shah”. He 
travelled throughout the valley of Kashmir and finally started spiritual medita- 
tion at Khanyar, Srinagar. (A place in the vicinity of Rainawari). He was a 
higher order Dervesh (A supreme saint with higher spiritual powers), with 
sober and sublime manners. He helped everyone, especially the destitute, the 
orphan and the needy, who bowed their hearts out of reverence а! his Dargah 
(the holy shrine) and that is why he was known as “Dastgir Sahib” which 
literally meant a saint who laid a helping hand to the helpless. He was an 
austere saint. The great writers have published his biography alongwith his 
awe inspiring miracles. People of all faiths bowed their heads with devotion at 
his Dargah. The Govt. has donated enough land for the Inn and common 
Langer (Massmeal). The J&K Auqaf Trust runs all these shrines in the valley. 


One of the authors of this book (K.L.Dhar) had also developed deep faith 
in this supreme spiritual soul as one of his shrine was situated in his vicinity at 
Rah Baba Sahib, Ali Kadal, in the down town of Srinagar city. All his family 
members used to bow their heads down at his Ziyarat (Rah Baba Sahib) and 
seck blessings from this great divinely soul, who had come to this earth to 
alleviate the sufferings of the poor, diseased, needy and helpless. He used to 
bless them if they prayed to him with pure heart and soul. 


Makhdoom Sahib 


He was the son of Baba Usman Sahib of Tujjar, Bandipora Kashmir (A 
beautiful scenic spot in the Baramulla district of Kashmir). It is said that he 
came to this mortal world in 898 (Hijri Era). From the very birth, he had in 
born traits of a typical mystic, so he deserted his home, when he was a 
tender child, and liked to have an association with Derveshs and Mystics. 
He also travelled throughout the Kashmir valley and devoted himself in 
search of Truth at the foot of the Hariparbhat, (a hillock in the heart of the 
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Srinagar city) during his last years of life. He devoted himself to the 
Service of the Almighty in a small cottage quite adjacent to the temple of 
“Maha Ganesha”. Afterwards a great “Khanqah was built during the 
Mughal reign. He was’ an examplery of typical austerity Both Hindus as 
well as Muslims became his followers. The authors have also, bowed at his 
holy Dargah several times during their Prakrama to Hariparbhat. He 
hecame a well known spiritual saint called by the name of “Shickh Hamza” 
Gh. Mohi-ud-din, son of Moh-ud-Din Makhdoomi published a book in 
Persian about the life and teachings of this spiritual saint. All the miracles 
of this charismatic saint have been recorded in this book. Sheri Kashmir 
improved the structure of the shrine by building a fine entrance and a stair 
case of carved stones upto the threshold of the shrine. People of all faiths 


used to pay obesience to him, after having parikrama around Hari Parbat, 
(The Abode of Ma Sharika) 


Krishan Bhat 


His actual birth place is said to be Sopore, (A town adjacent to 
Baramulla), Kashmir, Nothing is known about his Guru or family history. 
It is only a heresay that he left Sopore and came to Srinagar for deep 
penance. Though the place, where his Asram was is unknown, still he was 
a well renowned religous scholar (Jotshi), we get evidences of it from his 
“BRHESH KATHA” a devotional story written in typical linguistic code, 
quite symbolic to the dialect of “Granth Sahib”. Some portion of this book 
had been retained by Siri Bayu alias “TAPLOO” and Sham Bayu (the 
priests, of Kashmiri), residents of Bohri Kadal, in the vicinity of Zainakadal, 
Srinagar. The Treasure of Astrology was the sole source of livelihood for 


these priests, as they used to read the fate lines of the people, who wished 
to know. their future. s 


Krishan Pandit was a top order 
Bhawani with his associates off and on 


Goddess at Tulla Mulla. During those days, there was no shrine and only 
drops of water oozed out from a mulbery tree in the compound. Krishan 
Pandit got an inspiration from the Goddess and gave the water a shape of a 
spring. It is said that he also saw a snake that appeared at the spot, 
Wherefrom the water oozed out. Thus the spring was fenced according to 
his instructions and the spring came into existence іп “OM FORM” The 
alphabet of good omen according to Hindu religion. This was the miracle 
of his spiritual powers and “Godess Ragyna became pleased and appeared 
at this place. So this place was regarded as the holiest of the holy places of 
Kashmir. There is also another version of the appearance of “Khir Bhawani” 


ascetic, as he used to visit Khir 
and chanted hymns in praise of the 
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at this spot. It is also said that there 15 a holy confluence of the invisible 
rivers around this place like the Jhelum, the Gangas and the Sindh. 


The other legend goes, that it was the residence of Ravana (the cruel 
king of Lanka) and he began to indulge in unrighteous deeds and inflict 
atrocities on the people there. Then Sri Ram Chander Ji, (the noble Lord of 
Hindus) seiged this place. Goddess Ragnaya was outraged by the evil 
deeds of Ravana and appeared on the spot escorted by Bajrang Bali 
Hanuman Ji (The Lord in the garb of a monkey, relieving the troubles of 
his devotees in Hindu mythology) as mentioned in the holy Ramayana. 
(The holy book of Hindus) 


This holy place has a great significance, it is said that if the colour of 
the spring changes into black, then some evil is going to befall upon the 
people, Pilgrims from all corners of the valley and abroad used to come to 
this place to seek the blessings of the Divine Mother. The compound 
inside the holy shrine has been floored with white stones and made more 
spacious with the gigantic Chinar trees in the middle. It is surrounded by a 
convoy of confectionary shops. 


Thus this holy saint was the great devotee of the Godess Ragyna and 
he had a vision and located the place of the holy spring. His disciple was 
Wag Pandit. 


Wag Pandit (Taploo) 


His date of birth and death is not known but he hailed from Srinagar 
and his Guru was Krishan Pandit. 


It is said he came from the mother’s womb after nearby two and a half 
years, while normally a child remains in the feotus for nine months. 
Dishavelled long hair on his head as well as teeth had appeared at the time 
of his birth and that is why he was called “TAPLOO” (which in Kashmiri 
means, having too much hair). 


He became well renowned Sanskrit and Persian scholar in his later 
life. From the very begining like other saints, he was detached from 
worldly life and developed true devotion for the Lord. He turned into a 
top mystic during his later life and his descendents had the surname of 
“Taploos” instead of Pandits as some of the surnames of Kashmiri Pandit, 
dynasties were dubbed in this manner. The name of his descendent was Pt. 
Amar Nath Taploo. 


Much is not known about the miracles of this typical mystic- The 
authors would feel indebted to the readers if the clues of such ignored 
mystics and their miracles were provided to them to highlight them in the 
future editions. 
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Jia Ram Aliaszanan Zayu 


His original name was Jia Ram. No clues were available about his family ” 


history but it is a known fact that he lost his parents at a tender age. He served 
in a private capacity to Hindu Family at Rainawari to eke out a living. He had 
hidden qualities of a saint, being quite simple and that is why womantolk asked 
him to do every work and he even picked up lice from their heads. That is the 
reason that he was also nick named as “ZANAN ZAYU” (a man always ata 
woman’s beck and call). Though he never attended a religious gathering or 
Satsang, but inwardly he had the traits of a saint. So much so when Rishi Peer 
desired to have his darshan, he entered into his room secretly. It is said that he 
passed away in his room during sleep. When Reshi Peer came to know of it and 
went to see him, he turned his face towards him though his soul had not 
completely left his body. The mystery of this secret could not be unravelled. 
But people were unable to grasp his spiritual powers till the last hour of his 
death. He had no disciple. The authors can not justify the authencity of these 


obscure saints but legends of the writers of by gone days have thrown light on 
their spiritual powers. 


Baskar Razdan 


He actually hailed from Bhan Mohalla, Habba Kudal, Srinagar. He was a 
well known Sanskrit scholar and had a knowledge of astrology as well. 


Her was born in the year 1815 (A.D.). He published many books and 
translated the “WAKHAS of Lalleshwari” (160 verses) in Sanskrit. His son 
Jagar Nath Razdan who also made a name as a famous astrologist of his times 
had propheseid a solar eclipse and conveyed this message to then Governor of 
Kashmir, “Shuja-ul-Mulk” that the said eclipse was going to occur at 4 P.M. on 
а particular day. But he made the prediction that it was going to occur at 12 
noon on that very day and his prediction turned true. The Governor felt 
extremly pleased at his accurate prediction and donated a village and an estate 


as a boon for his sound knowledge of astrology. He passed away in the year 
1874 (A.D). 


The sources of the present book are the old manuscripts and a work “Sant 
Mala” written by Late Pt. Rugh Nath Dhar in Urdu. 


Mansa Ram Razdan 


He was the son of the famous astrologer, Jagan Nath Razdan as mentioned _ 
above. He received his formal education upto ten years of age and later on 
developed the signs of Bakhti (Religious devotion) and led the ше gi a 
recluse- 
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The authors have taken enough pains to bring the lives of obscure 
saints as above into lime light, while relying on the urdu/persian manu- 
scripts of the earlier writers. 

‘Iv is said that as child he once ate a lump of clay, his mother ran to take 
it out and clean his mouth but she was awestruck, when she saw the picture 
of the whole cosmos in his mouth just like Devaki, mother of Lord 
Krishna, saw the whole cosmos in Lord Krishna’s mouth. She revealed the 
whole episode to his husband but he instructed her not to give it a 
publicity. This clearly reveals that he was an incarnation of some divinely 
soul. He had a sharp wit and wisdom and married at the age of sixteen but 
her consort died only after two years of marriage. 

His heart resembled that of Lord Mahavira (the founder of Jainism) 
full of pity and compassion for every aggrieved soul. He made his Ashram 
at Roop Lank (Near CHAR CHINARI, in the heart of the Srinagar’s 
famous transparent water lake, known as Dal Lake). He meditated there for 
one month during his early years of life and later on turned homewards. 
The room, where he meditated upon, was preserved till the decade of the 
seventies of the present century (Twentieth Century). He used to be in 
Samadhi, (near the sacred fire) and was later Christened as “Dooni Sahib”. 
His annual death day was celebrated by his descendants in Srinagar and a 
Memorial existed оп his name till seventies. 


Miracles of Mansa Ram 
Doosra Bevah 


It is said that once a Hindu widow (Kashmiri Pandit widow) went to 
him to know about the future of her daughter because the astrological 
effect of some stars was very ominous (evil omen) upon her son-in-law, as 
she wished to marry her. She had heard about supernatural powers of fis 
saint and wanted to ward off the evil effect through some incantations or 
spells. She began to apprehend that her daughter might also turn a widow. 
The typical mystic MANSA RAM, replied out of compassion that she 
should not feel unnerved and there is no danger to his son-in-law. He 
further informed that there was one remedy and if she acted upon it, the 
evil stars hovering around her could be warded off. She replied that she 
was prepared to accept any advice of him. Mansa Ram told her to bring her 
daughter, as she was unmarried still, to the Ashram for some time, so that 
she could serve him as a partner to avoid the evil effect of stars upon her. 
‘The widow accepted to the terms set by the saint due to the deep motherly 
attachment. He married to the widow’s daughter and the marriage was 
performed according to the religious rites. The girl flourished in the 
company of the mystic and she gave birth to a son. | 


DETAILS OF SAINTS 


This is one of the miracles performed by him to ward off the evil of the 
widow to avoid his daughter becoming, second widow. One of his деуо- 
tees. Pandit Nand Ram Ticku, was posted as a cabinet Minister in Kabul by 
the then Pathan Governor of Kashmir and one of his brothers, Harnam Das 
was also serving in a high post during this Pathan regime. Pt. Nand Ram 
had instructed his brother to devote himself to the service of the typical 
ascetic, Pt. Mansa Ram during his absence. Once a suppliant wrote a letter 
to Pt. Harnam Das who had obeyed his so many orders, but this time he 
failed to do so not knowing the mystic height of Mansa Ram. Soon Pt. 
Mansa Ram fell in a trance and the voice said, “Harnam Das, is not worthy 
of the high post and some one else should be appointed in his place”. It is 
said that soon the the dismissal orders were served to him as he had 


disobeyed the spiritual saint. Mansa Ram’s request and soon his condition 
went from bad to worse. 


In the third miracle, a person namely Birbal Wangnoo was made an 
officer of high rank during the Pathan rule, as he was a sincere devotee of 
the mystic, Mansa Ram, and had fulfilled so many of his wishes. Once 
again he recommended another suppliant’s case to Pt. Wangnoo, and that 
time, he refused to do some favour to him and remarked, that if he 
favoured the case and the Pathan Governor came to know of it, the latter 
shall tear off his belly. He suggested that he shall go to Jammu and do 
some favour to the case there, as they were not well aware of it. So the 
great mystic Mansa Ram was compelled to move to Jammu expecting a 
favour in his devotee’s case. When he reached Banihal, he came to know 
that Pt, Birbal Wangnoo was detained there in connection with some fraud 


Гиз Birbal Wagnoo got the reward of playing foul game with the typical 
mystic. 


While on his onward journey to Jammu he had to travel for two days 
without food. A shopkeeper offered him some milk out of devotion 
perceiving some divinely power in him. Due to some ignorance, the 
shopkeeper’s wife poured some poisonus substance in place of sugar. 
Mansa Ram drank it, while the shopkeeper felt the need of that poisonus 
chemical required for sale and enquired from his wife, she replied that she 
mistook it for sugar and thus mixed it into the milk. Both of them felt 
aggrieved at this incident and apprehended his death on the way. The 
shopkeeper тап out of ‘curiosity and was able to have his Darshan. Не 
tendered an apology for mixing the poisonus substance instead of sugar 
out of sheer ignorance. -He was bewildered to see Pt. Mansa Ram, the 


saintly soul, quite hale and hearty. This was another Miracle fo his 
spiritual powers. 
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Chenani Ashram 


Mansa Ram on his onward journey to Jammu reached to Chinani (A 
place adjacent to Udhampur). There he chanted the holy Mantra (the 
sacred hymn) in a “KUTYA” (a small cottage). Gradually the fame of his 
mystic powers went far and wide so much so that the then Dogra Maharaja 
invited him to dinner on the annual Shrada (Annual ritual of the dead, 
according to Hindu religion) of his father. The Mahraja expressed his wish 
to the mystic, Mansa Ram, to see the physical form (Image) of his dead 
father. Mansa Ram agreed to it. provided that his deceased father should 
be allowed to depart after the “Shrada Ceremony” was over. Accidentally, 
the Maharaja forgot to bid farewell to his deceased father and began to 
take the meal. Mansa Ram was also offered meals but he refused to dine, 
enquiring the reason of his refusal, the saint replied how he could dine in 
presence of his dead father. The Maharaja realized his fault and paid adicu 
to his father, while Mansa Ram began to take the meal. 


Both the Maharaja and Mahrani were awe struck by this miracle and 
applauded his height of spirituality and offered him, a village known as “Gohar” 
perhaps “Gourdi” (Modern name) (Chinani) as a boon for this miracle. After 
some time, his wife also reached to the Ashram and gave birth to a son there. 
His mother also passed away in that Ashram. He performed the funeral rites of 
his mother with great piety and devotion and instructed his wife and the new 
born lad to leave for Srinagar, but she refused to do. He left to the forest all 
alone, like “Lord Budha” in search of the “Reality (бод )". Her wife left the child 
there and went in search of his life partner. She moved to and fro without food 
or drink for several days. She could not trace him and took a vow that if she 
would not meet his husband, she would commit suicide. Mansa Ram received 
an inner message of the stead fastness of his wife and he virtually came to sec 
her after three days but they did not talk to each other. Mansa Ram went ahead 
and she followed him like a shade. Then he promised to live with her for 
complete one year on the condition that she would leave for home (Srinagar) 
she agreed to it and they again returned to their Kutya. It took them four days 
to go back there and she was worried about the child, whom she left at the 
mercy of God. He advised her riot to worry and asked her to catch the thumb of 
his foot and close her eyes, she did likewise and was utterly bewildered to 
sce the infant sucking her thumb on the bed, where she left him. Her wife 
was wild with delight and was all praise for the divinely element of his 
husband. They passed the year as agreed upon together and she left for 
Srinagar along with the baby to fulfil his word. There she performed her 
nomenclature ceremony (ceremony to Christan the child) and Christened 
him as “Sant Ram”. - 
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After sometime, he moved in the other direction of Chinani and 
reached to a distant village known as “KALEDAR VILLAGE” in the 
Jchlum District of Kashmir (now under POK:- Pakistan occupied Kashmir 
or Azad Kashmir) there he built an Ashram and it still exists there on the 
name of “DOONI SAHIB ASHRAM” (The Baba, who used to prepare 
sacred fire and pour oblations to it). 


Even the Britishers were puzzled at his miracles and donated so, many 
villages to him calling him “Baba” (the saint with mystic powers). While in 
his Ashram, he got a message about the Yagnopavit cermony of his son 
(Sacred Thread Ceremony) taking place in srinagar and remained tongue 
пей on the day of the “YAGNOPAVIT” he told his servant, that he will 
keep fast as his inner vision bade him to do so. He took a divinely meal 
late in the evening coinciding with thread ceremony to the utter bewilder- 
ment of his devotees. On the actual day of his son’s “Thread ceremony” he 
sat on his “ASAN” (the elevated seat of his meditation). Spiritually he 
reached to Srinagar on that very ‘Asan’ All his kith and kin were extremely 
awe struck at this miracle, and as the tradition goes, he performed the 
thread ceremony himself. 


When he again made up his, mind to depart to his holy destination, all 
his family members stopped him, but he did not listen to their appeals and 
in the morning, he found himself in his own Ashram at afore-mentioned 
place. In the morning, when he woke up, he told his servants to prepare 
meals and serve the “Prashad” (the remains of the food, left after making 
sacred oblations to the fire) that he had carried from the “Thread cer- 
emony” of his son. The devotees beside him were bewildered at this 
miracle, as to how he had gone to attend the ceremony in the deep 
meditation. Even his relations also began to search for him as he came in a 
mysterious way, and vanished also in a mysterious way. This was one of 

his greatest miracles, that left everybody awe stunned. 


One of his descendants known as Visheshwar Razdan, passed away in 
the early seventies of this century (20th century). His other miracles have 
also been published in the Hindi Language by some of the Kashmiri 
writers. In 1947, when some areas of the state were came under (POK) and 
his estates worth lakhs of rupees also came under their occupation. The 
Pakistani authorities were approached in this matter. God knows what was 
its outcome. But the Dewan of his Highness, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 
named, Dina Nath who was also his favourite disciple, also donated a large 
number of estates, both at Srinagar as well at Jammu:- Kaledar Village, in 
his memory. 


Nothing was known about his other disciples. 
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Sudha Sahib 


“Не hailed from the village Vessu in the Anantnag district of Kashmir. 
Nothing is known about his date of birth and date of death. He had 
association with some of the eminent saints of his time and they were, 
“LAB SHAH” “NARAIAN KOUL” etc. Не had so many devotees and 
disciples and it is said that during his life time, he left for mountain 
“HARMUKH” (KAILASH, MANSOROVAR) for pilgrimage, while blow- 
ing the conch. He instructed his followers to move back to their homes, 
while he left for good to make an obeisance to Lord SHIVA, as he was his 
sole devotee and thus wished to see his abode (KAILASH MOUNTAIN) in 
the higher ranges of snow clad Himalyas. 


Jeevan Shah (Rainawari) 


He was son of Raj Kak Pandit of Rainawari and his mother had no 
issue upto forty five years of age. She was a divinely lady and used to visit 
Khir Bhawani (The Divinely Mother) at Tulla Mulla off and on. As the 
tradition goes, the divinely Godess fulfilled her wish and she gave birth to 
twin males. The first son was named “Hari Ram” and the second son 
became popular as “JEEVAN SHAH” though his father got him married, 
but still he remained detached to sensuous pleasures. In his earlier years, 
he: started meditation in his home and used to sit on the ASAN (a 
rectangular piece of wood) and chant the name of holy Lord. 


Some of his portraits reveal that he was a typical “Mastana” and used 
to smoke, having a large brass hubble bubble. 


His brother Hari Ram, led a family life and some of his descendants 
were, Shiv Jee Peer and Sham lal peer and they passed away some decades 
back, Sham Lal Peer, published a small booklet about “The Life and 
Miracles of Jeevan Shah” His annual day was celebrated at Rainawari till 
the end of the eighties decade (1989). He devotees used to distribute 
“Prashad” to the people on this day. 


His miracles 

He was a man of miraclulous powers and a higher order mystic. Some of his 
miracles have been mentioned that really awe stunned, the people of his 
times. 1 

During the year 1783 (A.D.) when Azam Khan, the then Governor of 
Kashmir tortured Hindus to a great extent according to the historical 
chronicles. 
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So many Hindus of Kashmir became victims of Violence. As the 
ıradition goes, it is said that once а boat carrying Afghans, rowed across 
the Nala Mar (A link canal in earlier days, that connected Dal Lake with 
the river Jehlum, now it has been levelled and a circular road built on it). 
А young Hindu (Kashmiri Pandit) girl passed along the banks of the canal 
and the Pathan Governor ordered the Pathans (Afghans) to bring the girl 
into the boat for some nafarious act. All the Hindus felt aggrieved at this 
immoral act, but they were helpless against the atrocities of the Governor 
and his authoritarian and dictatorial rule. Some of the Hindu devotees 
went to Jeevan Shah and bowed to him with joined palms with the request 
lo save the Hindu girl form the evil designs of the Governor. Jeevan Shah, 
awoke from meditation and listened to their tale of woe. At this he struck 
the walls of his room with his walking stick and uttered in Persian which 
meant. “If God does not give His decreee, let the boat sink by the decree of 
Jeevan Shah and the innocent girl be saved”. No sooner did Jeevan Shah 
utter these words than the boat capsized and nobody except this innocent 
girl survived. i 


Once the crops failed, owing to drought all the greenary faded away, 
the large number of cattle and tribal people (Gujjars) passed away. At last 
ihe people of all faiths went to Jeevan Shah and explained to him their 
miserable plight due to scanty rainfall and prayed 10 him with reverence., 
Jeevan Shah again quoted a Persian phrase and showers poured down all of 
a sudden. All the crops rejunvated and the disease disappeared. All the 
drought stricken people heaved а sigh of relief and again an сга of 
prosperity dawned by the blessings Af Jeevan Shah. 


The third miracle is about a Kashmiri pandit, who turned from rags to 
riches. It is said that the Pandit, Dila Ram Оші, was hammered down by 
misery, poverty and illitracy. He roamed aimlessly, but had blind faith in 
Jeevan Sahib It was a tradition in Rainawari, that if any Hindu couple got 
married, they had to bring the couple to the shrine and instruct them to 
таке a prakrama (to move around it in a circular form) as a mark of respect 
to this typical spiritual saint. Dila Ram, who was hunger stricken, was 
lying on the threshold of the shrine like a mumified creature. He woke up 
and developed a desire to have the darshan of Jeevan Sahib, though in 
despressed and forlorn form Jeevan Sahab asked him if he was hungry and 
he was tongue tied. He instructed him to stand up and eat that marriage 
dish. He could not finish the dish easily, as his jaws had stopped to 

Junction, being without food for several days The far sighted Jeevan Shah 
could realize his problem and asked why he took a few morsels of food and 
left the dish, though he was hungry. Dila Ram revealed his unfortunate lot. 
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Пе furtther asked him if һе wished to become а king’s official or if he 
would be entrusted with the estates, and serve like a close relation (Duke) 
of the king. Dila Ram felt that all these jobs were out of his reach, being 
illiterate as well as the most unlucky fellow. But soon the shadow of evil 
stars had disappeared from his fore-head and Jeevan Shah ordered him to 
stand up and reach Dalgate, carrying pen and paper with him to the camp 
office of the then Governor, who had camped at that venue, during those 
days. To Dila Ram’s good luck, the Governor was also illiterate, he began 
to look around and suddenly caught his glimpse and ordered him to come 
in. At that moment the Mughal King was not impressed, when the 
Governor (Azam Khan) mispronounced a Persian word and asked Dila 
Ram to read it quickly and in a refined accent. Dila Ram Skipped over a 
word, that did not suit to the King’s royalty. At this the Governor 
reminded him that he had ignored a word “SUG” in the passage. At this 
Dila Ram, wittily remarked. To quote, “Sir, I attributed “SUG” (the 
Persian word which meant, Dog, to myself and thus omitted it, as it would 
not suit to his majesty; the King”. : 


At this the Governor as well as the King was delighted and both of 
them agreed to assign the job of the former, Dewan, Qar Quli Khan to Dila 
Ram, knowing his sound knowledge of Persian, though it was only the 
grace of the Divine soul, Jeevan Shah. 


Thus, Dila Ram was appointed in place of Quli Khan (the chairman of 
the people’s council in modern version) and reached the Governor’s 
palace, attired in a princely uniform. This was wholely due to the miracle 
performed by Jeevan Shah to reshape the destiny of Dila Ram. These 
sources have been collected from Sham Lal Peer’s Persian version of “Life 
and Mriacles if Jeevan Shah”. 


Gupt Kashmiri 


His original name was Pt. Gopi Nath Dhar. He was born on February 
15, 1910, in the down town of Srinagar, near the holy shrine of Dastgir 


· Sahib, known as Rah Baba Sahib (Ali Kadal, Srinagar). This place is quite 


adjacent to Seh Yar (the name of the Ghat after the great vizier of Budshah, 
Seh Bhat). 


He lost his father at the tender age of ten, having a younger sister, 
Gowri Shori, (a pious lady), whose husband Pt. Rugh Nath Zaroo of 
Baramulla, was slain by the tribals at Muzzfarabad (Pok) during the Qabali 
(a herd of tribals from Pakistan) in vasion of 1947. 
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Having no source of income, he was stricken by a tornado of troubles, 
during his youth, with a burning desire to bejewel himself with the 
omament of knowledge. While eking out a living from tutions, he joined 
intermediate class in the S.P. College Srinagar, under Principalship, of 
Macdarmat, (a Dynamic Irish scholar). 


During the Violence of 1931, he was stabbed like a goat, at Zainakadal, 
Srinagar, but was saved because of his suave and saintly nature; really a 
miracle of God, being a living martyr. 


His Association with Sona Bab (Alias SON MASTANA) 


A typical mystic of Kharyar, known as “Sona Bab” used to come and 


stay in this cottage as well as in his vicinity, in the house of Pt. Shanker | 


Joo Dhar, a famous art teacher, whose son, Hira Lal Dhar, retired as Chief 
Librarian, Archaological Survey of India. 


Once during a hard snowy winter, having nothing to eat, he cursed 
why the Lord had brought him to this world, simply to suffer from the 
agony of want and poverty. He cried to his mother in utter desperation, 
“Bven a house in supported by another house, a tree by another tree, but 


he has no support in his tender age and shall be swayed by a strong storm 
one day”. 


At this the great mystic, “Sona Bab” shouted from the window of the 
adjacent house calling (already referred above) “Oh! Gupio (an abbrevated 
name of “Gopi Nath”). Why do you weep?— Do not lose heart. Even there 


is one Sun that illumines the whole globe. Therefore, do not feel disheart- 
ened, being lonely”. 


These words struck his heart and soul and he developed a deep faith in 
this mystic. He bowed him with earnest prayer to send him some source of 
living. He advised him to wait as the Lord is arranging for it. After some 
time, Maharaja’s Hari Singh Ji’s brother-in-law (Thakur Nichant Chand) 
came to have a darshan of the ascetic and Sona Bab asked him to engage, 
(Gupio) the young lad, as a tutor. He acceded to the request of the divinely 
soul and engaged him as a tutor in the royal house. He performed some 
other miracles that the authors shall mention in the later part of this book. 


A great devotee of Sona Bab and a social worker, Pt. Prithyi Nath 
Dhar, set up “Sona Bab Ashram” at Lal Nagar, Srinagar to propagate the 
noble preachings of this mystic and collected donations for this sacred 
mission through. out India but everything went topsy turvy after 1990. 

Pt. Gopi Nath Dhar was a poet as well as a “Karam Yogi” and “Gu pt 
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Kashmiri” was his poetic title, being an obscure saint and poct. Another 
miracle happened during his young age, when he began to lose faith in 
God, as he slept without food having nothing to eat, while the snow fell 
heavily out side. Soon a suppliant came and knocked at his door with a 
request to write an application for him. He gave him too annas for writing 
it and they were able to bring the food articles and satiated their hunger, 
since then he began to have firm faith in the mystery of God, calling him 
the sole supporter and protector of the afflicted souls. He also out burst in 
a hymn in praise of the Lord. Which meant that though he is called by 
different names as Ram, Allah, Budha, Nanak and Christ but he is present 
in the soul of all and he is also worshipped with a form as well as in the 
formless aspect. He is the great spiritual force, saviour of all and; reliever 
of the agony; and the deliverer of the vilest sinners as well as ill fated 
souls. He also revealed his pent up emotions in the form of an “Ode” quite 
resembling Keat’s “Ode to Nightingale” in which he addressed his tale of 
woe since his childhood to the bird (Posh Nool). 


In his later life, he had enough and to spare; so much so, he founded 
and funded, “Kashmir Social uplift Middle School” at Barzalla in 1939, as 
а social activist. Even Madir Meharban (Begum Shiekh Mohd Abdullah) 
remarked that Gopi Nath Dhar did a commendable service by educating 
the backward people of Barzalla in the ‘LogBook’. He rose from rags to the 
riches and worked as Headmaster Govt. L.H.S. Khrew prior to his retire- 
ment without pension (that was not settled by the Govt) after dedicating his 
whole life for the uplift of down trodden people. 


A Noble soul with a prophetic vision 


He had great compassion and sympathy for the poor and helped so 
many widows, destitute and the forlorn. 


He hated riches, being the root cause of misery, suffering and discon- 
tentment. He recited “The Holy Bhagwat Gita”, having firm faith in the 
philosophy of “Karam Yoga”. He believed that the greatest service to 
God, was to relieve the sufferings of his creations, irrespective caste, 


creed, colour, race ог religion, as is the fundamental principle of ali 
religions. He devoted wholly to the service of humanity. 


He had prophesied that he would leave his mortal frame in a pleasant 
Season, when it shall be a gazzetted holiday of some personality of great 
repute. His vision turned into a reality. He passed away on September 8, 
1983, and it was a public holiday, being the first Death Anniversary of the 
Towering political personality of Kashmir, Sheri Kashmir, Shiekh Mohd 
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Abdullah, who was the symbol of secularism and national unity. Thus he 
was a noble soul with a pure heart. He wrote ап autobiography depicting 


the social economic and political condition of Kashmir in the first half of 


20th century, but was lost in the turbulence of late nineties. 


Baba Reshi Sahib (Tangmarg) 


His original name was, Baba Payam-ud-din and his exact date of Birth 
is unknown. He belonged to the Rishi order of saints introduced in the 
valley of Flowers (Kashmir) by Shiekh Noor-ud-din Wall Sahib (PBUH) 
who preached love, compassion, generosity and universal brotherhood. 


His shrine and tomb are built at the spectacular spot in Tangmarg, on 
Gulmarg road, (Tourist Resort of Kashmir) surrounded by beautiful flow- 
ers meadows and towering pine trees. The Jamia Masjid is on the one side 
and the market on the other side, there is free langar (a free dining place 
for the public). 


As the tradition goes, the then king of Kashmir had no male off spring. 
He went ot the sage and requested him for it. The sage prayed and the king 
was bestowed with a male child. The father (king) and his son became his 
sincere followers Even to-day thousands of devotees come to this sacred 
shrine for the fulfilment of their wishes and prostrate at the holy shrine, 
irrespective of race or religion. The great Rishi was born to a noble 
minister of the contemperary ruler, at Chander-nau-gam in the region of 
Lar, (a small hamlet 5 kms away from Ganderbal). 


Baba Payam-ud-din was deeply concerned with the of the life after 
death and got so deep into this philosophy that he renounced home and 
hearth and began to meditate upon God. After deep moditation he retired 
to a solitary retreat at Tangmarg in Rabnoh village. 


When he renounced the family life, his wife, was expecting a child and 
a son was born to him in his absence. Later, when his son grew up, he 
Started serving him. He ordered his son to move to the village. There he 
committed an act. quite contrary to Sunnah, Baba Payam-ud-din got 
enraged at this act and cursed him to death and eventually he died 
according to the Pamphlet issued by information Department. Baba Payam- 
ud-din, popularly known as “Baba Reshi” died on 3, zel Нај, 889 (Hijri 
era) and interned at a place three miles from Tangmarg on Gulmarg road. 
People from all corners of Kashmir and of all faiths visit this holy shrine. 
Breaking out of fire at this holy shrine, is regarded as an evil omen for the 


people of Kashmir. This great Rishi, preached the principle of piety, ` 
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generosity, peace and universal brotherhood. He led an austere life and 


_ devoted his whole life to know the ultimate Reality (God). 


Lob Shah (Tula Mulla) 


You were born at Rainawari, Srinagar in Jalali family. After marriage 
а daughter was born, Later you renounced the world and lived like a 
‘Mastana’. People from different parts of Kashmir came to have his 
‘darshan’. You lived between 1700-1800 (Bikrimi era). You took wine and 
ate meat. You performed meditation at Tulamulla and, here, you breathed 
your last breath. A small temple has been build on your ‘Samadhi’ there. 
During your life time many became your followers. Your anniversary day 
(Shrada) was performed by Lassa Bhat, Ishwar Bhat and, later, by Nand Lal 
Bhat. 


During Pathan rule, a Jagir was granted to him. During Sikh rule two 
more villages were granted as Jagir to him. Maharaja Ghulab Singh 
granted Rs 60/- per year which was stopped in 1948 by Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah. But in 1953, Bakshi Gh. Mohd. gave fresh sanction. You 
‘breathed your last breath on ‘Poh Gat Pacch’. During his lifetime he 
performed many miracles. 


Narayan Koul (Rainawari) 


He was born at Rainawari. His fathers name is not known. His brother 
Roop Koul was employed in the ‘Darbar’ of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He 
showed a little interest in learning. He was married to a girl from a good 
family in Tehsil Kulgam, Kashmir. He was generally found lost in thinking 
and others considered him to be mad. 


Being disappointed, he alongwith a friend escaped via Banihal and 
reached Lahore where his brother Roop Koul lived. As the latter was not 
present there, he went on a stroll on the bank of river Ravi, where he met 
a NANGA ВАВАЛ”. The latter embraced him, tore his clothes, placed one 
end of a stick on his shoulder, the other end touched his (Babaji’s) 
forehead. The Babaji, thus transferred his spiritual lessons to Narayan 
Koul and the former left his mortal frame and died. 


Raja Dina Nath, son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, a follower of Babaji 
then came to perform last ceremonies of Babaji. Roop Koul also came there 
and he found his brother. Narayan Koul stood motionless like a statue with 
his eyes closed and silent. On the advice of Raja Dina Nath, Narayan Кош. 
was taken to MANS RAZDAN Sahib, who called him a true Karma Yogi. 
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Mans Razdan offered him to eat three spoons of Halwa. Thereafter, he 
moved to Srinagar and stayed at Narparistan. His fame spread and people 
came to have his Darshan. The Governor of Kashmir, alongwith Vazir Pt. 
Ganesh Dass, also, visited him. The Governor gave offering to him, but 
Narayan Кош declined to take it. He lived a life of contentment. His life 
story was published by a follower, named wasudeva. Another disciple was 
DANDAR BAYU. He breathed his last on Kartik Krishna Pakch, (Okdoh), 
1904 Bikrimi, at the age of 50 years. 


Prabakar Tiku, Kani Kadal, Srinagar 


He was born at Shala Kadal in Tiku family. He was married: and a 
worshipper of DEVI. One day a divine message came to him asking him to 
wait in a boat below Habba Kadal bridge, Srinagar on MARG Chaturthi 
SHUKLA PAKSH. He obeyed and an idol of TRIPURA DEVI appeared, 
which he brought home with great reverence. He built a small temple for 
it. Later, Tara Chand Tiku (Traporai) took it to his house. Since then, the 
idol is lying there, and everyday “Puja’ is performed. Every year, a 
festival is held here. Tiku family members keep fast. KHIR and Meat are 
cooked separately and distributed to devotees as ‘Prasad’ by Jia Lal Tiku 
and, later, by his son Prithvi Nath. Pt. Gopi Nath was their Kul Pujari, and 


he used to take all offerings. The expenditure was incurred by Prithvi Nath 
alone. 


Shakri Sahib 


His ashram is situated at Rainawari near Meshah Sahib. He was a 


saint. Much is not known about his background. It is said that during — 


Pathan rule, he recovered a Hundu girl from a Pathan’s possession. 


Mirza Kak (Hangal Gund) 


He was born at Acchis, in 1805 (Bikrimi). He lost his parents in 
childhood. He lived with his elder brother, Bawra Pandit who had been 


adopted by his mother’s sister. So he was deprived of education and family 
life. 


He was a seeker of the Divinity; so he was in search of a Guru. Those 
were the days when a Government officer- Tehsildar, or Kardar-used to 
collect land tax from peasants. Krishna Pandit was incharge of Brang 
locality: He was considered as cruel, keeping in view his 


duty of collecti 
` tax but, he was a spiritualist: and he became Guru of Mirza Kak. ес 
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received ‘UPDESH’ with a sincere mind and performed severe penances 
and rituals. Many accepted him as their Guru :- Nidhan Sahib, Lacch Kak, 
Rupa Ju Dhar. People came from different parts of Kashmir for his 
Darshan. Both Hindus and Muslims were impressed by his spiritual powers 
and miracles and they chanted “Bhajans’ compsed by him at BRANG. 


At last, he breathed his last on JESTH KRISHNA PACH WADEY, 
Saturday, іп 1886 (Bik.) at the age of 81 years. His last rites were 
performed in an orchard at Hangal Gund (Kokarnag), and а smal] ‘Chabutra’ 
has been erected there, by his followers. Every year a “Үаруа” is performed 
here on his death anniversary. Sarwanand ‘Premi’ has published his 
spiritual verses. 


Nidan Sahib 


He was born at Rainawari and Mirza Kak was his perceptor (Guru). He 
was a hard working Sadhu and of romantic type by nature. He built 
another hut by the side of the Samadhi of Kak Sahib. His permanent 
ashram is situated at Motiyar (Rainawari). Another ashram is situated at 
Khah Mohalla, Anantnag, Where Prem Nath Khar and Lassa Koul and 
other followers perform his annual ‘Yagya’ Khir and prasad are served. 
Gobind joo Dassi was his disciple. 


Lacch Kaak (Sathu) 


He was born at village Krendi, and received a little education. From 
childhood he showed inclination towards spirituality. His Guru was Rupa 
Ji Dhar. He performed penances, austerities and miracles. Both Hindus 
and Mulsims held him in esteem. He took a little food. It is said that before 
doing spiritual practices he cleaned his, stomach after bringing it out. 


Besides, he was a poet. He put on a ‘pheran’ and a pagree (Dastar) on 
his head He lived pious life and performed miracles. His disciples were 
Gobind Ju Vessu and Ramanand and Para Kak, of Hangal Gund. 


Babaji (Trihigam) 


He had come from ‘Bharat’. After touring Kashmir he set up Ashram at 
Trihigam, later, built a Dharamshala. People came for Darshan. He added 
black pepper to tea, and took a little food. He procured land from 
Government and started a free LANGAR. He planted fruit tress, stayed in 
Kashmir for 60 years. Не is said to һауе dug a pit in the earth and entered 
it and got it covered with earth, and remained in samadhi till he died. He 
performed miracles. It is said that an English Conservator of forests 
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stopped supply of firewood for his Langar. Next day, the officer and his 
wile were attacked by a lion in the forest, and had a narrow escape. Later, 
he begged pardon of Swamiji and issued fresh orders for supply of 
firewood. He possessed spiritual powers: breathed his last in 1976 (Bik) 
Sona Bhat Barsu was his chief disciple. 


Zanardhan Sahib Dhar 


He lived at Srinagar. Much is not known about his life. Shankar 
Razdan of Chattabal and Chana Saraf of Rainawari were his prominent 
followers. In Kashmir language Shankar Razdan is called as “Shankaran 
Makiz”, as he carried an axe in his hand. Не had no Ashram. In 1930 (Bik) 
he passed away, and his brief biography was written by Mohan Kishen. 


Basa Kak (Nonar) 


He lived. at Nonar village and was а ‘Puohit’ by caste. At the 
beginning he was a family-man; later, he renounced the world. He had no 
Ashram, often he was found doing “Tapasya’ at solitary places and in the 
hollow trunks of trees and sometimes in forests. 


Har Kak (Nonar) 


Much is not known about him, but he was known as a Spiritualist. SABUR 
SHAH of Lar was his follower. 


Nand Ram (alias, Parmanand) 


He was born in 1848 (Bik). He was born at village SEER (Mattan). His 
father’s name was Krishna Pandit, and mother’s пате was Saraswati Devi. 
Both father and son were Patwaris. He was a family-man and had children. 
He was a God-loving man and respected Sadhus. 


It is said that once a “Babaji” from outside kashmir came to Mattan. 
Nand Ram rendered service to the Babaji, who later became his Guru. 
Nand Ram wrote poetry (in Kashmiri) which is full of devotion and 
wisdom. some of his works аге:- 1. RADHA SYAMBAR 2. SUDHAMA 
CHARITAR 3. SHIV LAGAN and numerous Leela hymns. 


On reciting these, one’s mind becomes tranquil 
Divine Love and renunciation. His writings have 
journal. named GYAN PRAKASH. His devotional 
plitise from readers. He breathed his. last in 1936 
мапах: but there is по SAMADHI of the saint. 


and one learns Bhakti, 
been Published in a 
Songs won great ap- 
(Bik.) His house still 
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His sons and followers celebrate his anniversary with fervour. Re- 
cently the National Govt. has set up a library on his name, at Mattan. His 
chief followers Lachman Ju (Nowgam), and vasudev have also passed 
away. They were ‘Bhakt’ as well as poets. 


Swami Anand Ji (Jam Nagri) 


He was the son of Totta Ram Sazowal of Ganpatyar, Srinagar. He 
renounced everything when he was a youth. First, he stayed at Shangas for 
sometime; later, at village Muran, still later at village MANZGAM, near 
the holy spring of ‘Ragnya Devi’. In a forest, he remained busy with 
meditation. He was a ‘Mastana’ (God-inspired) — He wore a Kashmiri 
Pheran, long hair, on his head, a rosary of beads in his hand. Devotees 
visited him, as he was a spiritualist. Finally, he stayed at Jam Nagri in the 
house of Aftab Кош. He embroidered the words RAM-RAM оп his 
clothes. Devotees took bread, meat, wine efc. For days together, he kept 
fast, or sat alone in his room with door closed. His face looked resplendent 
like the sun. People from different parts of Kashmir came for his ‘Darshan’. 
He returned whatever eatable things were brought to him, by devotees. He 
performed many miracles. 


Once Maharaja Pratap Singh came to have his ‘Darshan’ and presented 
some gifts to the Sadhu, but he accepted nothing. His land-lord Aftab Koul 
got nothing except some minor presents from devotees. At last, he 
breathed his last in 1980 (Bik). His chief disciples were: Shiv Ji Shah of 
Каш рога and children of Aftab Кош i.e., Mukund Lal, Maheshwar Nath 
Koul. 


27 
~ 
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Rishi Sahib, (Anantnag) 


His name was Mohi-ud-Din Sahib. He lived in the company of Hindy 
and Muslim Divines. Some Hindu saint gave him ‘Updesh’ due to Which 
he was a vegetarian. He was hard-working and being poor, he worked asa 
servant of a blacksmith. He performed miracles. One day, a woman went to 
the blacksmith to get some article. The blacksmith asked her to give 
СПААСИ (Lassi). The women asked the servant to come alongwith a pot, 
and the latter followed. He waited near her hut, and by God’s Grace the 
woman got more butter that day and she sent the Lassi to the blacksmith. 
his miracle surprised the woman and she realised that the servant was a 
God-man. His fame spread all around, and people came for his ‘darshan’. 
Later, he returned to Anantnag, where he passed away. A KHANKAH has 
been built there. On his death anniversary, people of Anantnag abstain 
from meat. In 1960, National Government has constructed опе more grand 
building there, and it has a number of shops along the road. Just inside the 
there are main gate two natural springs. During 60’s (Sixties), a fire broke 
out in the locality and many houses were destroyed. It is said that meat had 
been cooked and taken by some family during his death anniversary. 


Jal Bab Sahib (Baramulla) 


He lived at Khanapora (Baramulla), where he meditated. He often met 
other mystics and saints. His followers brought him offerings in kind, 
which he got cooked in a big utensil. Every visitor partook of this cooked 


food, which may be called TABRUK, or PRASAD. The big utensil (DEG) 
is sull present there. 


Nura Sahib (Tangmarg) 


He worked hard during meditation and was a MASTANA. His follow- 
crs consisted of both Hindus and Muslims. 


Samnani Sahib (Kulgam) 


He had come from Iran. He met often sheikh Noor-ud-Din of Chrar 
and Baba Nasur-ud-Din. Perhaps, some one has published a booklet in 
Persian on his life. He passed away in Kartik month (Вік) 


Кака Ji Mastana 


His real name and family history could not be known. He built 
ASHRAM near Kani Kadal, Srinagar. He was intelligent. He 


у Т б Passed away 
іп 1981 (Bik.) SEDH BAB and PRETH BAB (Mattu) also lived: at Kani 
Kadal. 








СОМРОЗТЕ CULTURE AND SAINTS ОҒ KASHMIR 53 


Swami Ramji (Shaivi-Ashram), Fateh Kadal 


He was born at Chinikral Mohalla, Srinagar, in the house of a 
Brahmin, named Sukhdev іп 1910 (Bik.) His birth chart (Janam Patri) 
showed him to be a Sadhu. Pt. Lalla Ju Kakru taught him SHAIVA 
philosophy. Later, Pt. Mansa Ram Monga became his preceptor (Guru). 
After doing ‘Tapasya’ for a long time, he set up an Ashram at Fateh Kadal. 
He taught Shaiva Philosophy to his followers. A famous businessman (who 
owned houseboats) presented him his house and an Ashram was set up 
there. His name was Narayan Koul. He was a good scholar. His disciples 
were many but the prominent ones were: Mehtab Kak, Govind Кош Jalali, 
Vidya Dhar, Hari Ram Bhagwan, Kantha Bayu, Master Kasha Bhat, Aftab 
Koul, Gwash Koul efc. He passed away in 1971 (Bik.) on Magh Krishna 
Pacch Chaturdashi. Afterwards, Govind Koul Jalali took charge of the 
Ashram. Now, followers of Govind Кош i.e., Mrs. Tara Chand, Prém Nath 
Ganju erc. are incharge of the Ashram. Master Kasha Bhat has published 
his life story briefly. The Ashram has now been shifted to Trilokpur, Gol- 
Gujral, Jammu. 


Kasha Kak Khazanchi 


He was a familyman at first, but, later on, renounced. His date of 
demise could not be ascertained. His follower was Zena Kak Tufchi. 


Zana Kak Tufchi 


He was the son of Mahadev Ram Tufchi of Karafali Mohalla. First, he 
was a family man, but later renounced and became disciple of Kasha Kak 
Khazanchi. ‘His prominent follower was Aftab Joo Wangno. His son 
Amarchand Tufchi celebrates his annual anniversary. His ancestors were 
employees іп artillery (Top Khana): so the surname is Tufchi. 


Hari Razdan, (Chinkral Mohalla) 


He lived at Chinkral Mohalla, Srinagar. He was married and had two 
sons and one daughter. There was an underground cell in his house where 
he did ‘Tapasya’. He kept a glass of water and a small bag of SATTU 
(powdered rice after being fried) by his side. He emerged after forty days. 
He lived a life of contentment, and performed miracles. Many became his 
disciples: Chandra Ju Dhar, Washin Razdan, Manji Gojja. He passed away 
in 1939 (Bik.) at the age of 78 years. 
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Магап Bhan (Budhgir, Srinagar) 


He was the son of Shri Sahaj Ram Bhan, RAIS (prominent person). The 
then Government offered him some land as Jagir. He was educated and was 
appointed as Tehsildar. Later, he gave up job and renounced the world. He 
moved about as a MASTANA at different places - Manigam, Nonar, 
Viccharnag, and Srinagar е/с. He had clairvoyant powers. He moved 
about like a military officer. Many became his followers: Kashi Kak of 
Manigam was his main disciple. He was born in 1907 (Bik.) and passed 
away in 1975 (Bik.) 


Swami Kailash Koul 


He was born in 1896 (Bik.), at Bana Mohalla. He was a married Sadhu. 
He had a daughter. He secretly performed meditation. Many came for his 
Darshan. His daughter was married to Dr. Amar Nath. Some of his 
disciples are: Pt. Amar Nath Nagari, and Master Ram Chand of Sathu. 
Maharaja Pratap Singh visited him twice and the latter did not accept any 
gift in cash or kind from him. He lived life of contentment and was broad- 
minded. He performed miracles. It is said that in his youth he wandered in 
vil’: >s and forests. His wife went to CHAKRESHORI shrine at Hari 
Рагшлаг and prayed, due to which he stayed at his home. His house was 


purchased by Prasad Ram, GRATA MATOU. He passed away in 1968 
(Bik.) 


Dr. Bal Krishen Koul 


He belonged to Nagari family of Kashmir. His grandfather left Kash- 
mir and settled at Lahore. He had received English education, , then 
underwent Medical Training and finally he got the post of Professor. He 
was a successful doctor. He lived pious life and was God-intoxicated. He 
was vegetarian and set up two hospitals: one at Lahore and the other in 
Kashmir. To poor patients he gave medicines free of cost; and so he 
became famous. He had two brothers: Daya Krishan Кош was private 


secretary to Maharaja Pratap Singh of Kashmir. The other brother was: 


Hari Krishan Koul who was during the British rule, Prime Minister of 
Peshawar: and then Prime Minister of Kashmir in Maharaja Hari Singh’s 
time. 


He crushed the Agitation in 1932 and returned to Lahore where he 
passed away. A local Muslim ‘Darvesh’ Shaban Mattu and Hindu Sadhus 
often visited him. He was a spiritualist. 5 














COMPOSITE CULTURE AND SAINTS OF KASHMIR 55 


Chander Ju Dhar 


He was the 2nd son of Sona Ju Dhar, of Nawa Kadal. He was born in 
1911 (Bik.) He was profficient in Persian, Sanskrit and Jyotish (astrology). 
He had a number of children but he was also a devotee and respected 
Sadhus. He took only one meal towards the fag end of his life. HARI 
RAZDAN was his Guru. His last son, Rugh Nath is still alive. He 
performed miracles at the time of marriage ceremony of the daughters of a 
relative who had no means but found unexpectedly his pockets full of 
money. His brother Bhagwan Das had a son named Ram Chander, a 
teacher, and also spritual person. The latter had two children, Kishen Lal 
and Shyam Lal Dhar. Chander Ju passed away in 1971 (Bik.) 


Hari Koul (Ali Kadal) 

He was born in 1914 (Bik.) He learned Persian, from Thakur Bhan. 
Later, he also picked up Sanskrit and Hindi. He alleged to have had 
‘darshan’ of Lalleshori, mystic saint. He spent two years in meditation at 
Pushkar ‘Tirath’. There he had vision of Kumarji. Finally, he turned a poet 
and translated Tenth ASKANDH of Bhagwat in Persian verse. He com- 
posed in Urdu on platonic love. Aftab Koul Mastana was his disciple. 


Lal Shah 


He was born at Nar Paristan, Bana Mohalla, Srinagar. He was a 
contemporary of Anand Ju of Jam Nagri (Shopian). At the age of 13 years 
he had darshan of the Jagat Amba at DEVI ANGAN, Hari Parbhat. He had 
long hair on his head covered by a KANTOPA (Cap). He moved about like 
a mystic. He is said to have made dead persons live. It is said that the son 
of one of his devotee (of Chandpora) died. Lal Shah asked him to go to 
Devi Angan, Hari Parbhat, where Jagat Amba appeared and gave him 
‘Prasad’ for his dead son, who came back to life after taking it. 


Balji Kaw (Gupt Ganga) 


He was the son of Sahaz Ram Kaw of Ali Kadal. By profession he was 
а“ money lender. He was the disciple of Swami Lal Shah. His dress 
consisted of Kashmiri ‘Pheran’ (Gown) and A(KANTOP) cap on his head 
which had long hair. He was like a MASTANA. He was profficient in 
Sanskrit. In 1986 (Bik.) he stayed at Gupta Ganga. At first, he was a 
familyman but later he renounced everything. He had two sons and a 
daughter. When in 1931 agitation broke out in Kashmir and they indulged 
in loot and arson, he expressed that it is not proper to live here any longer. 
He passed away in 1979 (Bik.) 
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Маһадеу Joo Dhar (Badgam Ashram) 


He was the son of Kailash Dhar of Srinagar. His mother passed away 

in his childhood. His father married again. He gave up worldly pursuits, 
learned Sanskrit and took the path of God-ralization. He built Ashram At 
Badgam — and also a Dharamshalla. Here he meditated; he lived a noble 
and contented life. For sometime, he lived at the house of Anand Koul 
*Sathu. Sometime he lived with his younger brother Govind Dhar at 
Chinkral Mohalla. His second brother, named Veshin Ju Dhar did ‘Tapasya’ 
at WURAPASH (Nonar) in the Ashram of SAPTA DEVI. He was quiet and 
hardworking Sadhu. Mahadev Ju passed away in 1995 (Bik.). Govind Ju 
Dhar performed their last rites. His son is Radha Krishan. 


Ishwar Joo Munshi (Nonar) 


He was born in the Kachroo family at Rainawari. By nature he was a 
Sadhu and also a poet of Persian. He also wrote hymns in praise of 
divinity. His uncle Daya Ram Kachro was a courtier during pathan rule 
and remained overbusy with his official work. As a result, his consort, 
ARNIMAL wrote beautiful sad lyrics in Kashmiri Language, in which she 
asked her husband why he forgot her. She, also wrote devotional verses. 
M.L. Munshi, his grandson is now settled in Ghaziabad. 


Para Kak (Hangal Gund) 


He was born at Hangal Gund. He was not married. He lived with his 
brother Bhagwan Das and Pandit Laccha Kak became his precepter. 
Sometime he did TAPASYA at the Samadhi of Mirza Kak. He was not 
educated. He wore a pheran and a Pagree on his head. He offered 
hospitality to every visitor. He visited occasionally his followers at 
Srinagar, Zanardan and his younger brother Ram Chand, Sansar Chand 


Bakshi of Anantnag. He passed away in 1982 (Bik.). His brother Dina Nath 
performs his anniversary. 


Nana Kak (Gourgotri) 


He was the son of Gopal Koul of village Mirhama. His ashram was 
situated at Gourgotri (Baramulla). He was a Sanskrit scholar. From child- 
hood he sought the company of Sadhus and, for sometime, he toured 


Bharat. He passed away in 2001 (bik). Every visitor was offered meal at his 
Ashram. His Guru was Balak Bayu of Rainawari. 
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Bira Как (Wetha Wother) 


Не was born at Mirhama. At first, he was іп private service. Later, ће 
renounced the world. He built Ashram at Wetha Wther and also a 
Dharamshalla. He was devoted to God and passed away in 2000 (Bik). and 
Nitya Nand became his successor. 


Kashi Nath Reevo (Ali Kadal) 


He was born at Ali Kadal Srinagar and was a Sanskrit scholar. 
Sometime after his marriage with Durgawati he renounced the world and 
sought the company of saints. He lived with his elder brother Lakhman Ju 
at Keni Mohalla, Rainawari. 


Aftab Koul (Mastana) 


He was born at Sehiyar, Alikddal Srinagar. At first, he was a family 
man and has two sons. Latest, he renounced everything and adopted 
Divine Path. Swami Hari Koul of Ali Kadal became his Guru. He did 
TAPASYA at Langet for some time. Due to reason the turned to be a 
MASTANA and wandered. Finally, he set up an Ashram at Bal Garden, 
Srinagar. He was addicted to meat, wine and opium and took loaves of 
bread. So, his devotees offered him the same and their desires were 
fulfilled. A widow named SATI MAL remained his true disciple and later 
she became an eminent Sadhu. Both Hindus and Muslims had regard for 
him. Finally, he passed away in 1990 (Bik.) at the age of sixty three years. 
He made many predictions. 


Shivji Ratan Giri (Durga Nag) 


He came to Kashmir after having toured BHARAT, and became a 
Sanyasi in youth. He built many a MATH and Dharam Shalas at Multan 
and other places. Finally, he set up an Ashram at Durga Nag (Srinagar) at 
the foot of Shankracharya hill. This shrine was previously in bad condi- 
tion. Due to his dedicated efforts and financial assistance, this Ashram 
chagned into a Paradise. He asked for charity from the rich and with this 
money he got repaired the Mandir and the holy spring of water, Dharam 
Shalas, CHABUTARAS, the wall surrounding and the premises etc. Не 
laid a garden and an orchard. This made the shrine beautiful and sacred. 
About two lakh rupees were spent. Many shops were built under Dharam 
Shalas, on the roadside; and this step made income available to the shrine. 
For Sadhus and the orphans, he built comfortable huts for shelter. Every 
year, a YAGYA was performed here and an office was set up to maintain 
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the account of expenditure and income. Before his passing away he formed 
а committee called Durga Nath Trust, the members of which were: 1. Man 
Mohan, Rtd. Governor Kashmir 2. Pt. Sarwanand Chana (Trader), 
3, Thakur Harnam Das 4. Gana Lal Dhar (Vakil) 5. Shambu Nath Dhar, 
6. Amar Nath Dhar (Vakil). He passed away in 1996 (Bik.) on 20th 
shrawan. All Hindus were shocked and grieved, as he helped common 
masses. 


Krishen Dass (Wanpoh), (Krishan Joo Razdan) 


He was born at Wanpoh, Anantnag. Although he was married, yet he 
was a symbol of Dharma and detachment from wrldly pursuits. He was not 
only a Sadhu, but, also a poet. He composed LEELA hymns which are read 
and recited with fervour. The essense of these hymns are HARI HAR 
KALYAN. He offered hospitality to all. God-loving people often came for 
Darshan to him. He also, visited his followers. He wore Kashmiri PHERAN, 
turban on head, a KAPARCHADAR and trousers. His disciples were 
Makund Ju Tiku of Shalayar, Wasudev Razdan, Kanth Koul Shorabi. He 
passed away in 1994 (Bik.) on Shukla Pacch Ashtami. 


Mahtab Kak 


He was, perhaps, born at village Karagam. After the demise of his 
parents, he was disillusioned and renounced the world. He had aptitude for 
Sanskrit and went to Swami Ramji’s Ashram where he learnt Shaivism. 
Finally, he became Ramji’s disciple. On the latter’s demise, he remained In 
charge of the Ashram. He taught Shaivism and also prepared medicines 
which he distributed to the needy, free of cost. Food and PRASAD were 
given to the visitors. He passed away on РОН SHUKLA PACH WADAY. 
His disciples were Lakhman Ju of Gupt Ganga and Veshan Koul of Rugh 
Nath Mandir. His disciple Lakhman Ju celebrates his anniversary. ‘ 


Shivji Shah (Zanipora) 


His actual name is Shivji Kissu, resident of Rainawari. Due to 
PURUKARMAS, he renounced everything and built Ashram at Zanipora. 
He was a disciple of Anandju of Jam Nagri. He lit a DHUNI like that of his 
Guru. He performed TAPASYA with zeal. He wrote the words “RAM 
RAM?” on paper. Every visitor was served food and he became famous. 
Maharaja Pratap Singh offered some land for LANGER. He passed away 
on Poh Ikadashi,. 1978 (Bik) and Gwash Lal became his successor. After his 
demise Nand Lal of Alikadal became successor. His followers were Shridar 
Khassu, Keshav Shah (Shahli Teng), Lachman Koul, Sona Koul (Logra), 
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Aftab Bhat (Bumai), Anand Ram (Utarso). He observed “MONAM” for 
twenty four years. 


Lassi Darwesh, (alias, Lassa Matoo) 


He was the son of SADRA BHAT of Nowhatta. At first he was married 
and had two children. Later, he renounced the world. He moved about like 
a MASTANA. On his shoulder he carried a pot containing FIRE. Some- 
time, the shoulder got burnt, but after a few days, the wound healed by 
itself. According to Krishna Kar, there was no other Muslim Darwesh like 
him. He was not buried in a graveyard but in the courtyard of the house of 
Bashir Ahmad. He passed away in 1989 (Bik). When Freedom Movement 
broke out in Kashmir, he said that Faqirs had no place to live. Rehman 
Shah of Ishbari (near Nishat) and Balji Kaw of Gupta Ganga were his 
contemporaries. Towards the end of his life he took only tea and water. His 
grand daughter is still alive. He had clairvoyance power. 


Rehman Shah (Ishbari) 


His family background is not known. He was contemporary of Narayan 
Bhan, Balji Kaw and Lassa Mattu. He was a great DARWESH. People came 
to have his blessings. He passed away soon after the breaking out of 
Freedom Movement in 1932 (Christian era). He made accurate predictions 
that Kashmir shall face many upheavals. Both Hindus and Muslims had 
regard for him. 


Rajab Pahlu 


He lived at village Negro. He was contemporary of Narayan Bhan 
Arif. He was a spiritualist. His grave is situated at Negro. Both Hindus and 
Muslims had regard for him. 


Shaban Darwesh (alias, Mattu) 


He was born at Baramulla. Later, he shifted to BATMALOO, Srinagar. 
Here he roamed about to Amira Kadal. He had no permanent residential 
address. He looked like a Mastana and took opium and smoked tobacco. 
He wore dirty clothes. He coughed loudly and spat off and on. He 
abstained from worldly pleasures. If any one offered him a cup of tea, he 
sipped four times and then threw away the remaining tea. He was 
hardworking and clairvoyant. Maharaja Pratap Singh sent him opium. He 
performed miracles. His date of demise could not be known. His grave is 
situated on the bank.of DOODH GANGA canal, near Batamaloo in the 
premises of Fateh Shah shrine. 
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Sabur Shah 


He lived at LAR, near Srinagar. He belonged to Gujjar family. Love 
of God brought him to HARA KAK of Nonar, Srinagar. He guided him in 
spirituality. He worked. hard and became a true DARWESH. He brought 
milk daily to the Guru out of regard for him. Once it rained heavily and he 
crossed a flooded stream at his own risk in order to deliver the milk to his 
Guru. The latter blessed him. He passed away in 1942 (Christian era). He 
did not take meat on Janam Ashtami and was respected by both Hindus and 
Muslims alike. 


Shridhar Poot 


He was the son of Lakhman Poot of Sopore. He was a family man 
Sadhu. He built an Ashram at Saide Mansur, near the house of Govind 
Ram. He was adept in Sanskrit. Many a God-living people came to meet 
him and listen to his discourses. Nila Koul was his true follower and the 
latter built an Ashram, later at shehli Teng. He taught Sanskrit to many 
elderly and good people of Srinagar. 


Veshna Bhat 


He was born at Kani Pora (near Sumbal), Srinagar. He was a family 
man Sadhu. He had two children. His Ashram was at his home. He was a 
good and hardworking Sadhu. People visited him for his Darshan. He 
passed away in 1991 (Bik.). Suraj Koul, Safapori was his disciple. 


Sati Mali 


She lived at Kani Kadal, (Karafali Mohalla), Srinagar. She was the 
daughter of Kasha Kak Tiku; she was married to Prakash Koul of Ali 
Kadal. Her husband’ passed away at the prime of life and she followed the 
path of God-realization. Karmas of previous life brought her to Aftab Koul 
Mastana who became her Guru. She rendered service to the Guru in 
unabashed manner. After the demise of her Guru, she set up an Ashram at 
her father’s house. She was called SATI MACH. Later, she turned a mystic 
saint. Her reputation spread far and wide. Both male and female persons 
visited her along with offerings. Only one daughter, survived who looks 
after the Ashram. Her followers think Nostalgically about her. Later on, 
she was called as SATI DED. Her only daughter, also is a Sadhu by nature. 


Anand Ji 


He was the younger brother of Shankar Вауп of Gan 


А Н рагуаг, Srinagar. 
Не was Sanskrit scholar, besides being ап adept in Jyoti ty аваг 


ish and painting. 
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He refused to marry. He knew the worship of different MANTRAS. Many 
persons from village, town and city became his disciples. He had content- 
ment. He made many paintings on spiritual motiff. He refused to live 
separately in an Ashram. At the end, he lived with Suraj Ram, the son-in- 
law of his brother, where he breathed his last on Margh Krishna Pacch 
Dwadeshi in 1995 (Bik.). His followers performed his last rites with gaiety 
and fervour. He had spiritual powers and performed miracles. 


Shivji Chicken 


He was the son of Tota Ram Chiken, who lived at Shehleiteng, 
Srinagar. He was born in 1820 (Chris.) He was employed in the Public 
Works Department, and he worked honestly. He was an adept in Sanskrit 
and English. He was a family-man Sadhu who performed PUJA PATH 
regularly. He discussed spiritual matters in the company of Sadhus. After 
his retirement, he toured different parts of Kashmir. He was survived by a 
daughter, who was marred to Dr. Amar Nath. He passed away in 1940 
(Christian) at the age of 70 years. He had many followers. 


Man Ji (Gotam Nag) 


He was the son of Taba Ju Goja, resident of Anantnag. He passed away 
at the age of 22 years. After the demise of his grandfather he was brought 
up by his grandfather from mothers side. He learnt Sanskrit and Persian for 
ninteen years. He was then married and got a government job. But he had 
an urge towards God-realisation. So, he became disciple of Ishwar Razdan 
of Chinikral Mohalla, Srinagar. At the age of 36 years, he renounced the 
family life and the world. He had about two issues. His son Tika Lal is 
alive. He did TAPASYA - spiritual practice, first at PAP HARAN NAG and 
later at SONA SHAH DEVI. He lived life of contentment. Finally, he set 
up Ashram at Gotam Nagh, Anantnag. He rendered service to any person, 
who came there. He passed away at the age of 80 years on Phagun, Shukla 
Pacch, Dashmi in 1979 (Bik.) 


Gwasha Kak (Gotam Nag) 


He was the son of Gana Koul Guzarwan, resident of Mirhama. He was 
not married; he was a Sanskrit scholar. He was a great saint and loved the 
company of Sadhus. He took charge of Gotam Nag after Man Ji. Now, 
Sarwanandji is looking after the Ashram. He has engaged a number of 
Sadhus to look after the Ashram, which has a kitchen, garden and some 
agricultural land. Langar is also functioning. He passed away at the age of 
75 years, leaving behind a few disciples including Sri Kanth Bakshi. 
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Mansa Ram Monga 


He lived at Sheli Teng. Habba Kadal, Srinagar. He was a great scholar 
and a spiritualist. His prominent disciple was Shri Ram Ji of Shaiva 
Ashram, Fateh Kadal. His son Sona Ju Monga is also a family-man Sadhu. 


Deva Kak (Wadwan) 


He belonged to the ‘Kissu’ family of Rainawari. He was a disciple of 
Swami Ramanand Sathu and was an adept in Sanskrit. He set up Ashram at 
WADWAN and, also, built Dharamshalla. Every visitor was served food. 
Shrimati Hara Mal was his disciple and Man Ji of Chand Pora. His date of 
demise could not be known. 


Ram Ji Kissu (Somyar) 


He was the son of Sona Ju Kissu. He laid emphasis on SANDYA 
practice in the morning. He lived a simple life full of contentment. He 
wore a Kashmiri Pheran and moved about. For many years he kept MAGH 
WRAT for a month. He toured sacred places of BHARAT. He took meals at 
fixed hours. Many disciples lived along with him, and the prominent 
among these was Balji. He had a dignified gait as he walked about and was 
called GOVERNOR SADHU in Kashmir. He passed away in 1998 (Bik.) at 
the age of 87. His brothers were Govind Ram and Shambu Nath. 


Kailash Nath Kalla 


He was born in 1880 (Сһ.). He was the son of Sudarshan Kalla, 
resident of Zaindar Mohalla (Malikh Bagh) Habba Kadal, Srinagar. He was 
unmarried and an adept in Sanskrit and Jyotish. He lived with his elder 
brother Nath Kak. He compiled “SHARDA SHABAD-MALA” He often 
kept the company of saints and visited Gottam Nag, Lok Bhawan etc. 
Every year, he went to Amar Nath Ji shrine. He passed away in 1952 (ch.) 


Nila Kanthe Kalla 


He was born in 1905 (chri.) He was the son of Pt. Nath Kak Kalla, 
resident of Zaindar Mohalla, Srinagar. Kailash Nath was his uncle. He was 
educated and Y.M.C. trained at Lahore and an adept in Sanskrit. He was 
employed as Superisitendent in the Forest Department and had а son and а 
daughter. After the passing away of his wife at the age of 27 years, he 
turned a GRIHASTI Sadhu. He lived a pious life and Served Sadhus. He 
visited the holy shrine of CHAKRESHWAR daily in the morning. He was 
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orthodox and self disciplined. In the Forest Department, he was known for 
honesty and straight forwardness. He was given Award by Maharja Hari 
Singh. He passed away in 1978 (Christ). 


Macha Vishin 


He was resident of Bana Mohalla and a disciple of Kailash Koul. He 
lived a clean and a pious life. After taking bath, he rubbed a little of yellow 
soil on his body. So, he was called MACHA VISHIN. He regularly 
performed SANDYA PATH. His date of birth or demise are not known. He 
had no Ashram. 


Nand Lal Malia 


He was the son of Wassa Kak Malla of Ganpatyar. After the demise of 
his parents, he stayed for sometime at Kral Khud with his maternal uncle. 
He had no family. Later, he stayed at the Ashram of Mahadev Ju Dhar of 
Badgam, where he did TAPASYA. He was Sanskrit scholar and narrated 
YOG WASHIST to visitors. He was disciple of Hari Кош of Bana Mohalla. 
In 1947 (Christ), after the tribal raid of Kashmir, he shifted to Srinagar, 
where he passed away in 2007 Bik. Madhusudhan, his disciple celebrates 
his annual day. 


Vidhya Dhar, Karan Nagar Ashram 


He was the son of Pt. Gana Bayu (Brahmin) resident of Sheetal Nath, 
Srinagar. He was born on Ashad Shukla Pacch Dyuodeshi 1942 (Bik.). He 
was the disciple of Shri Swami RAmji, Shaivacharya. He had passed 
Visharad examination in Sanskrit. He was a Shaiva saint. He lost his father 
at the age of 14 years, so he had to shoulder the responsibilities of home. 
He was, also, well-versed in KARMA KAND. Later, mother got him 
married. But his interest in God-realisation did not diminish. After the 
demise of his Guru Maharaj, he renounced the home and world. He stayed 
at different places --- Tral, Mangam, Manzgam, Kher Bhawani, Amar 
Nathji cave. He delivered discourses at each place on devotion to God, 
and people listened with rapt attention. He was, also, a poet and composed 
hymns, to Goddess Sharika and ‘Leela Songs. In 2005 (Bik.), his disciples 
set up an Ashram at Karan Nagar, Srinagar, and about Rs. 5000/- were 
spent on this. His anniversary is celebrated there. Every Sunday, he 
narrated story of ‘Shaiv Shastra’. He passed away ‘on 20006 (Bik.) His last 
rites were performed with gaiety and fervour. His biography has been 
published. His disciples were: Dr. Sri Kanth (child-specialist). Dina nath 
Matto (Headmaster), Maheshwar Nath Raina, Shrimati Dewer Dedi (Waza), 
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Keshaw Nath Tiku, Shyam Lal Jatu, Kailash Nath Kalla, Amar Nath, 
Mahadev Ram, Dina Nath Wariku erc. The Ashram is, now, at Ploura, 
Jammu opposite soap factory. 


Thakur Ju Manwati 


He lived at Gund Ahlimar, Srinagar. He was well versed in Sanskrit 
and Urdu. He was a Persian teacher and a God realised man. He has 
compiled a book of Hymns (Bhajans). He passed away in 1995 (Bik.) at the 
age of 70 years. 


Jevan Shah (Lidow) 


He was the son of Shanker Koul (Hashru). He was married and 
shouldered the responsibilities of the family. His wife passed away in his 
youth. He had two children, Amar Nath and Gopi Nath, who were brought 
up by maternal uncle, Nath Ju Munshi at Village Kelam, Kashmir. Both 
became Patwaris. He was a disciple of Lakhman Poot, Sopori, and he 
passed 20 years doing Tapasya at SheliTeng, Srinagar. The widow of 
Veshna Koul, by name Gangji Mali served him a lot. His son Jaya Lal 
recites hymns. He passed away in 1982 (Bik.) on Magh Shukla Pacch 
Triyodishi. 

His last rites were performed by Amar Nath Koul. After staying at 
Chanda Pora for sometime, he built a house at Jawahar Nagar. His only 


son named Sat Lal is Tehsildar. Gopi Nath had no issue and he built a 
house at Bal Garden. 


Aftab Ju Wangno (Baba Pora) 


He was the son of Kasha Kak, Wangno. He was not married. He did 
Governemnt job for some time. He was a devotee of God. He began by 
becomig a follower of Zana Kak Tufchi. He got no chance to learn 
Sanskrit. He was a God-intoxicated man. He celebrated the anniversary of 
his Guru with gaiety and fervour. The visitors were offered NAVED and 
food. He passed away on Marg Krishna Pacch Panchami in 2007 (Bik.) He 
had many; disciples : Balji Wangno, Dina Nath Sapru, Janki Nath etc. His 
brothers were Gopi Nath and Balji. Balaji had children, who are well 
qualified and they celebrate his anniversary. 


Sona Mastana (Kharyar, Srinagar), Sona Bab 
He was the son of Makund Bayu, alias Polad. He was saintly by 
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nature. He alway carried a stick in his hand and was called Lori Pir i.e. 
saint with a stuck. Maharaja Pratap Singh visited him for Darshan and the 
saint touched him with the stick. He smoked tobacco and charas. He 
passed away on 2009 (Bik.). His followers built an Ashram at Kharyar, 
which was later sold by his sister Gunwati to Kashi Nath Dhar, petition 
writer. Dr. Gwash Lal Кош (М.В.С.Р.) was his chief disciple. Не fre- 
quently visited Ali-Kadal. Some back ground of this saint is given in the 
biography by “Gupt Kashmiri.” 


Raj Kak Kotru (Asham, baramulla) 


He belonged to Kotru family at Rainawari. As a result of Karmas in 
previous life he followed path of God-realization and stayed at Baramulla. 
He lived a clean and disciplined life. He was Vaishnav Bakth. Smt. Mada 
Dedi Kachru ws his chief disciple. He was symbol of contentment. He 
passed away in 1956 (Christ). He ws a poet as well. 


Mada Dedi (Baramulla) 


She was the daughter of Kasha Ram Kachru of Baramulla. She was 
married in Shoda family. Three years after marriage her husband passed 
away. So she took to God-realisation at her father’s house. She took meal 
cooked by hserself. She visited Devi Bal everyday. Many disciples saw her 
walking over Water. They also saw a lion nearby as she performed Pooja. 
People came to her Darshan. Sometime, she went to Gosani Teng Shrine, 
where two springs— Sita Kund and Ram Kund are still present. Shri Raj 
Kak Kotru was his Guru. She passed away in 1883 (Christ.) 


Nadan Sahib (Harapora) 


He was resident of Salar, Anantnag. After renouncing home, he built 
Ashram at Harapora and remained busy in Tapasya. Many Hindus then 
lived in the village. This place is about one mile away from Muran. His 
fame as a spiitualist spread far and wise, and Maharaja Gulab Singh came 
to meet him for his Darshan. During conversation with the latter, the saint 
predicted that Dogra Rule will last for three generations. The Raja offered 
some land as Jagir to him, but he refused to accept it. Finally Rs. 125/- 
yearly were granted to him fdérLanger. He had powers of predictions. In 
1911 (Bik.) he passed away there. Many became his disciples. Everyone 
who visited him was offered food at the Ashram. This grant of Rs. 125/- 
was stopped after 1947, by the National Government. 
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Ganesh Das Gashi 
Не was the contemporary of Babaji Thrigam. Не was born at Gashi. 
He made pedictions. 


Narayan Dhar, Vicharag 


He was the son of Makund Ram Dhar of Viccharnag. He was th 
edisciple of Narayan Bhan of Budh-Geer. He was a family man—Sadhu. He 
had two childen-Ram Ju Dhar and Anand Ram Dhar. He was hardworking 
and passed away on Baisakh, 1994 (Bik.) 


Suraj Ram Lojra 


He was resident of Lojra and had no family. He was contemporary of 
Narayan Ju Dhar and his pre-occupation ws agriculture. He was hardworking 
and a dedicated devotee. He was vegetarian. one day he was invited to a 
party where Narayan Dhar was also present. Meat dishes and wine were 
served. He was persuaded to take wine. So, he drank all bottle-ful of wine. 
In anger, he cursed them for their bad behaviour and all of them ran away 
helter skelter. 


Govind Ju Dhar (alias, Govind Matu) 


He was the son of Sansar Chand Dhar of Malayar. His father was a 
Patwari. In childhood he took no interest in education. later, he renounced 
home and moved about slowly with his neck bent forward. He sometime, 
struck his forehead against the road injuring it thereby. But in a day or two 


from a distance. He had no Ashram, sat sometime on shops and smoked 
ciggarette. He woud go to Bohri Mandir at Chatta Bal, Srinagar. He passed 
away in 1859 (Christ.) 


Telak Pandit Chander 


wide-India and Kashmir. He lived like a Mastana (God inspired ebriated 
man). He passed away іп1947 (Christ) and all religious Minded and 
Sanskrit scholars were overcome with grief and sorrow. 
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Ram Ji Dhar 


He lived at Saffa Kadal, (Dedamar). He was the son of Nand Lal Dhar 
and was unmarried. His brother, Raghav Ju Dhar was a familyman. He was 
the disciple of Thakur Ju. Due to his being a spiritual man he had a number 
of followers : Nand Lal Razdan, Shiv joo Matto, Govind Ju Dhar, Sarwanand 
Jotshi, Shyam Lal Koul etc. His Ashram was at his home. He passed away 
on Jyesth Shukla pach Ashtami, in 20005 (Bik.). He wrote SANT MALA in 
Urdu. 


Govindju Dassi 


He was the son of Shahaj Ram Dassi of Anantnag. He was a scholar of 
Persian and Sanskit and a disciple of Nadan Sahib. He passed his whole life 
in Tapasya and he celebrates the anniversary of his Guru Maharaj with 
gaiety and fervour. His annual day is observed by Lakshman Dasi, who 
паба number of Children : Swarup Dassi is Tehsildar. He passed away оп 
Phagun Shukla pacch. 


Nila Kanth “Hur hur” 


He was born at Rainawari, Srinagar. In youth he performed Sandya 
prayer. Later, he turned a Mastana. He was calm and reserved by nature. 
He was seen at a number of places: Srinagar, Badgam, Yacch Gam, 
Hyderpora etc. In 1989 (Bick), during Maharaja Hari Singh’s reign, he 
stayed with Gopi Nath Zutshi. He was dressed in dirty torn clothes; On his 
face he had small-pox marks, he was bare headed, and blind of one eye. He 
passed away in 2014 (Bik.) He stayed at Badgam with Rugh Nath Mattoo, 
who was Tehsildar there. 


Daya Ram Ganju (Purshiyar) 


He was born at Uttarsoo, on Posh month in 1943 (Bik.) His father was 
actually resident of Srinagar but having land at Uttarsu he had settled 
there. He was a scholar of Persian and Urdu and besides a poet as well. He 
was an adept in Astrology and Ayurveda cure. He was a true devotee 
(Bakth), but remained unknown. At last, he got a job in the Dharam- 
ArthTrust and got pension on retirement. He recited many verses at many 
functions. His works are :— 


(a) Ghar Vend Mal, containing tips for successful domestic life, (2) 
Kashmiri Poetry (3) Primer of Kashmiri language (4) Mansh Zewan Nazam, 
an autobiography (5) Dewan Kashmiri. He had three male issues; two 
settled at Delhi. The third one Gopi Nath was government employee in 
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Tawaza department. He was also a saintly person. He passed away at Delhi 
with his son, іп 1911 (Bik.) 


Swami Atmaram (Gosani Gund) 


He was son of Haldar Koul of Anantnag. His brother had been adopted 

by someone al Kulgam. After the demise of his parents, he lived with his 
brother at Kulgam. He was not marricd. He developed aptitude for 
Sanskrit and learnt it. By and by, he had ап urge to renounce the world and 
shifted to the Ashram of Sona Kak at Gosain Gund. The latter became his 
Guru and gave him Updesh. After the passing away of the Guru Dev, he 
took charge of the Ashram and developed it. He laid a garden and a tank of 
water. He, also built two Dharamshallas— one having seven windows at 
«round floor and three storeyed; the second having four windows and 
double storeyed. Besides this, he built a rectangular Ashram at the centre 
of the courtyard. Sadhus and other aspirants of spirituality sat there. He 
also built а Langar, two store-rooms for rice and one for water. People 
from Srinagar and different parts of Kashmir came for his Darshan. About 
ten visitors came everyday and all were offered hospitality.The Ashram 
was unique. He loved cleanliness and not a blade of grass or a leaf is seen 
anywhere on the courtyard. There were a number of disciples in the 
Ashram i.e.Nath Ji performed Puja. Sarwanand Vessu did miscellaneous 
work. Ram Chand was incharge of of Langar. His piety and Nishkam 
services are praiseworthy. 


Kashi Nath (Dandi Swami) 


Among all the saints of Kashmir, he got the title of Dandi. He toured 
India, was a Sanskrit scholar. He delivered sermons wherever he went. 
Many became his disciples— Shzanand,Ishwar Dass of Kulgam and Nand 


LalDhar. He passed away in 1989 (Bik.) at Hand Chawalgam, where his 
samdahi is situated. 3 


Вајак Вауп (Rainawari) 


Не belonged to Rainawari, Srinagar. He was a scholarly Brahmin and 
an astrologes. Не had excelled іп Ishwar Bakhti. His disciples are : 
Mahaganesh (Kulgam), Bera Kak (Veith Watru) etc. His mother was called 
Mchi, being insane. So, he was nicknamed Machi Balak. He died on 
Chetra Krishna Pacch Septami in 1983 (Bik.) 


Sahra Nand (Areh) 


He was resident of village Areh. He had No marriage and from 
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childhood he was inclined towards spirituality. He built а temple and 
Dharamshala at Hanand, Chawalgam. He brought an idol ofVeshnu from 
village Vessu and installed at Areh. He became a disciple of Kashinath 
(Dandi Swami). He was a true Bhagat and toured Kashmir and Bharat.He 
spent many years at Hawand Chawalgam and died in 2014 (Bik.) outside, 
somewhere in Bharat. 


Balak Ram (Tikar) 


He belonged to Yechgam, had no family and was God inspired. He 
was disciple of Anand Ji of Kani Kadal, Srinagar. He compiled Maha 
Gayatri Panchang, and performed Sandhya Path everyday. He built Ashram 
at Tikar, constructed a Dharam Shala, toured Kashmir. 111947 (Chr.) 
during tribal raid he shifted to Srinagar and later returned to Tikar. He 
passed away on Magh Poornmashi in 2001 (Bik.) at the age of about 41 
years. His brother, Ganesh Das performed his last rites. 


Wasa Kak 


He belonged to Sirnaw Pulwama. He was a familyman Sadhu. He spent 
his whole life in God-realisation. He was a Sanskrit scholar. His disciples 
were-Hari Koul (Bana Mohalla) who was also a Sadhu. He passed away in 
1951 (Bik.) 


Hari Кош (Bana Mohalla) 


He had no family and stayed with his brother, Ishwar Koul. He lived a 
pious life like a Sadhu and performed penances. He was Sanskrit Scholar. 
Wasa Kak Sirman was his Guru.He died on March, 1939 (Chr.) He served 
all visitors. 


Maheshwar Nath Malla 


He was the son of Kasha Ram Malla of Babapora, Habba Kadal, 
Srinagar. He ws not married, had long hair (Jatta) on his head. He was 
born on March, 1880 (Christ) and passed away on April 21, 1955. His date 
of birth coincides with Shiv Chatturdeshi (Phagun, Krishna Pachh, 
Chaturdeshi). He was called Bab (father) by his followers. From childhood 
he had predlection towards God-realisation, and liked the company of 
Sadhus by remaining aloof from domestic life. Once, he left home and went 

, away alongwith a group of Sadhus. On his return he lived like a Sanyasi. 
For fourteen years he remained aloof from his relatives and others. (in 
Kashmiri language he remained in Chila). People came for his Darshan 
whenever they had any problem or illness. Both Hindus and Muslims had 
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regarde for him, He took meal once a day ЮА ворует was present 
would be given, Naveed. At 8 p.m. Aarti (Bhajan) was performed, On 
Baisakh Krishna Pacch Chatiurdeshi every year Hawan was performed. On 
this day, his disciples celebrate-with gaiety and fervour. They are :— (1) 
(agar Nath Koul R/o Karan Nagar near National School. He was em- 
ployee iof Dewan Estate, Gupta Ganga. (2) Dwarika Nath Khazanchi R/o 
Barbuz lane, Habba Kadal (псаг mosque). He was employee at Shiraz 
Cinema (3) Shambu Nath Khar, employee at Gandhi College, Srinagar. 


Radha Mali 


She was the better-half of Dina Nath (Remington Typewriter Agent), 
resident of Tanki Pora, Srinagar. After the demise of her husband she 
turned a Sadhu and roamed about the roads of Srinagar. During the 
Muslim Agitation she moved about by herself fearlessly. Males and 
females came to her house (opposite to Ganpatyar) on other side of Jhelum 
for Darshan. She had powers of clairoyance and spirituality. She had a 
daughter. She passed away in1938 (Christ) and admirers performed last 
rites. 


Sarwanand (Tarboni) 
He ws an employee of Police Department at first. 


He was an adept in Urdu and Sanskrit. At last, he renounced home and 
hearth and the world. He built a Dharamshala to Tarboni, near Kani Kadal, 
Srinagar. He had his Ashram there.He was dressed in neat and clean 
clothes made on linen of silk. He pased away in 2013 (Bik) at the age of 
sixty two years. Male and female followers came to have his Darshan. 


Wassa Koul (Wogra) 


He was resident of Gankhan, Srinagar and was married. His son 
Keshav Nath died early „leaving behind his male issue. He was a scholar 
and poet of Urdu and Persian. He was a Thanadhar (modern S.H.O.) in 
Police Department. He wrote in verse the story of Raja Haresh Chandra 
and many poems in Persian. 


Kasha Kak 


He was the son of Raja Ram Malla, resident of Manigam, Ganderbal, 
Srinagar. His occupation was agriculture; his Ashram was at his home and 
Narayan Bhan was his Guru. He performed severe Penance. He was famous 
for granting boons to those in trouble. He dressed himself in simple Pheran 
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(Kashmiri loose Kurta), wore а Pagree (Dastar) on his head. He was a 
Persian and Urdu scholar and believed in contentment. He performed 
miracles and made predictions at the beating of a drum. He treated the sick 
and the poor alike. Hindus and Muslims both had regard for him. His 
daughter Zapri is alive, whose son Cheman lal is Senior Assistant in MAM 
(Camp) College, jammu. He passed away оп 17vAugust, 1961 (Christ) or 
Bahadoon 2018 (Bik.) 


Grata Matu 


He was the son of Nana Ju Razdan of Shopian. He was adopted by 
Zind Koul of Bana Mohalla. He was taught Persian by Rama Chand, alias 
Bhagwan. Later, Suraj Ram Bhagwan taught him at his home, Sanskrit. 
Later he passed three years with his father at Shopian.After the latter’s 
demise, he came to Srinagar and sold his house to Swami Kailash Koul. In 
1970 (Bik.), he was overcome byVairag. Later, he spent sometime at 
Achabal near a ‘Grata’ (a water driven mill). He had long hair on head, 
wore a Pherna, and spoke incoherrently to drive away people, who came 
for Darshan. For this reason, he is called Grata Matu. He took and ate 
whatever was brought to him. In the house, he sat with his face towards the 
wall. The people who came for grant of material gains, he gave pieces of 
paper on which lines were drawn irregularly. Towards the last stage of life, 
he shifted to Srinagar where he stayed at the house of Shridar Ju Dhar, 
Conservator of Forests and other disciples like Prem Nath Saraf. People 
turned up for his Darshan. Kashi Nath Ladhuna and Jaya Lal Jalali were 
also his disciples. 


Nand Lal Sahib, Mastana 


He was the son of Shanker Sahib of Nonar village. He was related to 
the Sahib family of Kharyar, Srinagar. From childhood he had an urge 
forDivine-realisation. In youth it grew so strong that he renounced home 
hearth and the world. He stayed at Tanki Pora Ashram for sometime, where 
he had kept all things needed for Pooja, Path. Both Hindus and Muslism 
came here to have his Darshan.He had often in his hand a pen and paper. 
He had strange acivity. He was dressed in coat, pygama, Pant, belt, turban 
or hat on his head and the sacred thread round his head and wore turban 
for sometime. He wore the Pheran of a female. He moved about freely and 
had no fixed place to stay at. His face had a smile. He was sometimes seen 
in the homes of Balla Kak Dhar and Shambu Nath Dhar, Vakil. Sometimes, 
he stayed with his brother at Nonar village, where a female disciple, also 
stayed. Hindus and Muslism alike treated him with reverance. He issued 
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certificates by writing meaningless words and ле Не К God- 
inspired-ebriated soul. As soon as he moved along a и, РӘрА па 
crowd also would also assemble. This shows his spiritua power. t is said 
that when Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad came to power, Swamiji presented a 
pen to him in his office. But, some years later, when Бш Ба) became 
despotic and anarchy spread, Swami Ji again went to Bakshi si office and 
snatched the pen from him. Soon afterwards, his downfall took place. He 
had also gone on Bharat Yatra. 


Raja Kak 


He was resident of Poorshayar, Habba Kadal, Srinagar. From child- 
hood, he had urge for God-realisation. He was disciple of Anand Ji of 
Kanya Kadal. He did Tapasya for some time at Bhairav Ashthapan, near 
Doodh Ganga, Batmalloo, Srinagar. 


Lakhman Ju (Gupt Ganga) 


He was the son of Pandit Narayan Raina (alias Nawa Naran), as he 
owned houseboats. He took no interest to learn:English or Urdu. From the 
beginning he had predilection towards God-realisation. He showed aptitudce 
towards learning Sanskrit and declined to marry. He was born in 1974 
(Bik.). It is said that his father (who was a devout follower of Swami Ram Ji 
Maharaj, (Shaiva Acharya) had no issue. : Gurudev- ordered that a son 
would be born to him and the latter-to be called Lakhman-would also be а 
Shaiva Scholar. He learnt Sanskrit from Maheshwar Nath Razdan of 
Research Department. At the age of 20 years when he renounced the world 
and set up an Ashram in the house of his father at Gupta Ganga. He is a 
prominent disciple of Sh. Mahtab Kak of Ram-Shaiv Ashram. He was 
hardworking Sadhu, who worked with determination, patience -and 
preservance. Bhaktas (devotees) come to have his Darshan. He observed 
and celebrated the anniversary of his Guru Maharaj with gaiety and: 
fervour. His birthday is also celebrated by his followers when food and 
Prasad is given to all. Many turned as his disciples: , Sharika Devi, Pratha 
Devi, Langu Ji etc. He delivered discourses оп Shaivism and compiled and 
published many books dealing with this subject :— 


(1) Sam Pancha Shika (2) Shaiv Brahma Vidya, translated into Hindi, 
(3) Book against taking meat (4) Trnslated with commentary many Shastras 
(like Panchastavi) into Hindi. He developed mental trouble in 1990. when 
disturbances caused byMilitancy іп Kashmir were at the peak. ten he 
passed away on Shrawan Krishana pacch Chaturthi. His anniversary 15 
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celebrated at Mohinder Nagar Ashram, Canal Road, Jammu and at Noida 
Ashram, U.P. 


Gopi Nath Bhan, alias “Bhagwan” 


He is the son of narayan Bhan, resident of Bana Mohalla. He ws 
Matric pass and for some time he was a shopkeeper. After a few years he all 
at once, was overtaken by Vairagya and renounced home and hearth. He 
stayed or sometime at Devi Angan (Hari Parbat, Srinagar) in the house of a 
Brahman. Later, he stayed at Zaindar Mohalla (Habba Kadal) in the house 
of Madhav Koul and later in the houe of owner of Raina News Agency at 
Zaindar mohalla. At last, he stayed at Chanda Pora, 2nd bridge, Srinagar 
where he practiced Agnihotri Tapasya. People in large number came for 
his Darshan. On Saturday he spent evening at Bhairav nath Shrina, 
Batmaloo, Sgr. 


He smoked a Chelam, non-stop and near by, there was a big Kangri 
with live coal in which he burnt Kanthgan, Til, Narjil and Wushika grain 
as an offering to God. He passed away on Ashad Shukla Pacch Dwadhsi in 
(year unknown). An Ashram was set up by disciples at Kharyar on the bank 
of river Vitasta and a Murti of marble was installed: After 1990 a new 
Ashram has been built at Borhi, Jammu. A stamp in his name has been 
issued by Govt. of India (BJP). His Ashram has been shifted to Borhi, 
Jammu. 


Govind Koul 


He was the son of Aftab Koul, resident of Wanpoh, Anantnag. He set 
up Ashram at his home after the demise of his parents. He lived like a 
Sadhu and offered hospitality to Godly persons. He gave medicines free of 
cost to the poor and he knew about medical treatment. He had many 
followers and he visited them.He composed Leela Bhajans. His followers 
were Shyam Lal Kachru, Nand Lal Koul Beera and Madhav Lal Ji. 


Neel Kanth Sharma 


He was the son of Shankar Bayu Sharma, resident of Dab Wakura.He 
was born in 1945 (Bik.) in the month of Asharh (Har). He had learnt 
Sanskrit and Persian, astrology and composing poetry. He was a devotee 
of Shri Ram and composed Ramayan and Shiv-Puran in Kashmiri Lan- 
guage, besides numerous Leela poems. He was married but lived like a 
saint. He also wrote “Sudama: Charitar” and “Sapna Wastu” dramas. in 
1947 during tribal raid, his house was gutted and he shifted to Srinagar. 
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He һай two sons : Janki Nath Sharma (M.A.) and Prithvi nath. Ganesh Das 

Sumbli was his follower. 


Janki Nath Labru 


He is the son of Shivji Lahru of Narparistan, Fateh Kadal, Srinagar. 
He was born on Shukla Pacch Doyai in 1966 (Bik.) He is Matric pass and 
Lkhman Juo, Gupt Ganga (ISHBAR), Nishat, was his Guru. He knew 
Sanskrit and followed the Shaiva Marg. 


Master Zinda Koul 


He was the son of Lakhman Joo Kasba of Shehli-Teng, Srinagar. He 
was born in 1941 (Bik). After passing B.A.he got an ordinary job of a 
teacher. He worked with dedication and was polite and courteous. He was 
a great Kashmiri poet and composed excellent poems —“Patar Pushap’ іп 
Hindi, ‘Parmanand,’ ‘Sumran, Wade Na Manush’ In Kashmiri. He is said 
to have written “Monuments of Kashmir” for R.C. Kak. He was a social 
worker and a spiitualist. His son Bal Krishen Koul is in the Police 
Department as 5.Р. and һе is settled in Ploura (last stop) Jammu. Не was 
rewarded by cultural academy. 


Aftab Ju Karhama 


He was native of karhama, had no family.Govind Talashi was his Guru 
and was god-loving. He sought the company of saints of Srinagar and 
Kashmir. He passed away on Magh Krishna Pacch Shyam in 1961 (Bik.) at 
the age of 66 years, at Sethu. His followers are : Shivji Fotedar of Mattan, 


Jaya Lal Koul Tikku, of Kani Kadal, Shambu Nath, petition writer of 
Sopore. 


Babaji Sumbli (Nagdandi) 


His name is Ashok Kumar. He was by birth a Bengali. He is a follower 
of Swami Rama Krishna. He came to Kashmir in 1987 (Bik.) and set up 
Ashram at the Dharam Shalla of Nandkeshwar, Sumbal. He passed several 
years there. He performed penance without clothes and Dhuni in the 
severe chill and Kathkashu of winter season. People of Sumbal often came 
for his Darshan. He is a spiritualist. In 2000 (Bik.) he set up Ashram at 
Nagdandi, Achabal. He also built there Dharamshala, Gowshala (cowshed) 
and a temple shaped house. The visitors were received with hospitality. 
Bedding was provided to those who stayed for night. He had several 


disciples : Shakti Chaitanya, Triloki Nath Sapru (Tarozdar), Manohar lalk 
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Tarozdar, etc. He stayed for а number of years in the house of Dr. Shivji 
Dhar, Nawab Bazar (Fateh Kadal) Srinagar. Many followers visited him 
there including Shambu Nath Bhan. Dr. Ogra etc. Latern, He shifted to the 
house of Dr. Jia al Ogr at Chinkral Mohalla, Srinagar where he breathed 
his last. 


Ramzan Dar 


He was the son of Gaffar Dar, Nambardar. He often moved on foot to 
Sumbal and many followers accompanied him. He carried Krishim grass 
and distributed ropes of grass. He was taciturn by nature, was not married. 
He died in 2005 (Bik.) at the age of seventy years. 


Abdullah Matu 


He was native of village Itku. He was married and had many children. 
he was overcome by Vairag all at once and renounced home, hearth and 
worldly pursuits and roamed about like a God-inspired person. He was 
held in regard by Hindus and Muslims alike. 


Hara Ju Mastana 


He was resident of Khrew, and educated a little. He had learnt 
Sanskrit. He looked like a Mastana and well-versed with Vedanta philoso- 
phy. He dressed himself in simple clothes and moved about bare-footed in 
the Srinagar city. He stayed for many years at Hanuman Mandir, Amira 
Kadal. He collected bread and rice and threw to dogs on road. He passed 
away at more than 60 years of age. 


Maharishi Raman 


He was born at Arnagiri (Madras). From childhood he was overcome 
by Vairagya and left for forest, where he started doing meditation. Lions 
and leopards did not do him any harm and he became a God-blessed 
Sadhu. At Arnagiri his Ashram still exists. Everyone gets here free food 
and shelter. He has many followers here. 


Bharat has given birth to many saints and sages and seers and their 
biographies have been published in many languages i.e. Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji, Dayananda Saraswati, Guru Gobind Singh, Baba Atal, Baghat Kabir, 
Ramaney, Swami Ram Krishen, Vivekananda, Ram Tirath, Abhadanand, 
Tulsi Dass, Soordas, Shankaracharya, Maharishi Shivanand and Raman, 
Jet yogi, Sai Baba, Satya Sai Baba and Mehar Bhaba, Baba Kamla Vala, 
Mohi-ud-Din Chisti, Ajmeer of Transcendental Meditation fame. 
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Swami Ram 


He was born at Tel Har village in Madhya Pradesh. Не had по family, 
but was devotee of God. He set up an Ashram at Dhubawan in 1938 
(Christ.). Не is beloved saint of Kashmiri poor people. Не was born іп 
Jesht, 1990 (Bik.), ог 1902 (Chr.). In 1928, һе came to Kashmir. At Durga 
Nath temple, Srinagar. He kept fast for 21 days. Here, he built Mandir and 
Dharamshalla. Every year, a yagya is performed on Janam Ashtami. Balji, 
a local resident of Sholpura was his disciple. He served food to every 
visitor. He is, besides, a poet and had written many books ; Gita Shakti in 
English, Samriti Ganj in Hindi, Ram Tarang Mala in English, Varisht Yug 
in Hindi, Samsar Kalpa Vrakh in Hindi. He has set up Ashrams at 
Ludhiana (Tulsi Vatika), Civil Lines. In Kashmir his followers are : Prem 
Nath Magazine, Jaya Lal Jalali etc. 


Sahaj Bhat 


He was born at Sheshyar, (Habba Kadal), Srinagar on 1872 (Bik.) He 
was a renowned Hakim by profession. He was also adept in Jyotish, Arabic 
and Persian, To poor patients, he gave medicines free of cost. He was a 


Saint by nature. His son Shyam lal Bhat was also a Hakim and a noble 
person. 


Radhamali (Sogam) 


She was the daughter of Mukand Koul Vessu, Kulgam Anantnag. She 
was married to the son of Vasudey Zalpuri of village Sogam. Her husband 
passed away soon, two years after her marriage. Later, she stayed with her 
father. After some time, she followed the path of God-realizartion and 
became a disciple of Swami Madhava nand. She took no meals, and salt 
excepting fruit since 1980 (Bik.) 


Musa Khan (alias Май) 


He was a Darwesh. Much could not be known ab 


spat on his clothes to repel people who came for 
gains. | 


ош his life story. Не 
fulfilment of material 


Jaya Lal Saraf 


He lived at Batayar (Alikadal), Srinagar. By profession he was a Saraf. 
Не had learnt Sanskrit and was a saint in disguise. He Composed many 
Bhajans and translated into Kashmiri many Sanskrit Stotras. He attended 


Mandlis (group concert) at Chakreshar and Pokhribal shrines. On every 
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Saturday night, he recited Bhajans there, which attracted many people. He 
performed many Yagyas yearly and renovated Dharamshalas. His Bhajans 
are sung and recited in Pandit families. He was a Dharam Pracharak-a 
missionary of religion. Other members of the Mandli were : Ramchand, 
Madhusudhan Badam, Sharika Prasad, Raj Nath; Arjun Nath, Rugh nath 
Tiku,Dina Nath and Narayan Joo. He translated Panchastavi into Kshmiri 
and recited it at Sharika Peeth in melodious voice.Cassette available at Vir 
House, Sarwal (Jammu). 


Sri Kanth Kashkari 


He was the son of Aftab Ram. He was at the beginning in private 
service. Later, he learnt Sanskrit and Karma Kand. He kept Magh Vrat 
(fast in Magh) for a month several times and performed Mahasayatri Yagya 
(Hawan) many times. For thirty years he took only one-time meal, a day. 
He was a great devotee and spiritualist. He was unmarried. His brother, 
Sudarshan is also,a Sadhu by nature. 


Абар Ram 4 


Не ws the elder brother of Mahaganesh Sadhu. He is married, but 
despite being so, he performed his Nitya Karama (Path, Puja), austerities 
and penance as per requisites of a Sadhu. He lived for over cighty years, 
and still worked hard. He had a number of issues : Shyam Lal (Professor), 
Shambu Nath Vakil. 


Zapra Devi 


She was resident of Verinag Kashmir. After demies of her life-partner, 
she renounced the world and left home. She became a disciple of Swami 
Gwash Kak of Gautam Nagh, shrine, Anantnag and performed Tapasya. At 
last, she stayed at Nag Bal (Anantnag) where she breathed her last. 


Vasudey Razdan (Sheetal Nath, Srinagar) 


He was disciple of Swami Krishna Ju Razdan of Wanpoh, Anantnag. 
He had lost every one at home and so led a solitary life. He lived a pious 
life. 


Nand Ji 


He was resident of Walagam. He worshipped Nand Kishore and stayed 
at Karan Nagar in the house of Dina Nath Dullo. 
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Mathra Devi 

She was the daughter of Nana Koul resident of Verinag. Her life story 
is unique. She was born after the demise of her mother at cremation place 
(Shumshan-Marghat). Her maternal parents took her to their home at 
village Panjwa. She was married at an early age of twelve years, but sadly 
enough, her better-half passed away after a short time. So, she left her 
home and renounced the world. She got a hut built at Verinag where she 
performed Tapasya. She received Updesh from Pt. Shridhar Ju Shorabi of 
Kani Kadal, Srinagar. The Guru was a Grihasti Mahatma. later,she set up 
Ashram at Shivala mandir, Chotta Bazar, Kani Kadal, Srinagar. She got the 
walls repaired and became a member of Samaj Sudhar Samiuti, housed in a 
small house adjacent to the Mandir. This Samiti built a wall around the 
whole premises; installed press and published a monthly paper in Urdu, 
called Navjeevan-Yuvak, with the aim of ridding Pandit society of evil 
customs and practices. Later, ‘Martand’ in English was also published 
here. Shridhar Ju Dhar, Conservator of Forests, was the President. 


Later Mathra Devi shifted to Durga Nag temple shrine at the foot of 
the Shankaracharya Hill temple. She passed away there at the age of over 
eighty years. Both Hindu males and females came to have her Darshan and 
she delivered spiritual discourses to them. For many years she took only 


[ги instead of food which shows her control Over appetite. Obviously, she 
has grown weak. 


Shakti Chaitanya 


His name before renunciation was Shambu Nath and he was born in 
1916 (Christ) іп a reputed Dhar family at Nawa Kadal, Srinagar. From 
childhood he showed predilection towards splituality and did not саге 
much for worldly pleasures. He graduated with distinction from S.P. 


College, Srinagar and was a pet student of the reputed professor Kanji Ram 
and Macdermat (Principal). 


The valley of Kashmit, which was known as Sharda Peeth і.е.Јапа of 
learning, had attracted scholars and saints rom other places of India. One 
such savant was a Bengali named AshokKumar, who performed Tapasya 
for a couple of years at village Sumbal, on the Bank of river Sindhu 
(Indus). For the same reason, he was called as Sumbali Baba. 


Не attracted a number of devotees who were aspirants for Spirituality. 
He set up an Ashram at Nagdandi, near Acchabal (Anantnag) and Shaktiji 
was here initiated into spirituality by Sumbli ‘Baba, a devotee of Shri Ram 
_ Krishan Paramhansa. After a couple of years Shaktiji set up a Spiritual 


T 
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centre at Karan Nagar (Srinagar) opposite to National Hospital, in the 
house of Hashia. 


In this Ashram, a number of followers-young and elderly assembled 
every evening and chanted Hymns to the Divine Mother, Shaktiji deliv- 
ered discourses or read out pages from the works of Shri Ram Krishna апи 
Vivekananda. The reputed visitors to the Ashram were Nand Lal Kitroo 
(educationist), P.N. K. Bamzia (Historian), Dr. Katju, Dr. Орга, Manor ar 
lal Tarozdar and Prof. C.L. Sapru, K.L. Kalla and Dr.C.S. Toshkhani etc. 


After the demise of his Guru, Shaktyi shifted to Jammu where he set up 
an Ashram at Udaywalla and it is named Ram Krishna Advaita Ashram, 
Shaktiji is now grown old, but his childlike nature and warmth of heart 
have been attracting followers from India and abroad. He prefers to remain 
unknown and does not like publicity. 


He handed over Udaywala Ashram to Ram Krishan Math, Belur, 
Calcutta. He passed away on 2001 (AD). 


Rugh Nath Kukilo 


He was resident of Bana Mohalla, Habba Kadal, Srinagar. He was 
born in a pandit family where spiritual atmosphere prevailed and Puja Path 
was performed everyday. He was a scholar of Sanskrit Shastras, besides 
being a renowned Jyotshi. His ancesral house was situated on the bank of 
river Jhelum, or Vitasta and he usually sat in the ground floor, of the 
house.One corner of this room was kept for Puja and one could see here 
rare paintings of gods and goddesses. 


He was from childhood a devotee of Goddess Tripursundari and also a 
great Shaivite. Ishwar Swaroop Swami Lakshmanji held him in high esteem 
and invited him on his birthday. Late, Shri Janki Nath Koul (Kamal), 
another eminent Sanskrit scholar got a Preface to Bhawani Sahasarnam- 
which he translated into English-written by Kukilo Ji. The latter, also, 
performed Panchratra Puja on Shiv-Ratri in accordance with the tenets of 
Kashmir Shaivism. He was a yogi and his followers thronged in numbers in 
his room to get blessings and solutions to their astrological problems. Не 
was called Baigash; He breathed his last on December, 23, 1997, at 4 a.m. 


Janki Nath Koul (Kamal) 


He was born in 1914 and passed away in 1997. He kept alive five 
thousand year's old cultural/spiritual heritage of Kashmir. He was born in 
га religious minded family at Rugh Nath Mandir Mohalla, (Fateh Kadal). 
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His grandfather Pt. Shiva Кош was an (adroit Sanskrit scholar and seer), In 
the introduction to the translation of Akrand Mangiria Shivastuti of Pt, 
Shiva Koul, Pt. Janki Nath says,” Shiva Koul continued with his spiritual 
practices and Pranayama exercises. Finally, in preparation for taking up 
Sanyasa he performed a yojna, probably, Viraja Homa in which he 
distributed free his treasure of books among the Pandits who had peformeq 
the function. In the same introduction, Kamal mentions how he had, at a 
very young age salvaged the rat-eaten pieces of the manuscript of this 
compilation from his Grand-Mothers room.This speaks volumes about 
Kamal’s thirst for spiritual knowledge. The Kashmir Shaivism (Trika) had 
been his cherished and principal subject of study. Under the able and 
expert guidance of Swami Isher Swaroop Laxman joo Mharaja, Kamal had 
made intensive study of the Upanishads, Puranas, Bhagwat Gita, Astavakroo 
Samhit, Viveka Chudamani, Barta-Haris Vairagya, Satkam etc. 


Kamal enriched Kashmiri Hindu spiritual and cultural ethos by mak- 
ing smaller compilations. Finally, he produced magnumopos like com- 
mentaries on: Bhawani Nama Suhassra Stutih Panchastari, Shiva Sutra 
Vimrsha, Sampan Chashika, Parmarthsara, Vedanta Dindimah and Indraksh 


Satotram. Govt. of India ie. Human Resource Department, feliciated him 
for his attainments. 


He conducted class on Tuesday evening at Patoli, jammu where he 
taught Upanishads and Panchastari. “Не was a dedicated Guru іп the 
tradition of ancient Rishis who taught Shastras to disciples. It is an irony of 
Fate that his life was snatched away from us by the cruel hands of Death. 


But he has become immortal through his services to our Dharam Shastras. 
May his soul live in peace. 


He taught Sanskrit and Hindi at D.A.V. Hr. Second 


ary School, 
Jawahar Nagar, 


Kashyap Bandu 


His actual name was Tara Chand Ge 
Cum-social worker. He brought about 
the use of Sari among Pandit females, 
wear), loongi etc. He was, also a sain 


Tu of village бегі. He was saint- 
a social revolution by advocating 
instead of the Pheran, Taranga (head 


Soyyam Anand 5 


His actual name 15 Som Nath Jattu and ће lived 


2 : 5 at Ganpatyar, 
Srinagar. By profession he was a Forester іп the Forest D 


€partment. He 
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was a family man Sadhu. He got temples at Uma Nagri Shrine, Shangus 
(Kuthar), Anantnag rebuilt. Every year, he accompanied his followers 
from Srinagar and other parts of Kashmir to Uma Nagri on Bahadun 
Sukshla Pacch Ashtami. He built a replica of Uma Nagri shrine temple at 
Muthi, Roop Nagar, Muthi mod, Jammu. 


Yogiraj Nand Lal 


He was born in 1902 (ch.) on Phagun Shukla Pacch Ashtami (Tila 
Ashtmi) at Ali Kadal, Srinagar. Sahaj Koul was his father’s name and the 
family was rich and respectable. After the death of his mother, his father 
remarried. Zoonmali is the name of his step-mother. Like other Brahman 
families, this family too used to go and do Parikrama, every morning of 
Hari Parbat, Sharika Peetha. At the age of 4 years he left home in search of 
Sadhus whom he served. First, he took shelter in the Ashram of a Mahatma 
of Jinpur, Sopore. Next, he stayed at Gosain Gund (Anantnag) Ashram 
with Atma Ram Ji and later at Gottam Nagh Ashram (Anantnag) with 
Gwash Kak Ji. He learnt Sanskrit under Shridar Bab Mahatma of Sopore 
and this helped him to study Shastras at first hand. 


He toured Northern Kashmir in a state of spiritual ecstasy. He also 
made pilgrimage to Mansarowar and Ladakh. From 1945 (Ch.) to 1947 
(Ch.) he did Tapasya at Sharda Devi Shrine, Titwal, now in Pakistan. 
There he lived like a real Sadhu and did Bajan Path and Puja and peformed 
Hawan. 


In 1947 when Pakistan invaded Kashmir, Swamiji returned to Kashmir 
and stayed for some time in an apple orchard at Gawripur, Sopore, where 
he did penance. Later, he set up Ashram at Tikkar village and also at 
Dharmashalla. People of different faith came to him for his Darshan and 
seek his blessings. His message was that Paropkar-service of others is the 
greatest religion. He performed miracles and displayed clairvoyance 
powers. He was Maharishi and by sitting near him, one felt peace of mind. 
His Guru was Swami Lal Ji Maharaj of Kashi who visited Kashmir every 
year on an elephant, and he had blessed Nand Lal Ji. Mast Bal and Kral Bal 
were his disciples. 


Mast Bab 


His name was Sohan lal but after renunciation, his Guru, Swami Nand 
Lal named him Mast Ram. He was born in Punjab at Budlada village of 
district Bhatinda in 1930 (Ch.) His fathers name was Shri Brahmanand and 
mothers name was Smt. Parmeshwari Devi. The family was Brahmin and 
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Sadhus and God-loving people were offered service and regard. Moreover 
the family performed Puja Path, Bhajan and Kirtan. 


He was married to Shrimati Hukam Devi at the age of 23 years. He 
lived with her for Six years and three children were born-two daughters 
and one son. But, he did not have peace of mind, so he renounced home 
and the world and toured Bharat and finally reached Kashmir. Here he met 
Swami Nand Lal at Tikkar Village (Kupwara). He became a disciple of 
Swami Ji and stayed with him between 1964 and 1968 A.D. 


After the demise of his Guru, he stayed at Hushru Ashram for some 
time. Later, he built a Mandir of Sh. Maha Ragnya Bhagwati and an 
Ashram with his lotus-like hands at Badipora (Nagam) of Badgam district. 
Nearby, there is spring of natural water and the ashram is nestled in grove 
of trees. He did Nishkam Karma and many became his followers. In 1975 
A.D. He set up an Ashram and built a temple on the pattern of Badipur, 
Ashram, at Patoli, Jammu. 


He has performed so far, seven Maha Gayatri Japs in accordance with 
Karma Kand. Each Yagya lasts for about ten days. Swami Ji follows Bhakti 
Marg. It is long but easy without hurdles. He offers Prem Bhaw to 
everyone i.e. Service to Humanity being Great Tapasya. He has observed 
Mon-vrat for many years. While sitting by his side one loses all tensions 
and anxieties nd attains peace of mind. Due to his miracles Many got their 
problems solved and desires fulfilled. Recently, he has set up two more 


Ashrams, one at Reshikesh, Haridwar and another at Narela in Delhi. He is 
а God intoxicated living saint. 





APPENDIX 
Composite culture and saints of Kashmir 


(General Background) , 


(a) Kashmir, or Kashyap Maro (abode of Kashyap Rishi) was, long 
ago, a lake called SATISAR. A demon named JALODBHAWA lived in the 
lake. Rishi Kashyap performed penance and the water of the lake was 
drained off, via Baramulla. Secondly, the demon was killed by Sharika 
Mata, whose shrine is situated at CHAKRISHOAR, on Hari Parbat. By 
Akbar, a fort was later built on its top, and Maharaja Ghulab Singh Ji built 
a temple of Maha Kali inside it. On the other side Makhdom Sahibs Shrine 
is situated. Kashmir has, also, been called Rishi Bhumi, as many Rishis 
were born here, from time to time, to preach sprituality. 


“Kashmir has been the cradle of Communal amity, and Hindu-Muslim 
Unity”. This valley of flowers gave birth to several civilizations and the 
two religions, Islam and Hinduism blossomed here together. The culture 
and traditions were borne on the moral teachings of the great Saints, Sufis, 
and Reshis. The changes of time could not weaken them. In trying 
circumstances, the teachings illuminated the path and led the people out of 
gloom. 


Lalla Ishwari, alias Lalla Daid preached love and understanding 
among the people. The great Suffi-Saint Nanda-Reshi, alias Sheikh 
Nooruddin Noorani, made people realize Godly Grace. It is, also, said 
Nunda-Reshi was led by Lalla Ishwari to spritualism or mysticism. 


The teaching of Sufis and Saints turned the region into land of peace 
and founded a society based on justice and equality. 


“These are the great traditions which led us to accede to the great 
ancient India, the land of great sufi Saints. Every follower of a religion is 
respected and enjoys complete liberty. 


We have to preserve the precious traditions and keep torch burning 
ever brightly. > с 

(b) Hinduism was the main religion of the people of Kashmir till the 
14th-century. When Islam was brought to Kashmir by Sayyids who fled 


Arabia as Timur, the Mangol marauder, invaded it. Bulbulshah and Amir 
Kabir (Shah Hamdan) were the prominent among them. Renchan, a 
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Tibetan Prince who had sought asylum in the court of yA © e 

| that time, Simha Deva. Later, ће revolted agains 18 ene actor, 
(ӨЛЕН the throne. He desired to study. Hindu eR ae А 
Hindu, but Pandits (local) refused saying that he was а Tibetar had no 


right to study Shastras. So, he embraced Islam under the name of Sadd 
ii Din. He 5 followed by others - Courtiers, Darbaris and the low с 
people. Maximum number of conversions took place in Sikander’s time 


ІОМАКА). а contemporary historian has given an eyewitness account of 


ihese conversions in his Raj Tarangini-If. Many Hindus fled, but after 


Sikandar’s death, his son Zain-ul-Abidin brought them back. Shri Bhat was 
his Prime Minister. 


Hindu. sprituality is based оп VASUDEV Kutambakam 
one family and tolerance. 


‚ or All world, 
Апа, Asatyo Mam Satgamye 

Tamso Mam Jyotirgamye 

Мгауолат Amratamgamye 


(с) АП saints of Kashmir believed in 
and brotherhood of man. They were 
reverred Muslim Saints and shrines 
and shrines, They were God-fearing. 


Universal relgion of belief in God 
above caste, creed and colour. Hindus 
and Muslims respected Hindu saints 


Hindu saints were follow 
Purans, Gita, Ramay 
SHIVAM, SUNDRA 
He is omniscient, om 
Passionate. He incarnated on earth from ti 
Ram Chander in TRETA YUG 


ers of Vedanta & Shaivism, Upanishads, 
ana Manu Smriti etc. To them God is SATYAM, 
M. God was worshipped as NIRAKAR or ЅААКАВ. 


nipresent, transcendant, Merciful, Helpful, and Com- 


me to time as a Prophet ---- Sri 


and Lord Krishna in DWAPAR Yug to show 


to mankind path of righteousness. In Kaliyuga (the present Yug), Rakshas, 
and Asuras have misled: mankind to i 


gnore the right path. and follow the 
evil path of materialism and violence. 


But saints, Sages and seers have been 
born in all countries to Save mankind from doom. 


Shaivism was the main religion of Kashmiri Hindus and Pandits, It 
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COMPOSITE CULTURE AND SAINTS OF KASHMIR 


Muslim saints of Kashmir were followers of Suffism and mysticism. 
which is abstract and intrinsic relation between man and his creator, God. 
It is sublime and emanates from Oneness. All men аге one irrespective ol 
caste. creed, religion or tribes. It strives to create love, fellow-feeling and 
goodwill among them by building a character, on moral values, truth, 
equality, justice and sacrifice. “It differs from philosophy in fucntionalism” . 
The great Suffi saints of India were men of practical wisdom who not only 
preached, but also practised it. They lived a transparent life of sacrifice 
and renunciation. They sought Unity in Diversity and believed that 
although outer modes of religions appear to contradict each other, there 15 
a strong undercurrent of soul-stirring Divinity which опе must look for. In 
course of time, man has deviated and fallen tor disintegration and hatred in 
place of unity and love resulting into militancy and terrorism. Due to this, 
Society is weakened and frightened, as there are no moral values among 
the militants. So, there is great need, now, to awaken the conscience of the 
society. In short, Mysticism and Spiritualism are abstract in nature but 
they aim at bringing about union between man and his Creator. 


Some important Sufi/Mystic saints of Kashmir are:- 


(1). Bulbul Shah (2) Amir-e-Kabir (Shah Hamdan) (3) Mir Mohd. 
Hamdani (4) Noor-ud-din Wali or Мила Reshi (5) Sheikh Hamza Makhdum 
Sahib (6) Baba Rishi (of Tangmarg) (7) Dastgir Sahib (8) Batmalu Sahib. 
Besides these, main Sufi Saints of Kashmir there are a number of other Sufi 
Saints whose shrines are situated in all districts of Kashmir. They were all 
vegetarians and mostly took local vegetables HAND, AND WOPALHAK. 
In recent times Maulana Masudi, Merakh Shah Sahib played prominent 
role to maintain communal harmony when the Holy Moi-Mukadas (Hair) 
was stolen at Hazratbal Shrine in Shamas-ud-Din’s time. Prof. Ahmad 
Shah, Habib Bhat, and Zeba Bibi were also saints, The following poets 
wrote Зи Лана Kalam songs:- Nyama Sahib, Rehman Dar, Shamas Faqir, 
Sochh Kral, Wahab Khar, Mahmood Gami. Sona-allah Vessu was, also, a 
saint. 


It is relevant to point out that the saints of Kashmir were truly in the 
line of saints and sufis of India who also preached Universal brotherhood 
of man. These are:- Mira, Ravi Dass, Kabir Dass, Guru Nanak Dey, Shri 
Ram Krishan Parmahansa, Vivekananda, “Ram Tirth, Daya Nand, Yoga 
Nand, Maharishi Raman, Mahesh Yogi, Mehar Baba, Sayi Baba, Staya 
Saiyi Baba, Vaswani. Some Indian Muslim Sufi Saints are: Ghaus-ul-Azam, 
Syed Abdul Qadir Jilani, Khwaja Mohi-ud-Din Chisti (Ajmer), Khwaja 
Bakhtiar Каакі (М.Р), Baba Farid-ud-Din Masood, Khwaja Nizam-ud-Din 
Awalia (New Delhi), Nasar-ud-Din Mehmood (N.D.), Khawaja Amir 
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Кћизгао, Syed Mohd. Gaisoe (Drass), Syed Waris Ali Shah (UP), Makhdoom 
Sabir Kaliare.. \ 


All these Hindu and Muslim Saints preserved the composite culture in 
India and Kashmir. We should follow their teachings. Some Saints from 
outside India are:- Januna Misri of ancient Egypt. Rabia, (Mira of Islam) 
born at Basra, St., Francis of Assissi, Khalel Jabran and Baha-ullah. 


Composite culture and sants of Kashmir 
(Common Features) 


In “Mystics and Society”, Dr. Sisir.K.Ghosh, an eminent scholar and 
Professor at Vishwa Bharati University, West Bengal, has rightly ob- 
served:- “The saints and seers have taught mankind the message of 
Universal Brotherhood, tolerance, religious зргиџајну free from funda- 
mentalism, bigotry, casteism, creed or colour. They taught piety, Oneness 
of all religions and service of the poor (DARIDAR NARAYAN). They 
hated materialism and loved spirituality”. 


The amalgam of Hindu Sprituality of Shaivism/Vedanta and Islamic 
suffism gave birth to composite culture, in Kashmir since the 14th- 
century. Hindus reverred muslim saints and shrines, while Muslims did the 
reverse. There was no iadeological confrontation, and Hindus and Mus- 
lims lived like brotheren, although they followed different faiths having 
different Dogmas and Rituals and Tenets. On the ‘Id’, or on the marriage 
ceremoney, hindus visited muslim neighbours and friends to congratulate 
them; while muslims participated in the Dussehra, Diwali, or Janam 
Ashtami festivals. On the Shiv Ratri, Muslims visited Hindu/Pandit neigh- 
bours and friends to Congratulate them. Moreover, Hindus and Muslims 
shared each others joys and sorrows on good or sad Occasions. 


Both hindu and muslim saints were noted for Supernatural Powers, 
piety, ethical idealism, clairvoyance miracles, Platonic love of God, 
charity, social service and love of mankind. A Hindu would go to a 
Muslim Darwesh i.e., Nowhatta (Milkman) for solution of his problems 
and cure of a disease. A Muslim went to Nand Bab of Nunar ог Kashi Kak 
of Manigam for the same. During the month of Ramzan, Hindus cautiously 
observed penance, did not smoke, or take tea in public. At Tulla Mulla, 
Kher Bhawani Spring shrine, pilgrims were welcomed by Muslims who 
gave them flowers, lamps for Pooja. At Hari Parbat, Сһакгевһууагі Shrine, 
Hindus rang bells and recited bhagans, while at Makhdoom Sahibs mosgue, 
оп the other side, Muslims offered Namaz and the muezin chanted: Allah- 
o-Akbar. у $ 
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Although Sikander committed offences and Hindus fled Kashmir in 
bulk, but his son Zain-ul-Abudin won their hearts again and they returned. 
He read the Geeta and Panchastavi though he was a Muslim. During the 
Pathan Rule, Afghan governers let loose reign of terror and barbarism on 
both hindus and Muslims. Birbal Dhar, Revenue Minister of the time kept 
his wife/daughter/Daughter-in-law in the custody of a muslim friend, 
named Kadoos Gojwari for security. and he went ot Ranjit Singh for help. 
In 1947, when tribals invaded Kashmir and molested females and burnt 
shrines and churches, both Hindus and Muslims confronted them with 
slogans. Martyr Sherwani of Baramulla and Master Abdul Azez saved 
Hindu females “Hamla Awar Khabardar, Hum Kashmiri Hein Tayar”. 
During Muharram procession of Shias, hindus, also participated in their 
mournings. 


In Shamas-ud-Din’s reign, when the Holy Hair was stolen from 
Hazratbal Shrine and there was mourning in Kashmir, both hindus and 
muslims took out rallies and prayed in temples for its recovery. Shia 
Darweshas/Pirs live at Saida Kadal. 


In 1947, India became free from British rule and Kashmir too became 
free from autocratic rule of the Maharaja. The new government of National 
Conference aimed to build “Naya Kashmir” was sworn, where justice and 
socialism will prevail. But unfortunately, dirty politics polluted the spir- 
ituality of yester-years. Now, recently, a new Gun Culture and T.V. Cable 
culture have taken hold of the psyche of the common man. Patriotism, too, 
has evaporated and scams have come on the surface. As a result, the 
common man has been hit hard and there is confusion, chaos, frustration, 
tension among the unfortunate youth. The only remedy is revival of 
spirituality of the saints. “Truly faith begins when reason stops” (Tennyson) 


Lalla Ded and composite Culture. 


Lalla Ded was born in 1335 A.D., to Zaida Pandit or Zinda Bhat, the 
landlord of village Pandrethan in Padampore (Pampore). He was God 
Fearing gentleman. From the very beginning, she was inclined to matters 
spiritual in nature, engrossed in deep thoughts and was not interested in 
worldly matters. Pt. Shri Kanth, a noted mystic and yogi and Sedh Bayu, 
the family Guru, realized her spritual virtues and he took over the 
responsibility to educate her further in spirituality. 


She was married at an early age to an illiterate son of a landlord of 
Padampore village. She perfomed her household duties, but inwardly she 
was given to meditation. This resulted in the neglect of the house which 
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caused her mother-in-law and husband to complain. The former treated her 
badly many a time and, so, she renounced her house and married life and 
devoted herself whole-heartedly to prayers and meditation. She recited 
verses in praise of Lord Shiva, her God. The subject of these verses js 
sprituality and mysticism, free from caste, creed, colour, bigotry, preju- 
dices, greed and narrow-mindedness. 


In her WAAKS (Verses), Lal Ded projected human values so dear to 
Kashmiris, from the dawn of history. These WAAKS were first, collected 
by Baskar Razdan. She displayed courage and foresight in those іп- 
auspicious limes, advising people not to discriminate on the basis of 
religion. SHIV СНОО THALI THALI WOCHAN etc., “MOZAN HYOND 
ТА MUSALMAN” This shows the Catholic attitude of her mind. She tread 
path of sell-suffering and so became a model for millions of her country- 
men to abjure the mundane and propitiate the Subline. People were 
exhorted to rise above SELF and reach up to the SUPER-SELF at which 
stage pleasure or pain have no meaning. Some say, it was self-deceit, 


Песіпр from the actual life or stark reality, but Lalla has refuted this 
charge, 


She has said,“some may heap evil on me, even some may curse me. 
Some may worship me with flowers, yet | do not feel ruffled with 


impeachment, or praise, since I am concerned with my own self and do not 
grudge what others have to say about me”. 


In those changing times, her clarion call to assimilate universal values 
enabled her to win the esteem and acclaim of Hindus and Muslims alike. 
Her message was so appealing and Universal that Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 
made her, his ideal and he expressed what he owed to her in these words:- 


“That Lala of Padampur (Pampore) was fortunate enough in gulping 
the ambrosia nectar in draughts; thereby she won our adoration as an 
incarnation of immortal Divinity of benevolent God. May God grant me, 
also, such а boon”. 

Lalla Ded expressed her message in quatrains, called WAAKS. In 
these she exhorted people for self-search and self-cognition. She has said 
“I felt fatigued by incessant self-search for hidden, ретсериђе knowledge. 
1 ultimately got immersed into it and could find a 


( mission to the Divine 
Bar: therein goblets аге full to the brim but none possesses the nerve to 
drink these”. 


Mental drill is prelude to self-consciousness. At 


seen У 5 that stage of self- 
discipline mind gets tamed easily. The steed of mind 


gallops through the 
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sky and the whole Universe. He who can control its reins by clipping its 
wings in the shape of mastering his own inhalation: and exhalation, can 
attain Self cognition. “Worship to her means self-introspection, it has 
nothing to do with external paraphernalia. Mind is the flower-seller and 
faith flowers. Worship should be undertaken with the offerings of mental 
equipoise. Shiva is to be given bath of tears and incantation is to be recited 
in silence, without making a show of these”. 


In an other WAAK, she says, “He who considers his own self and 
others as alike, abjures distinction between ‘I’ and ‘you’. He whose mind is 
bereft of duality, whose heart beats for all alike: only such a realizer can 
perceive the highest of preceptors --- Shiva”. Her ‘forte’ was Kashmir 
Shaivism. This philosophy advocates a casteless society, as also abhorred 
“Kitchen Puritanism”. Lalla’s WAAKS are actually a Kashmiri renderings 
of “SHIVA SUTRAS’. Her message cut through man made barriers of 
religions and Hindus, as well as, Muslims became her votaries. Her appeal 
was humanistic and not sectarian. 


Lalla Ded did not preach any hard and fast religion. She even 
disdained ritual, She made amalgam of what was given in Shaivism, 
Buddhism and Islam. She was not dogmatic or rigid. She says, “The Super 
Lord is supervising, His shop with personal care. All the aspirants are free 
to take away wares of their liking. It is to be earned by one’s own efforts, 
since the shop is devoid of any hinderance and even a watch is not kept 
over it. ч 


In short, Man has been exhorted to seek his own self from within 
without any external aid. With the Muslim saint Nund Reshi, she was 
spritually associated for six long years. In a way, she became a precursor 
of Hindu-Muslim Unity and Harmony (later, preached in India by Ram 
Das, Kabir егс. Like a true Yogin, she transcended barriers of caste, creed 
and religious bigotry, which influenced Hindus and Muslims alike. So 
both, held her in esteem, as a sign of composte culture. 


Nunda Riyosh and composite culture 


He is called by different names: Sheikh Noor-ud-Din, Sahzanand 
Alambardar-i-Kashmir and both, Muslims and Hindus, held him in esteem 
because of his humanism. 


Nothing definite is known about his date of birth. Some say it was 779 
Hijri, others held it as 757 Hijri. Modern research has fixed the year 779. 
It is generally believed that he was born at KEMOH, Kulgam, Anantnag 
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istri i tic works point to Khi-Jogipura in Kulgam Tehsil of 
тыа Бон апа елері side his ancestors belonged to the 
royal family of Kishtwar, (Kashmir), under Maharaja Vikramajit. The 
Sheikh-ul-Alam has, also, testified to this in his verse. According to some, 
Sheikh’s father, Salar Sanz was disciple of Yasmin Rishi who after embrac- 
ing Islam assumed the name Sheikh Salar. But the Sheikh says in his verses 
that his father’s spritual guide and teacher was Syed Hussain Samnani, 
Sheikh’s mother was named ‘SIDHRA’. 


According to tradition, Lala Ded visited his mother during her 
pregnancy and looked after her health. Sheikh did not take any feed of 
milk for the first three days after birth. He, however, accepted Lala Ded’s 


breast milk as she said. “You never hesitated in coming to this world, Why’ 


do you hesitate in taking the milk.” 


He received spiritual lessons from Amir-e-Kabir, Syed Hussain Samnani 
and Mir Mohammad Hamdani. “He was, in fact, the source of all knowl- 
edge”. He was never educated, but he himself pursued meditation and 
prayers. He was a natural poet, philosopher, a Rishi, a Saint mystic. He 
has aptly been called Alam-Dari Kashmir, the protector of the Kashmiri 
composite culture and heritage. 


He renounced the conjugal life, even his mother and devoted to 
intense practices, rites, meditation and prayers in order to subdue the self, 
renounce all material interests of body and mind in order to attain spiritual 
powers. For 12 years he strictly practised meditation in a cave and lived 
on vegetables. Hand, Wopalhak from the forests. He, also. travelled 
sometimes and lived from time to time at different places - Vicharnag, 
Varigam and, finally, at village Chrar, where he lived till his demise. 
Here, he was fortunate to meet Mir Mohammad Hamdani, from whom after 
some discussions he received the letter of guidance. 


He influenced the people of Kashmir by his speeches and actions. He 
made an impact on the cultural and social life of Kashmir. He was the 
precursor of the mystic poets of Kashmir and they learnt a lot from him. 
His SHRUKS (verses) in couplet form are very popular with Kashmiris. 


Nund Reshi set up an institution called RISHIYAT. A Rishi is a person 
who “immerses himself into the Divine Self” Prior to the advent of Islam in 
Kashmir, the Rishis influenced the people to the advent of Islam in 
Kashmir, The Rishis influenced the people a lot and they were held in 
esteem. “The preachers from outside were the Sayyids and nearer to the 
rulers and they delivered sermons in Persian. But, the Muslim Rishis were 
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Kashmiris. Thus Rishyat was born. 


The Rishyat was deeply rooted in the psyche of the natives of 
Kashmir. The Chistia order adopted Rishiyat by profitably listening to 
music. Nund Rishi also employed the Rishiyat with Mir Mohammad 
Hamdani-Rishiyat transformed into a movement. Baba Bam-ud-Din was 
the first Rishi of this movement. He extended it to women also. Spiritual 
heirs of Nund Rishi were:- Sangram Ganai, Sangram Vad, Baba Qutab-ud- 
Din, Baba Qayoom-u-Din, Lachman Rishi, Roya Rishi, Sidhra Rishi, 
Gulab Reshi, Sher Kanth, Sidh and Veti Reshi etc. 


He spoke to the people of Kashmir in the manner of Rishis, in the 
Kashmiri Language and not in Persian, used by foreign preachers. “Be- 
sides, he employed verse as an effective instrument. He was a poet by 
nature and he used similies, metaphor, hyperbole in his verses, called 
SHRUKS. Maulana Jlal-ud-din Roomis MASNAVI. 


Some of his wise sayings are:- 


1. Do good deeds to curb desires, to remove ignorance, to shun 
greed and avarice. 


2. Have religious tolerance, fraternity, liberalism and national inte- 
gration. 


3. It is futile to give knowledge to a foll. 
4. It is to waste time to feed an ass on jaggery. 


5. To sow seeds in a desert is useless. To fry a cake of chaff is to 
waste oil. 


6. Silence is golden and speech is silver. Don’t tell lies but speak the 
truth. 


The essence of Nund-Rishis teaching is: Live in solitude and isolation. 
Depend on God and surrender totally to him, follow spirituality and keep 
off materialism (Abdul Ahad Azad says this about Nund Reshi). Of the 
Sage’s four closest disciples, two appear to have been Hindu names, 
originally Bam-ud-Din (Buma Saad), Baba Zam-ud-Din (Ziya Singh), or 
Jaya Singh). Similarly, of the Rishis mentioned by him before his time are 
Zankar and Palasman (Zanaka and Palastaya) 


In various “RISHINAMAS” ог “NURNAMAS”, according to Mr. 
Amin Kamil, many miracles and magical deeds have been ascribed to him. 
The first NOORNAMA was written about 200 years after his passing away. 
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His spiritual eminance and moral rectitude has justly won him the designa- 
tion of Sheikh-ul-Alam, or Alambardar-i-Kashmir, from his compatirots 
and, even from his one time opponents and the masses of Kashmir. 

с у 


Conclusion 


Kashmir's picturesgue beauty has been described in panegyrics by 
savants, scholars, poets and kings. She has been portrayed as a piece of 
God’s Earth cradled by the snow capped Himalayas. Virtually, saintly and 
virtuous people inhabited this Paradise, centuries back. Her sylvan sur- 
roundings have been a solace for great poets, mystics, ascetics, Sufis and 
Darveshs. The pristine glory of Kashmir was a source of inspiration for the 
great ascetics and anchorites and even the great Darveshs and Sufis from 
all corners thronged into the valley for meditation in search of Reality, as 
the serene and idyllic atmosphere of this place suited their minds. 


Some of the great mystics and sufis like Lalla Ded and Sheikh-ul- 
Alam, who nourished and flourished in this Rishi-war (abode of saints) 
preached oneness of Humanity. Words of wisdom oozed like nectar and 
reflected their height of spirituality. Lalla Ded’s Wakhas (witty and 
philosophical verses) are still the lip-word of every Kashmiri. To quote, 
“Do not differentiate between a Hindu and a Muslim, as all are creations of 
God and surrender before His glory”. 


Even the apostle of the Sufi creed, Sheikh-ul-Alam preached the 
message of love, tolerance and universal brotherhood, while Lalla Ded 
also conveyed the same in different tone. 


All these saints did a lot of penance in search of Ultimate Reality 
(God) and believed that the worldly comforts that appear to be nectar in 
the beginning, but prove poisonous in the end. They were of the view that 
the world was a nest of sorrow and renounced all worldly pleasures to 
attain the light of Truth (The Supreme). 


These saints and Sufis were totally against violence, or even killing of 
animals not to speak of human beings and preferred vegetarianism as 
preached by sheikh-ul-Alam, who fed himself only on milk for several 
years. These Darveshs highlighted that Kashmiris should never leave their 
cultural heritage and identity however swayed by the fury and fenzy of 
cruel storms that may blow against them. The essence Of their teachings 
was piety, austerity simplicity, sincerity, non violence, compassion for the 
afflicted souls and above all deep penance in search of the Eternal, (God). 


To conclude they abhorred every type ОҒ violence and moral deprav- 
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ity as it was not suited to their taste. These spritual luminaries, Sufis and 
Seers who cemented the ties of religious co-existance in this “Land of 
Composite Culture”. Their fragrance bloomed in the garden of Kashmir 
where birds of different hues warbled the sweet songs of peace and 
tranquility and saved it from turning into perdition, since time immemo- 
rial. References for further study are given belolw: 


Much has been said and written about spirituality, saints, Fakirs, 
Mastanas and Darweshs in :— 


(i) Cultural Heritage of India, published by Sahitya Academy. 
(ii) Search in Secret India, by Paul Brunton. 
(iii) Тһе wonder that is India, by Basham. 
(iv) Кавһіг, by Dr. Suffi. 


(v) Essential Unity of all Religions, by Dr. Bhagwan Das. and 
Dewan Cheman Lal. 


(уі) Impact of Islam on India, by Dr. Tara Chand. 
(vii) Studies in Kashmiri and Lalla Ded by Principal J.L. Koul. 
(viii) Eastern Religion and Western Thought by Dr. S. Radha Krishnan. 
(ix) World Religions, by Nigosian. 


(x) ‘Towards the Recovery of Faith, Dr. Зра н + 

fi ANEA 
(xi) Varieties of Religious Experiences, By Juli Lay’ yo тиг) 
Sufism іп Kashmir 


The vast and cheguered history of Kashmir covered with periods of 
political subjugation and isolation, has had long intervals, which may be 
described as “Golden Periods”. One such period was the growth of Sufism 
by the end of 9th Century. The fascinating valley residing among the 
snow-peaked Himalayas at an average height of 6,000 feet enjoyed natural 
security against the foreign invaders upto the advent of Islam in India. It 
was Mahmud of Ghazni, the great iconoclast, who made several attempts to 
enter the valley, via Toshamaidan, although all his efforts ended in failure. 
Despite his failure in Kashmir, the rest of North-West India came under the 
direct political, social and cultural invasion of Muslim invaders. For two 
centuries following Mahmud Ghazin’s invasions, the valley, behind its 
huge mountain ramparts, continued to remain un influenced by these 
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upheavals. However, the North-West India сате under deep Islamic 
Wa which marked the end of an era and the dawn of a new one. The 
social religious and cultural institutions оҒ India underwent ап entirely 


new change. In the words of Percy Brown. “There was а clash of fundamen. | 


tal convictions, a conflict of realism with idealism, of the material with the 
visionary, of the concrete witht he abstract,” A chain of action and 
reaction resulted in the synthesis of the two great religions which ulti- 
mately blossomed out into anew one. Within its high mountain walls and 
in а salubrious climate, Kashmir offered remarkable hospitality to the new 
cultural movement. Thus Islamic missionaries and adventurers streamed 
into the valley especially from Persia (modern Iran) and Bukhara to spread 
the teachings of the new religion. 


Coming from Central Asia, Islam could not itself escape from the 
influence of the two great religions of that period, Mahayana Buddhism 
and Brahmanism. The two religions had progressed up to an advanced 
stage by this time both in Central Asia and Persia. It was, therefore, in the 
process of the synthesis of the three religions, there developed a new 
school of Islamic-Sufis. The first sufi-order developed a new school of 
‘slamic-Sufis. The first Sufi-order developed in Persla and entered the 
valley through Islamic missioanries. The first Muslim Sufi to propagate the 
new faith, of whom we have perfect record in the annals of history, was 
Bulbul Shah or Saiyyad Bilal Shah. It was at his hands that the Buddhist 
ruler of Kashmir-Rinchan (1320-23 A.D.) publicly embraced Islam. But 
the most prominent among the Sufi missionaries, was Sayyid Ali Hamdani 
Who by his learning, Piety and devotion made 37000 converts to Islam and 
also Amir-I-Kabir Popularly known as Shah-I-Hamdan who is credited with 
practically establishing Islam in the valley on solid foundations. A master 
of theology, philosophy, metaphysics, and sufism, a scholar of repute, а 
perfect saint and mystic, Shah-I-Hamdan held discourses with the popular 
Shaiva Teacher-L-alleshwari and the great sufi saint of Kashmir Sheikh 
Nuruddin. The peaceful Propagation of the new religion was continued by 
his illustrious son, Mir Mohammad Hamdani. His stay of 22 years in the 
valley offered a good Opportunity of hundreds of sayyids to settle in 
Kashmir, who had undergone tremendous tyrannies due to the 
Timur’s invasions of Central Asia. Imbued with deep sufi 
Sayyids were responsible for stimulating mystic tende 
Kashmiri converts for which Buddhism and Shaivism had 
а plinth. Thus, coming under the irresistible influence о 
Pay, Kashmiri Muslims produced their own order of 
Rishian-e-Kashmir. 


Mongol and 
doctrines, these 
псу among the 
already prepared 
f Hindu philoso- 
sufis, known as 
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Of course, the founder of this order of-Rishis was Sheikh Nuruddin, 
alias Nund Rishi. Respected alike by Muslims end Hindus, the Sheikh was 
porn at Kaimuh in 1377. His ancestors belonged to a noble family of 
Kishtwar, who afterwards emigrated to the valley. His father, Salar Sanz, 
had embraced Islam at their hands of Sayyid Hussain Simpani, while his 
mother Sadr Moj received spiritual inspiration from Lalded. From his’ 
childhood, Nund Rishi showed signs of saintly nature. As he grew up be 
apparently gave up the world, practised penance for twelve year a cave 
which turned him into a perfect and most celebrated saint of Kashmir. It is 
said that he received spiritual guidance direcly from the Prophet. His 
extreme piety and self-abnegation gave tremendous encouragement to 
Islam in the valley and carried the torch of his spiritual achievements to 
far-flung areas. The Rishi-order, founded by him, derived its membership 
both from amongst Hindus and Muslims and enjoyed the respect and 
homage of all the Kashmiris. Some of its famous Rishis were Janak Rishi of 
Aishmugam, Rishi Mol of Anantnag, Bat Mol, Rishi Pir, Thagbaba Sahib 
etc. To them goes the credit of keeping the people firm to the ideas of 
devotion, love and toleration. Jehangir, the great Mughal Emperor, writes 
‘in his memoirs in florid style about them, “They restrain the tongue of 
desire and the foot of seeking and eat no flesh”. 


Venerated and adored by the Kashmiris, the Sheikh is known as 
‘Sheikh-ul-Alam” i.e., the Sheikh of the world, and, also, Sheikh Nurruddin 
Noorani, i.e., (one who causes light to spread over.) During his lifetime he 
exercised powerful influence upon the people and when he passed away at 
an advanced age, King Zain-ul-Abidin was the chief mourner at his 
funeral. He goes down in human history as the first and the only saint so 
far, in whose name coins were struck by the king (the Afgan Governor, Mr 
Aita Mohd Khan, to win the co-operation of the Kashmiris.) It may be 
pointed out that the Sheikh possessed the natural gift of saying couplets 
known in Kashmiri as “Shrukh” Thus his rendering of some Quranic 
ordinances in- Kashmiri verses including his own hundreds of mystical 
sayings carrying celestial meaning is simply marvellous and they shine 
like stars on the horizon of in modern times. These have been collected 
and preserved іп two volumes, known as “The Rishi Nama” and “Nur 
Nama”. One can get a clear glimpse of the sacred message carried in these 
mystical sayings, some of which are given below : 


1. “Soi Oostai Soi Ho Asi 
Soi Soi Karzi Yeti 


2. Soi Sari Andesha Kasi 
Wah Zoowo Payes Peta 
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3. Khena Khena Caran Yed no Aye 
Wah Zoowo Yutoi Kheta 
Dhian dita Wanto kota Gai Batsai 
Wah Zoowo Payes Peta”. 
Meaning:- 1. He was, He is. 
Remain absorbed in HIm here; 


2. He will remove all your fears 
Oh, self, grasp this point. 


3. Your appetite (for carnal desires) has never satiated. 
Oh self, this much was enough. 


4, Ponder where have gone your kith and Кіп 
Oh, self, why not grasp this point. 


About aversion for truth and attachment for untruth, Sheikh says:- 


1. “Paz wannan Pun Zun Natukh 
Apoz wanaan lagey ras. 


2. Muhamm traveth Iblis Rotooth 
So Choi watchan Khatak kas”. 


Meaning:- 1. When it comes to telling the truth you tremble like a leaf. 
(but) when telling lies you feel so much urge. 


2. You forsake “Muhammad” and befriend Iblis 
He is watching you; you can’t conceal from Him. 
About false prophets he says: 
“I saw a priest blowing out fire 
(and) beating a drum to others, 
The priests have nice big turbans on. their heads; 
They walk about daintily dressed 
Dressed in priestly robes they indulge іп mutton. 
They run away with cooking pots under their arms”. 


He ridicules the pretentious nature of a Priest in these words :- 
Thy rosary is like a snake 
Thou bendest it on seeing the disciples 
Thou hast eaten six platefuls, one like another, 
_ If thou art a priest, then who are robbers. 
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Kashmir Shaivism 
(Its three main divisions) 


There are three main divisions of the Kashmir Shaivism corresponding 
to the divisions of its literature into three Sastras: (1) the Agama Sastra (2) 
the Spanda Sastra and (3) the Pratyabhijna Sastra. A brief history of the 
development of these Sastras is given below, 


Shaivism is the earliest and the most prevalent cult. Siva-Sakti cults 
were in vogue along with the Vedic faith in every part of India from very 
ancient times, and in Kashmir before the time of Ashoka. The history of the 
introduction of Shaivism in Kashmir is shrouded in mystery. In fact, it 
flourished there from the dawn of history. From time 10 time various 
philosophical doctrines reached Kashmir from outside which had their 
impact on the philosophy that had grown there among the followers of 
Shaiva cult. Buddhism was welcomed by Kashmiris long before the 
Christian era and Kashmir became its stronghold since the time of Ashoka 
(173-232 B.C.) 


The revival of Shaivism came in Kashmir from the seventh century 
A.D. and in the 8th and 9th centuries. It was sage Vasugupta, who revealed 
the Siva-Sutras which form the bedrock of the whole superstructure of 
Kashmir Shaivism. The Siva-Sutras do not only enunciate the fundamental 
concepts of Kashmir Shaivism, but also show a way to practical realiza- 
tion. The line of thought was developed by two Acharyas, Bhatta Kallata 
(circa 9th century) and Somananda contemporary of Vasugupta, (850-900 
A.D.) in two different directions While Kallata handed down the doctrines 
as system of religion, Somananda supplied the logical reasoning in their 
support and thus founded a system of Advaita philosophy of the Saivas on 
the basis of what was at first taught as a system of faith. The development 
resulted into the emergence of the three different forms of Kashmir 
Shaivism: (1) the Agama Shastra, (2) the Spanda Shastra and (3) the 
Pratyabhijna Shastra, corresponding to the three broad divisions of its 
literature. The whole literature comprising of its three divisions is known 
as Trika Sastra. The Agama Sastra is regarded as of Superhuman Author- 
ship and of eternal existence. It is said that in course of time Agama Sastra 
disappeared from the world and was received again by Shrikanta, the 
incarnation of Siva, the promulgator of “Shivagamas”. The sage Durvasa 
was inspired to spread the knowledge of the “Shaivagamas” which was 
handed down to the later sages by his three mind-born sons and their 
successors. The same (Agama Shastra) was taught in the later ages by 
Vasugupta and his successors. 
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The “Siva Sutras” revealed by Уаѕивиріа Јау down both the philo- 
sophical doctrines (jnana) and the practices (kriya) of the system as 
revelations believed to have come down (agama) through the ages, being 
handed down from teacher to pupil. Generally speaking the Agama Shastra 
gives the rudiments of Kashmir Shaivism and shows the path of practical 
realization by means of the processes of Yoga. Shaivism prescribes the 
various yogic methods of Myam (Concentration of mind) for achieving 
lower and higher Siddhis (occult powers) and the glories of liberated life. 
These methods are called Samohavopaya, Saktopaya and Anavopaya. The 
Agama Shastra gives an exposition of these three methods of realization 
which is the main theme of the whole Trika Shastra. The Siva-Sutras form 
the most important part of the Agama Shastra from the Trika point of view. 
The Spanda Shastra, being the second system, was started by Kallata, the 
pupil of Vasugupta, who most likely composed the Spanda Sutras. The 
same was carried on by Kallata’s successors, Pradyumna Bhatta, Prajnarjuna, 
Mahadeva Bhatta and Baskara. The Spanda Shastra gives a comprehensive 
exposition of the three Yogic methods of realization (the mystical Upayas). 
“The Pratyabhijna Shastra” being the third system was started by 
Somananada, the author of Sivadrsti and was carried on by the line of his 
disciples—Utpaladeva, Abhinavagupta, and the later teachers. It lays 
Stress on the theoretical method of realization, viz, the pursuit of knowl- 
edge afd reason alone necessary for liberation, and relegates the Yogic 
methods to a subordinate position. It, thus, primarily represents the 
philosophy proper of the Trika Shastra. 


Agama Shastra: Shaivagamas. Among the works belonging to 
Shaivagama class, there are a number of Tantras. Tantra Shastra is mostly 
Sadhana Shastra. Usually, every Agama consists of four sections or 
Kandas: (1) Vidya or Jnana Kanda, (2) Yoga kanda, (3) Kriya Kanda and 
(4) Carya Kanda. Kashmir Shaivagamas are mainly dogmatic treatises 
interspersed with philosophical speculations and logical reasoning. Being 
mostly devotional, they teach the various methods and Practices of Shaiva 
Yoga among other theological matters. Tantraloka of Abhinavagupta, an 
encyclopaedia of Tantric doctrines, gives the summary of Advaita Tantras 
which existed in Kashmir in the author’s time. Tantras are broadly divided 
into Sadhana, Sidha and Philosophy. 


Spanda Shastra: Spanda Karikas. These Compositions are the earliest 
and only original texts belonging to the Spanda Shastra division of the 
Trika. They constitute the basis on which the entire Spanda literature 
developed. Regarding their authroship there are two views: one that they 
are by Vasugupta himself, and the other that Kallata composed them. 
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Pratya Bhijna Shastra: This is an important aspect of Kashmir 
Shaivism; and it deals with the “Doctirne, of Recognition” . Refer to Dr. 
R.K. Kaws book of this name and Prof. B.N. Pandits, Kashmir Shaivism. 


Of Saints And Shrines 


Saints, sages, seers and mystics have played a prominent role in 
different parts of the world, at different times from the remote past for the 
good of mankind. By preaching practice of Truth. Goodness and Virtues 
they have tried to bring about the “Religion of Humanity.” as was taught 
by A. Comte in the 19th century in Europe. Their message is known, for 
Universality. In his book, “Mystics and Society,” Dr. Sisir. К. Ghosh, the 
famous scholar and Professor of Vishwa Bharati University, has made a 
good attempt to prove the important part that saints and mystics have 
played-and can play-for the good of all, irrespective of caste, creed and 
colour. 


In India, no one can forget saints like Tulsi Das, Surdas, Тика ram, 
Guru Nanak, Swami Ramkrishna, Vivekananda, Daya Nanda, Mehara 
Baba, Sai Baba, Satya Sai Baba, and Mahesh Yogi etc. “The Cultural 
Heritage of India,” published by the Sahitya Academy may be consulted in 
order to know more about our saints, seers and sages. Their contribution 
towards the revitalization of our ancient culture is known to all. They have 
also reinterpreted our ancient scriptures to suit the needs of the present age. 


In historical times, we first come across sages and savants of the 
highest calibre, living here soon after the advent of Buddhism. The Fourth 
Great Buddhist Council convoked by the Kushan ruler, Kanishka in the 
last quarter of the Ist century A.D. brought to Kashmir savants like 
Ashvagosha, Vasumitra etc. to be followed soon after by equally great 
luminaries like Nagarjuna, Asanga and Vasubandhu. Later on, we find 
Kashmiri monks ranging the length and breadth of the country and 
venturing into even the difficult Northern territories of Central Asia, 
China and Tibet. These included the celebrated Kumarajiva, reputed as 
one of the four “Suns” of Buddhism and a host of others including 
Gunavarman who converted the Indonesian island of Java to Buddhism 
before he sailed for the Chinese mainland”. 


Buddhism made a tremendous impact on the religion and culture of 
Kashmir, and gave rise to Kashmir’s own brand of religious philosophy 
popularly known as ‘Kashmir Shaivism’. Its celebrated author езінде 
and its exponents, Bhatta Kallata, Somananda, Utpala and Abhinava Gupta 
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ere also sages of an outstanding character. Except for the last, they have 
Wi 4 а 3 
left little information about themselves. 


Kashmir has rightly been called as Reshi Bumi, right from ancient 
imes. The first Rishi, Kashpa is said to have performed penances as a result 
of which the valley of Kashmir came into origin, by draining out ie 
waters of SATI SAR. Saints of high order lived here before and after the 
advent of Buddhism. The Fourth Buddhist Council was convoked here at 
Kundalwana by Kanishka in the last quarter of the first century A.D. Many 
Buddhist Scholars and saints from outside are said to have attended the 
deliberations. 


Among the prominent Hindu saints of Kashmir mention may be made 
of:- Lalleshwari, Rupa Bhawani, Reshi Peer, Zaikak, Jeevan sahib, Mirza 
Kak, Atma Ram, Lassa Sahib, Aftab Koul, Anand Ji, Kailash Kaw; Ram Ji, 
Zana Kak Tufchi, "Prasad Joo Sahib, Chandra Joo Bachru, Sahib Kaul. 
Sham Sunder Koul, Manas Razdan. Mana Kak Goja, Kakaji. Kailash Kak, 
Trihgam Baba, Mathura Devi, Grata Bab, Sumbli Baba, Widya Dhar, 
Mahyakak Malla, Shakti Chaitanya, Bhagwan Gopi Nath, Kasha Kak, 
Sona Kak, (Nonar) Ramju Tabardar, Nand Lal Ji and Sati Ded erc. 


Saints like these formed a regular institution from the ancient tiems 
and they moulded the people and guided them along spiritual paths which 
brought them solace and peace of mind. But a large number of people went 
lo them to seek fullfilment of mundane desires ог to have calamities 
warded off. Now-a-days, saints of the above class are not found. But their 
memory lives from generation to generation and their message and sayings 
still keep the torch of spirituality burning. Afzal Khan of Emperor Akbar’s 
court has recorded “The most respectable people of Kashmir are the Rishis 
who although do not allow themselves to be fettered by tradition are 
doubtless the true followers of God. They don’t revile any other sect, ask 
nothing of any one and abstain from flesh. They keep off from Kanchan 
Kamne (lucre and sex). They showered affection for 
practised altruism and discouraged sectarianism”. 


and 
all, preached and 


All these were God-men as they played a notabl 
moral standard of people and in blazing the trail fo 
peculiar manner suited to the times they lived in. “Their teaching 
preaching and practices are in line with the basic Principles of our holy 
Scriptures. Their message is universal, free from dogmatism and sectarian- 
ism”. In the present age of stark materialism-noted for crisis of character 
and loss of moral and ethical values leading to corrupti 
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hypocrisy-the teaching of saints cannot only serve as A еа 
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evils but also can bring about spiritual revival. Our youth, frustrated due 
(о Westernization, should attain inspiration from them as well as lose 
(езропдепсу. Udner their influence, they would regain fresh hope for a 
bright future and a life of contentment by learning to develop a healthy 


attitude to life. 


The period beginning with the 14th-century saw an intense religious 
activity among the masses in India. The impact of Islam on Hindu religion 
and society was, to a large extent, responsible for this ferment. There was 
a general eagerness for a better and closer understanding of the various 
religious dogmas which though appearing contradictory in the perform- 
ance of rites and rtuals, agreed on fundmental principles of love and faith 
in the existence of a Supreme Power. There was, in a way, a revolt against 
the water-tight definition of religion, as propounded by the clergy. 
Religious reformers like Ramananda, Nanak, Kabir, Ravi Dao had thus a 
sympathetic and receptive audience to preach the essential unity of 
religions and, brotherhood of man. 


Islam did not enter Kashmir till two centuries after the first invasion of 
Northern India by Mahmud Ghaznavi. And when it did it was as a result of 
the preachings of Muslim Saints and Divines like Bulbul Shah who 
exemplified the teachings of the Koran in their own lives. The progress of 
Islam in Kashmir received a fresh impetus when a large number of sufis 
were driven out of their homeland in Persia and Central Asia, by Timur. 


According to-Lawrence, “It is extremely difficult to ascertain the 
views of the people as to the comparative sanctity of the various shrines 
and mosques; or 10 discover their ideas respecting the function and 
position of the Rishis, the Babas, Saiyads and Pirzadas. The general 
opinion scems [0 be that the Saiyads stand first in the hierarchy of 
Kashmir. The Pirzadas are said to be the descendents of Saiyad saints and 
of Makhdum Sahib. The three Saiyad names in valley are; Dastgir, 
Nakhsband and Amir Kabir, the saint of Hamdan. The followers of Dastgir 
are called Kadres, but all Musalmans whether followers of Dastgir or of 
other saints reverence the saint of Khorasan; and his name is invoked by 


the boatman in the cry; “Ya Pir Dastgir. 


Nakshband spread his influence in Kashmir through a zealous disci- 
ple, Khwaja Moayan-ul-Din (heir to Khwaja Bha-Ud-Din), Nakshbandi, 
the great saint of Bukhara came to Delhi in the reign of the emperor Shah 
Jahan. His shrine is like Dastgir Sahib, also at Khanyar. But, the saint who 
has exercised the msot direct influence on the religion of Kashmir was Mir 
Saiyad Ali of Hamadan, who visited the valley in the time of Kutb-ud-Din, 
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and practically established Islam in the valley. He is known as Amir. 
Kabir, Shahi-Hamadan. 


‘Makhdum Sahib is, also, described as a Sheikh, that is a convert from 
Hinduism. He was a follower of Sheikh Shahab-ul-Din Sherwadi of Bagh- 
dad and was born in Kashmir. His followers are known as Saherwardi, and 
his shrine is on the Hari Parbat Hill. Both Makhdoom Sahib and Sheikh 
Noor-Din are regarded as essentially Kashmiri. I (Lawrence) find that in 
sanctity the religious places of the Musalmans take the following rank :— 


(1) Hazrat Bal (2) Shah-I-Hamdan mosque, (3) Jama Masjid (4) Shrine 
of Noor Din, at Chhrar Sharif, (5) Ziarat of Dastgir, Khanyar, (6) Ziarat of 
Makhdum Sahib, Hari Parvat. 


The shrine of Hazrat Bal is beautifully situated on the shores of the 
Dal Lake, and a great fair is held there at the beginning of March. 


Some important Hindu Shrines of Kashmir are: 


(1) Khir Bhawani Spring shrine at Tullamulla (2) Hari Parvat 
Chakreshwari shrine, and Pokhribal shrine, (3) Shakaracharya Temple, (4) 
Kali Asthapan shrine. (5) Durga Nag shrine at the foot of the Shankaracharya 
temple, (Hill) (6) Jwalamukhi temple shrine at Khrew, (7) Amar Nath Ji 
shrine, (8) Nag Bal Spring shrine at Anantnag, (9) Spring shrine at Mattan 
and Marand temple, Mattan, (10) Gauttam Nag shrine, Anantnagh, (11) 
Lok Bhawan shrine, Anantnag, (12) Shrine at Umanagri, Anantnagh, (13) 
Shrine at Veri Nagh, Anantnagh, (14) Badhra Kali shrine at Kupwara, etc. 


The following Christian Churches are present іп Kasbmir; (1) АП 
Saints Church is English Protestant Church, (2) Roman Catholic Church. 


There are four Arya Samaj Associations in Srinagar. Of them two are 
prominent, and these are located at Hazuri Bhgh, Ist Bridge, Gurudwara 
Chati Padshahi is situated оп the Jail road, near Kathi darwaza of the 
Mughal built wall around Hari Parvat. This was built in memory of Guru 
Gobind Singh, the Sixth Guru of the Sikh faith, 


Some obscure saints аге :— 


Saligtam Braro, Jagan Nath Kalu, Ramji Shalla, Brij Lal Sumbli, 
Shyam Sunder Razdan (teacher), Shiv Nath Rama (teacher), Gobind Kak, 
D.N: Dhar, Madhusudhan Кош, J N Dhar, Sri Kanth, (Kanikal), Som Nath 
Razdan, Zeba Bibi. Haldar Jamal and Radha Mal and Sona Mal, Sati Mal, 
Poshkuj Kalla, Niranjan Handu, R.K. Ganju and Moti Brahman, 
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